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READER, 


Ext to the full and immedi- 
ate Vitton and Fruition of 
the God of Glory above, 
the greateſt happineſs of Souls lies 
in Unton and Communion with 
Chriſt here: Nor indeed can we 
ever attain unto the one without an 
acquaintance with the other. Now, 
to bring thee into, and build thee 
up in this Union and Communion 
with Chriſt, and thereby to fit and 
diſpoſe thee for that glorious Viſion 
and Fruition. Above, 1s the princi-. 
pal deſign:of the enſuing Ditcourle. 
If thou requireſt a Reaſon of the 
Publication hereof, I defire thee to 
iatisfie thy ſelf with this ; God in his 
all-wiſe and holy Providence, bath 
ſeen good now for ſeveral Moneths 


to call the unworthy Author out of 
A.3, his: 
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is Vineyard , and Lodge him in a 


ſick Chamber ; and he alſo ſeems tof 


be ſpeedily calling him out-of this 
World, and to bring that Night up- 


on him wherein no man can work, fi 


wherein nothing is to be done either 
for God or a Man's Soul, John 9. 4. 
And being never like to do more-tor 
Chrift. on Earth, he was willing, 1n 
hopes of advancing his dear Lords 
Kingdom, in the drawing of Sinners 
to him, and building up of Saints in 
him, and communion with him, to 
| make theſe poor Contemplawions 
publick. God was pleaſed ſome few 
years fince to make a more than. or- 
dinary uſe of the-Preaching of them, 


many Souls being through his Grace 


eſpouſed to Chriſt, and. more brought 


nearer to.him thereby :and had I not 
ſome. hopes: that he would. alſo, Þ 
through that ſame Grace of his, make 
ſome ule. of the reading of them-for. i 
thy. good, and the good of others, L 
think they had never ſeen. the light - 


Thy 


h 


0; 
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Thy hed i then, and Chriſt's Glory 
in the enlargement of his Kingdom, 
sþs the thing aimed at herein , which 
-ſthe good Lord by his Grace accom- 
(liſh. Iam lying daily by the brink 
rot the Grave, waiting upon the Will, 
. nd. for the Call of my Sovercign 
ord:the onely Reaſon {way ting with 
e to deſire life, next to the more 
hrough- working out my own Sal- 
ation,is to reveal, and make known 
hriſt to Souls, and to publiſh the 
plad Tydings of Peace and Salvation 
o a loſt and ſinful World: But if God. 
vill make no further uſe of me that 
ay, his Will be done. Icomfort my. 
» $-1f with what an holy Man ſpeaks, 
e $inleſs glorifying of God,laith he,zs bet- - 
t ſer than ſinful elorifying of God. . His- 
q 


d 


eaning I ſuppole 1s,that 'tisbetter to - 

lortheGod1n a finleſs than tn a finful. 
> fltate : Truly here we ſinin our beſt - 
r. \ctions; and if we bring a little glo- - 
L fy to God, yet woe and alas / how 

uch diſhonour do. we alſo bring: 
him? : 


oo ann wo OY 
I L Z 


finning 3 we ſhall love him, praiſF ry 


him? And what Iniquittes do ther 
cleave to out moſt holy things? Buf 
above we ſhall glorifie him without 


him, admire him, adore him, deligh 


A. him , and aſcribe Glory to hin 


Withour the leaſt taint or tinRure « 
ſia cleaving thereunto; having nofþ 
onely all tears wiped off our Eyes 
but which 1s infinitely, infinitely, in 
tnitely better, all fin purged fro 
our Hearts and Actions. Farewel, 


leave thee and this poor Treatiſe t( 
the Bletling of Heaven. 


EB, Fy We | 


) Here are two main ends for which 


the Goſpel-Miniſtry is ordained; 
the one 45, the winning of Souls, 
d bringing them into Chriſt; the other © 
Je Edification and building up of ſuch as are 
ready brought in, It hath pleaſed Chriſt, 

ve Head of the Church, who diſtributeth 
ifts in order to the ſalvation of men, unto 
hom, and in what meaſure he pleaſeth, to 
wniſh the Author of this Diſcourſe with 

od abilities as to both theſe Works, As to 

be firſt, the Lordhad given him a peculiar 

— Fife. to qua'ifie him above many, to Preach 
be Goſpe! for the winning of Souls; and the 
race of God in bim did inflame his beart 
ith ardent deſires, and aid excite great 
neings in him after the converſion of Souls, 
Clnd be was pleaſed to crown his own Gifts 
nd Grace in bim with orcat ſucceſs, many 
a 
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firl 
a Soul having been turned unto God by Ih, ,j 


Labours. And it having pleaſed God fo, | 
the Author into alanguiſhing Diſtemper fly1,, 
ſome Moneths, whereby he was wholly tat; 
off from his Work ia Preaching, ſo great a, 
the deſire of doing good to ſouls remain x 
him,and fuch were the yearninss of his Boſſi, ', 
els towards them, that being not able to ſpl, c 
to them any longer out of the Pulpit , he coli, | 
not ſatisfie himſelf, but he muſt needs ſpe 
to them in this ſmall Tratt, wherein by grilf 
Scope and principal Deſien ts, to allure: a 
araw Souls unto Chriſt, As tothe Matt 
of the Treatiſe, I need ſay little, it will |, 
ficiently ſpeak for it ſelf ;, one'y thus much, | 
may ſay, Union with Chrs/t.zs the found; 
on of our Happineſs. The Apoſtle tells þ þ, 
that Chriſt inus is the hope of Glury ; ſh | 
cannot bave any ſure or ſound title to eternh,y 
Life and Glory, but by Union with Chrilea; 
whoever are ſaved,are ſaved by being brouhy 
under Chriſt as their Head, Eph. 1.10. Thi, 
in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of timþ ; 
he might gather together in one all things yy, 
Chriſt; that he might bring them under off 
Head: ſo Zanchy and others Interpret i 
Greek word thereuſed : The Son of God hh 


c< 


C04 
to 


carnate # the true Vine into which rhe Eli; 


are implanted. There are but two Roots 1t 
AAankend, the Firft and the S:cond Adan 
F 


LEY 


firſt Adam 7s the Root of Sin and Death 
Y & all that abide in him: the ſeeond Adam 
he Root of Righteouſneſs and Life unto 
"who are implanted into him, The Scope 
1s Diſcourſe, 1s to perſwade men not to 
 Aontent te abide in the Root upon which 
ny Naturally grow, viz. the Root of the 
20 Adam, butto ſeek after a new Relation 
P'S» Chriſt, the ſecond Adam. 'The Argu- 
"opts by which the Author preſſeth Souls to 
Pe to Chriſt, are moſt patherical and ſtrong, 
T8] 25 there 15a Vein of Heavenly Aﬀettion 
ch runneth through the whole bodyof the 
courſe to allure ſuch who are yet ſtran- 
JS ro the Lord Jeſus to fall in love with 
in, ſo tvere is much ſolid Matter inter- 
den, whereby thoſe who are already called, 
5 iſ bave attained ro ſome acquaintance 
; Bb [piritual things, may receive farther 
YYantage, 4t pleaſeth the All-wiſe God 
"1eave the Anthor at a great uncertainty 
So Life; the Lord hath kept him in the 
Ti race long, but he hath choſen and refined 
mea i2 it ; and whether it be in this, or in 
BS Yother World, that he ſhall pleaſe to bring 
" Olly forth, they who have moſt intimate con- 
1 fe with him, are perſwaded, he will come 
4 ifrh as Gold. The Lord grant that the 
Elie Preſence of Divine Grace, which at- 
A acd theſe Sermons in the Preaching of 


ann them 
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them, may accompany them in the Public 
tion, that many more Souls may be enamour&*; 


and drawn to the love of that fair ſt of tl: 
thouſand, the Lord Feſus ;, that ſo knowi 
him, and adhering to him, they may be 

ved eternally by hum, by whom all that ha 
been, are, or ſhall be ſaved, are brouz| 
ro Life anaGlory : So prays, 


The unworthieſt of 


rc 
_ Chriſt's Servants, 


' John Row 
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rom 2 Cor.11.2. Thave eſpouſed you 
to one Husband, that IT may preſent 
you achaſt Virgin unto Chriſt. 


WC IPA Pr FER, — ——— 


CH AP. I. 


Pherein an TytroduCtion is made into 
our intended Diſcourſe, the Foun- 
dation thereof iaid, and the Mat- 
ters tobe inquired into in our pro- 
cedure therein Pr opoſed. 


A New Covenant-relation to Chriſt 
['Y is certainly a concern of the great-= 
eſt weight, and higheſt importance 

d the Sons of Men of any in the World ; 
is what lies at the foundation of all true 
Fappineſs both in Time and Eternity; 
vithout it (as a Learned Pivine hath well 
B obſerved) 


= 
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obſerved we are not Chriſttar's; weare on 
ly the carkaſes of Chriſtians ; nor may we 
expect any ſaving advantage by any thing 
that Chriſt hath either done or ſuffered fot 
poor ſinners : And this relation, of ſo muct 
weight and importance to us, the Scripture 
repreſents under various Notions and Ex 
preſſions tous : 'tis repreſented to us, ſome 
times under the notion of a King and Sub 
qedts; hence Chriſtis called King of Sante 
Sometimes under the notion of a Father and 
his Children; hence he is called rhe Ever 
laſting Father ; and they his own words un 
to God the Father : Behold I, and the Chil 
dren which theu haſt given we, Sometimes 
under the notion of Head and Members: 
hence Chriſt is ſaid to be the Head of th 
Body, the Church : and on the other hand 
Believers arc ſaid to te the Body of Chri/ 
and Members one'of another, And to men: 
tion nomore; ſometimes ( as in my Text 
and frequently elſe- where ) *tis repreſentec 
to us under the notion of © Husband and 
«: Wife , Bridegroom and Bride, or the 
& Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 'as its one anc 
© onely Husband ; and under this n6tion 
ſhall ( God aſlitting ) ſpeak a little of it 
avd but a little, no more than to make wa) 
for a practical! Deſign 1 have in my ey 
Which is to woo and allure poor Souls int( 
al 
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the Souls Eſponſa! to Chriſt. 3 
Eſpouſal , or Marriage-Cavenant with 
is Bleſſed Husband, the Lord Jeſus 
hriit, 
That then which is before us to be treated 
f, is the Marriage or Eſpouſai between 
hriſt and Believers; and the better to make 
ay hereunto, you may obſerve, that there 
a three-fold Marriage,as relating to Chriſt 
nd us. 
1, Thereis the Perſonal Marriage, and 
at is between the Perſon of the Son of 
od, the Second Perſon in the Trinity, and 
ur Nature : This Calv:n calls, Verbum In- 
zrnatum, the Incarnate Word; or, as the 
vangeli$t exprelles it, the Word made 
leſh, John 1. 14. this we generally call 
e Hyyoltatical Union. 
2, There is the Myſtical Marriage ; and 
at is between the Perſon of Chriſt, God- 
an, and the Perſon of Believers, as Mi- 
tant here on Earth ; whole Chriſt, and the 
hole -Believer being made one - this the 
ſpoFtle calls, A being joyned to the Lord, 
nd being one Spirit with him, 1 Cor. 6, 17, 
d this we uſually call the Spiritual Union, 
3. There is the Heavenly Marriage ; and 
at is between Chriſt and the Church Tri- 
mphant-above z which indeed is the con- 
mmation of the two former: and this I 
ould call the Glorious Union ; and what 
B 2 that 
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that is I can't tel}, but do hope am goi 

to ſee, ---- In the firſt of theſe lies the toun 
dation of all our happineſs; by the ſecond 
we are brought into an initial participatiq 
of it; by the third, weare put info the f 

poſſeſſion and enjoyment thereof for eve! 
Now, 'tis neither the fir{t, nor laſt, but {; 
cond of theſe that the ApoStie here ſpea 

of, when he faith, I have Eſpouſed you t 
ec Huzband, even to Chris; Whicha 
cordingly I ſhall make the Subject of m 
enſuing Diſcourſe ; which, as alſo the ſun 
of the Apoſtles inteniment, you may tak 
inthis ſhort Poſition, viz. | 


<« That there isa bleſſed Eſpouſal,or Mar 
<« riage-rclation between Chriit and Be 
& levers; or that Believers are Mat 
«ried or Eſpouſed to Chrilt, as thei 
* only Husbans. 


I have Eſpouſed you, ſays the Apolile,t 
onve Husband: not to many, but to» one 
and who 1s that ? why Chriſt, God-man 
So the next words declare, 1 have Eſpouſe 
youto one Huband, that I may preſent yo 
a a chait Virgin to Christ, The ſamei 
alſo held forth in other Scriptures, Fehr 


2.19 FTE tia" j 'f ') the Bride #5 the Eridegroo 
faith *:!; - concerning Chriſt and hi 
whurch 
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the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt. 5 
hu:ch : And again, Rev, 21.9. Come hi- 
er, ſays the Angel to Fohn, ard 1 will ſhew 
ze the Bride, the Lambs Wife: That 1 15, 
e Church, which is the Wife and Spouſe 

f Chriit; but 1 forbear. 

What this Eſpouſal,or Marriage-relation 
etween Chritt and Bclievers is;as alſo how 
is made up and accomplitht, are the prin- 
ipal things to be enquired into, for the 
learins of what lies beforeus; which there- 
re I ſhall addreſs ny ſelf unto, 


"CV HALP,"IH, 


The Eſponſal, or 7arriage-Relation be- 
t;yeen Chrj and relievers opened, 
and the import thercof laid down 
in froe things. 


] }U 7 whatis this Eſpouſal or Marriage- 
LD relat on between Chriſt and Belicvers ? 
he Apoltle Fpeonmg of it, calls it a great 
Myjtery : To's (faith he) # agreat Myſte- 
ry; bur I ſpeak, concerning Chriſt, a and his 
Courch , Epneſ. 5. 32. I ſpeak of that Spi- 
ritual Marriage that is between Chriit and 
his People; which indeed is a great 
B 3 My- 
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Myſtery, that is, an hidden ſecret thirs; 
thing hid from humane reaſon, and not to þ 


underſtood but by Divine Revelation, ani 


the Light of the Holy Spirit. So farasw 
apprehend it, you may take this ſhort a 
count in general of it :*Tis that ſpiritual co 
junction or relation that 1s between Chri 
and Believers, between the Perſon of Chri 
and the Perſon of Believers, ariſing from hi 
mnabitation in them by his Spirit, and the! 
clofe with him by Faith, Much might bt 
ſaid for the opening of this general Conclu 
fion ; but I ſhall wave it, and give you the 
true nature of the thing,under conſideration 


more particularly, as carrying theſe hv 
thingsin it, viz, 


I. Free and cordial Donation. 

{I. Nearand intimate Union. 

III. Sweet and laſting Communion, 

IV. Strong and ardent Aﬀection. 

V. Mutual reſt and complacency for 
ever, 

I. This Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation be- 
tween Chriſt and Believers, carries in it free 
and Cordial Donation; a giving of them- 
felves cach to cther. In Marriages or Eſpou:- 
fals, the Parties give themſelves each to o- 
ther; the Husband gives himſelf unto the 
Wife, and the Wife, by way of return, gives 


her 


her ſelf unto the Husband ; they conſent to 
take each other in that relation, and accord- 
Ying!y do give up themſelves each to other : 
So in this Spiritual Eſpouſal,or Marriage re- 
lation between Chriſt and his People, there1s 
a giving of themſelves cach to other z they 
conſent to take each other, and accordingly 
do give up themſelves each to other, ---- 
Chriit, onthe one hand, gives himſelf unto 
the Soul; I will be thine, ſays he, to the 
bY Soul; thine to love thee, thine to ſave 
oY thee, thine to make thee happy in me, and 
th with me ; I, with all my Riches and Trea- 
on ſures, will be fully and for ever thine : / will 
ivy vc for thee; that is the Language of his 
Eſpouſing Love unto the Soul, Hof. 3. 3. 
And oh how ſweet is this Language / What 
can Chriſt give to poor Sou!s like himſelf ? 
In giving himſelf, he gives the beſt Gift 
that either Heaven or Earth affords : In giv- 
ing himſelf, he gives Life, he gives Peace, 
of be gives Grace, he pives Righteouſneſs, he 
gives the favour of God, he gives Heaven, 
e.ſ he givesall. Oh ſweet Git! ---- On the 
ef other hand, the Soul,by wayof return gives 


the Soul to Chriſt, I will be for thee, and 
not for another : Hence 'tis ſaid, They gave 
themſelves to the Lord, 2 Cor. $8.5. they 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 7 


himſelf to Chriſt : 1 will be thine, ſays 


freely and willingly yielded up themſelves: 
| B 4 to- 
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to Chritt, to be his, and his for ever ; Sweet 
Jeſus, ſuch as I am, and have, I give to thee, 
{am a poor, a ſorry Gift ( ſays the Soul) 


_ infinitely unworthy of thine Acceptance; 


my belt is too bad, my Allis too little for 
thee : but ſecing *tis thy pleaſure to call for, 
and accept of ſuch a Gift at my hands, I'do 
with my whole Soul give up my Self, my 
Strength, my Time, my Talents, my All 
for ever to thee, Andrhough, the truth is, 
this be a ſorry Gift, yet you little think 
how pleaſing, how grateful it is to Chrilt, 
and what a value he puts upon it. You have 
the whole of this owned and aſſerted by the 
Spouſe, Cart. 2, 16. My Beloved ts mine, 
and I am his, 


IT. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relation 


between Chriſt and Believers, carries in it 
In Marriage 


ncar and intimate Union. 
there is a very near union and conjunction 
between the Parties : As they give up them- 
ſelves cach to other, ſo they become one 
each with other ; They are no more twain, 


but one fleſh, Mat. 19.6. So1n tis Eſpou- 
al, or Marriage-rclation between Chriit 


and Believers,there isa very near union and 
conjunction between them ; they two are 
made one; and thus tize Apoltle ſets forth 


the Marriage between Chriſt and them, 


Epheſ. 


the Sonls Eſponuſal to Chriſt. 0 
phe. 5.31, 32. For this cauſe ſhall a man 
-CU-ave Father and Mother, and ſhall be jaynd 
"C.B::0 15 Wife, and they two ſhall be onc fieſh. 
Br»: ;; a oreat Myſtery, but 1 ſpake concern- 
ng Chriſt and the Church, that IS, I ſpeak 
f the Viarriace-relation which is between 
hriit and the Church, which conſfilts in 
Union : Hence alſo Believers are ſaid to be 
joyned to the Lord, and tobe one Spirit with 
1:9,1 Cor.6.17. So that eſpouling to Chriſt, 
and being joyned to Chriſt, are all one, The 
truth is, herein lies the very ſoul and ſub-. 
ſtance of this Spiritual Marriage, viz. 1n& 
ſpiritual union between Chriſt and the Belte- 

cr: though Chritt and the Soul were two 
before; two that were {trangers cach to 
other, Yet in this Marriage or Eſpouſal they 
become one.and ſo one,asthat allthe World 
can never make them two again, never diſ- 
olve this union. By this uſual, but of all 
others oſt pleaſant Metaphor of a Bride- 
ero0;m and Bride (as a learned Man hath 
Obſerved ) ws Expreſſed and ſet forth the 
Sptritual Union that is between Chriſt 
and the Church, Chriſt and every Holy 
Soul, And this Union 1s a full Union, 
an Union between the whole Perſon of 
Chriit, and the whole Perſon of the Be- 
liever; the whole Perſon of Chriſt is united 
unto the Believer, and the whole Perſon - 
Byg Qs 
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of the Believer is united unto Chritt, Mei 
ther 15 our Soul alone (ſaitha Learned man 
qoyned with the Soul of Chriſt alone ;, nor 1 
our fleſh alone joyned with the fleſh 
Chrit alone ; but the whole Perſon of ever 
Believer 15 truly joyned with the whole Per 
ſon of Chri$t, 

1. On the one hand, the whole Perſor 
of Chriſt is united to the Believer ; the Be 
Levers union with Chriit, 1s neither wit! 
the Divine nor Humane Nature confidere 
apart; but it is with the whole Perſen con- 
ſiting of both Natures; and indeed, elie 
tiey could not be ſaid to be united to 
[ Chriſt, ] for neither of the Natures, con- 
fdercd apart, is Chriſt : We cannot ſay,tha 
the Divine Nature is Chriſt, or that the Hu: 
mane Nature is Chriit; but Chriſt is both 
the Divine and Humane Nature, God-man, 
in one Perſon, Chrit (ſaith a Learned Man) 
2s not a name of either nature, but of the Per- 
ſon conſiſting of both Natures,together with 
his Office. Beſides, were we united only tc 
one Nature, and not to the whole Perſon of 
Chrilt, what would our Union avail us? 
Surely it would be vain & ineifectual, Were 
we United tothe Fumane Nature on'y, and 
not tothe Divine, then to be ſure or Unt- 
on muit be ineſſectual; For Chri.t hunell 
tells us,T hat it i5 the Spirit whith guickneth, 

{16 
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the fleſh profiteth nothins, John 6. 63. That 
is, (as judictous Interpreters expound it) the 
fleſh,or Humane Nature of Chriſt confidcre1 
8 alone and without the influence of the Di- 

el vine, availeth nothing to Souls as to their 
cr ſpiritual or eternal good : Nor indeed, can 
the Humane Nature of Chrilt, wittout the 

(ol Divine, give Grace, or any ſpiritual good 
vel thing. On the other hand, were we united 
ti to the Divine Nature alone, and not to the 
call Humane, then our Union would be as 1n- 
nl cficctual : for how full ſoever the Divine 
ll Nature is of Grace and Life in it ſelf, yet 
toll nothing can thence be derived and commu- 
n-W nicated to us, but by and through the Hu- 
ay manity : And indeed, asthe Humanity pro- 
vl fiteth nothing without the Divinity ; fo I 
th may ſay, the Divinity will profit us nothing 
ng without the Humanity. Hence it 1s, thar 
nl Chriſt ſo often ſpeaks of earing his Fleſh, 
7-8 and drinhing his Blood; and withal aſſerts 
til the neceſſity thereof in Order to Life and 
toll happineſs by him, Fohz 6. 5 3,54.55. What 
of doth eating his Fleſh and arimkang his Blood 
M0 fignifie, but an Union with his Humanity ? 
reW 4nd therefore in v.rſ, 56. he addeth, He 
10 at eateth my Fleſh, and arinketh my Blood, 
1-W dwelleth in me, and ] in him; which is an 
1:0 expreſſion of Union; and without this, we: 
), WW have, we can have no Life, no Grace from: 
FL 1k 
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him. Ina word,as the Humanity hath no- 
thing to give or communicate to us, no Life, 
no Grace, no Spiritual Bleſſing without the 
Divinity ; ſo the Divinity is incommunica- 
ble to us without the Humanity ; and there- 
fore were our Union with the one only with- 
out the other; it muſt needs be ineffectual. 1 
will cloſe this withthe ſaying of an eminent 
Divine: Alrhourh all Life, ail Salvation 


4 


fowern from the fu 'neſs of the Diety that us 
:nChriſt,yet potwithſfanding it 15 not COmmus 
nicated row but in the fleſtr, and by the fleſh 
of Chriſt, For the Deity ts as the Fountain 
whense all good things flow, Life and Salva- 
tzon; but the fleſh, or bumanity,ts as the Chan: 
rel, 'by which all theſe good thinss, and all 
Gifts and Graces arc arrived unto us; there- 
fore unleſs a man apprebendeth this Channel, 


andbe united toit he cannot poſ, /[ibly be made 


a partaker of theſe waters which do flow from 
this Fountain, 

2, On theother hand, the whole Perſon 
of the Believer 15 united to Chrilt . not his 
Sout onely without his Body,nor yct his Bo- 
dy orely without his Soul, but his whole 


Perſon confilting of both Soul and Body in 


conjunction :. As Chriit 1s the Saviour, ſo 
ie is the Head of the whole Perſon or every 


Relicver, for he ſaves none but thoſe whom 
he 18.3 Head unto: And: as Ghrilt is the Head 
of. 
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, ſo he muſt have union with the whole 
erſon of every Believer ; for, his being an 
lead implies union,and that union mult ex- 
nd as far as his Headſhip doth, even to 
e whole Perſon : Inſhort, the Believers 
oul is united to Chriſt, therefore ſaith the 
Ypoſtle, 1 Cor. 6,17, He that #5 joyned to 
ie Lord, us one Spirit ; and the Believers 
ody is united to Chriſt, and therefore the 
odies of Believers are ſaid to be /Zembers 
f Chriſt, 1 Cor. 6. 15. thus this union is a 
!l union - And as itis a full, ſoit is a very 

car union. Next to thoſe two great Uni- 
ns, the eſſential Union, the Union of the 
rce Perſons in One and the ſame Divine 
ſence, and the Perſonal Union, the Unt- 
n of the two Natures, Divine and Hu- 
anz, in the,Perſon of Chriſt ; this is the 

careſt Union, Hence it is expreſſed, ſome- 
mes by their berng in each other, Jon, 14- 
O. Te ſhall know, that I amin the Father, 
2d ye in me, and 1 in you : ſometimes by 
heir dwelling in each other; Joh. 6. 56. 
Je that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my 
locd, dwelleth in me,” and I in kim. And 

vhat can be nearcr, than to be and dwell in 
ach other ? It is a ncarer Union than that 
xetween the Husband and the Wife. for that 
Inion may he broken,and is at la{t,but this 
ever 1:,nvvur canbe broken, as inits place 

vl beoſhown, WI. This. 


ſn. th. 


. - 
anos . - ——  — 
— _- 


PEI -& "Oy - on He AE ae ts Go —_— 
w—__ —_——_— = R—= ,— > ave a - * we 
_—_— <g' aw 
ITS wo | uw 
- = =Z - - = 
———— we 
EE I gm I : 
> —_ _ bo 


cus —— 
q 3 ew 
ks - SR Pacer 
— _ 


T4 The beſt Match : Or. 


HH. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relati 
between Chritt and Believers,carries in it f 
and laſting communion : In Marriage-rel 
ons there is a full and free communion b 
tween the Parties, both in what they ar, 
and what they have : The Husband admit 
the Wife into a participation in all he is an 
hath; on the other hand, he communicate 
with her inall ſhe is and hath; and indee 
union is in Order to communion: So here,j 
the Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relation betwee 
Chrilt and Believers, there is.a full and free 
communion between them in all they ar 
and have, On the one hand, Chriſt co 
municates himſelf unto the Believer, ht 
admits him into a fellowſhip and particip1 
tion with him in all his riches. and fulneſ; 
heace is that, Job 1.16, of his fulneſs hav 
we all recerved, and that Grace for Grare: 
verſ. 14. He is ſaid to be full of Grace : And 

what Grace is that? Why all Grace, Per- 
ſonal Grace, Purchaſed Grace,Grace of Pri. 
viledge, and Grace of Influence : And here 
it is ſaid, that of his Fulneſs have all we re 
ceived; not ſome onely, but all, great ani 


ſmall have received, and that not in a low! 
poor, ſcanty meaſure onely, but in great a 


bunJance ; thercfore it's added, and Gract 
for Grace; or Grace upon Grace, heaps 0 
Grace, Gracein a plentiful manner;all Grace 


needfyl 


ey ofQ 
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needful for the Soul, Righteouſneſs, Re 
miſhon of Sins, SanQificatipn, Renovation 
of the Spirit, and the like, Look what- 
ever . Chriſt is, or hath, which Believers 
are capable of, it is all theirs, and they all 
hold communion with him' therein: His 
Beauty.is theirs; and how black and de- 
formed ſocver they are in themſelves, yet 
they are fair and comely in him : Hence ſaith 
the Spouſe, / amblack,, but comely, Cant. 
1.5. thatis, black inmy ſelf, but comely 
in Chriſt ; black by Nature, but comcly by 
the Redeemers Grace; comely through the 
comelineſs which he puts upon me, Etek.16, 
14, His Righteouſneſs is theirs ; and how 
ouilty and unrighteous ſocver they are in 
themſelves, yet in himthey are Righteous, 
MM and do ſtand perfectly righteous inthe fight 
MF of God; Hence his Name is ſaid to be, The 
il Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. 23.6. and they 
8 are ſaid to be made the Righteouſneſs of God 
i. 77 17,2 Cor.5.21.His Priviledges and Dig- 
re nities are theirs; and how vile and baſe ſo- 
e-M cver they are in taemſelves ; yet in him:they 
1 are highly. dignified and :dvanc:d Is hea 
Son ? So are they through him : To as many 
as rcceived him, tothem pave he power to be- 
come the Sons of Ged, to as wany as believed 
inbis Nawe, John 1.12. Is hean Heir, an 
Heir of God? ſoare they, they arc Heirs, 
| Jag, 
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fulneſs of the God-head bodily ; bodily, that 


yea co-heirs with himof Gad, Rom. 8 17 


Is he beloved by the Father, and that with t 
a choiſe and ſingular love ? ſoare they,theylf ©* 
are beloved in him, Epbeſ.1.6.yea, they areM* 
beloved with the fame love, wherewith helÞ'®* 
is bcloved by the Father, Fobhn 17.23, IM®" 
he a King ? ſo arethey,he hath made them, dr 
and doth make them all Kings, and they do, y 
and ſhall reign with him for ever, Rev. 1.6, 
Is he in Heaven, in poſſeſſion of happineſs p 


and glory? ſo are they : Hence they are 
ſaid ro ſit topether with him 8n heuvenly pla-l 
ces, Epheſ. 2.6, What ſhall I ſay ? his 

oloryis theirs: The glory which thou gaveſt 
1c (faith he to his Father) 1 have givin 
them, Joh. 17.22, Yea all his divine ful. 
neſs is theirs; and how empty and imper- 
fect ſoever they are in themſelves, yet they 
are perfect and compleat in him, and in his 
fulneſs,Col.2.9,10. In him dwelleth a'l the 


is, truly perfectly, unchangeably, and 
not typically only, as in the Temple of old, 
All the fulneſs and perfeCtion of the God- 
head dwelleth truly and perfectly in him : 
And what then ? why it follows, and ye are 
compleat in him, q.d. You are poor and 
empty things in your ſelves, but your Head 
and Husband hath all the fulneſs of the God- 
head inhim, andis is alwayes in him ; for 

14 
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tdwellethin him; and it 1s all yours, and 
ou do communicate with him in all, ſo far 
s$ you are capable of it, to compleat you 
doth in-Grace and, Glory, Thus Chriſt 
ommunicates himſelf unto the Believer,and 
dmits him into a participation with him in 
lhe1s and hath, | 

On the other hand, Chriſt partakes and 
olds communion with Believers in all they 
re and have : And what is their All ? truly 

WW poor All; in and of themſelves, they 
- (W2vc nothing but ſins and forrows, guilt 
nd afflictions. Indeed in marrying of them, 
e gives them Gifts, Graces, Comforts,and 

e like : and having given them theſe, he 
olds communion with them in all : their 
ifts and Graces, their Joys and Comforts 
rc his : but, I ſay, in and of themſelves 
cy have nothing but ſorrows and fins, and 
cina ſort holdeth communion with them 

both : he holds communion with 
em in their ſorrows; hence it 1s ſaid, 
at iz all their affliftions he 15 afflicted, 
4.03.9, 

He looks upon their ſorrows as his, and 
cir ſufferings as his.] was an hungry.,and ye 
ave me no meat ; 1Iwas thirſty,nuked,impre- 
ned, &c, Mat. 25. 35, 36. Andoſten (you 
now) in Scripture, their Sufferings and 
fictions, are called the Sufferings and 
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Afﬀlictions of Chriit : And why the Suffer 
ings and Afflictions of Chriſt ? not onely be 
cauſe for the mo{t part they ſuffer for hit 
ſake; but alſo becauſe he ſuffereth and i 
afflicted in them, and with them : He com 
municates with them in tacir afflictions: 
And, as in their ſorrows, ſo alſo in ſome 
ſort in their {ins too : Hence he calls their fin 
as well as their affliftions, his, fine Ini 
quities have taken hold upon me, Pſal. 4.0 12 
Which Luther, and others, underſtand 0 
Chriſt ſpeaking of our ſins, and calling then 
his: Not, my Beloved, that he doth ad 
mit of any the leaſt ſtain or tinEture of ſi 
ful defilement upon himſelf; but he ſo look 
upon our fins as his, as to take them 0! 
from us, and looks upon himfelf reſpo 
ble to the Fathers Juſtice for them : ſo 
was ſaid to be made ſin for us, 2 Cor. 5. 21 
O what Grace is here I cloſe this head witl 
a great and ſweet ſaying. which I have read 
in one of the Ancients, ſutable to this put 
poſe. <Thelike ſweet Names are not tc 
« found, by which the ſweet Aﬀections dl 
« Chriſt and the Soul are expreſſed each t( 
«other, as thoſe of the Bridegroom and 
**©the Bride, for why, all things are com 
< mon with them, nothing proper, -havin| 
« nothing ſeparate and apart each fron 
other; they have both one Inheritance 
| (v1 By 
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© one Hou'e, one Table , one Marriage- 
« bed,alſo one fleſh ; The ſum is, they com- 
municate with each other in all they arc and 
have. 


IV. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relatjon 
between Chriſt and Believers carries in it 
ſtrong and ardent AﬀeCtion, In a Marri- 
age-relation, there is the deareſt, ſtrongeſt, 
and moſt intimate Aﬀection that is to be 
found among the Children of Men: *Tis a 
Relation made up of love : Love is not only 
a concomitant of Marriage, but it is even a 
part of it, and is eſſential to it : In Marri- 
ages,hearts muſt be joyned as well as hands, 
or they are not right : So here in this Spiri- 
tual-eſpouſal, or Marriage-relation between 
Chriſt and Believers,there is a very dear and 
intimate Aﬀection each to other; their 
hearts are indeed knit, and do intimatel 
cleave to one another: The Saints(ſays one) 
are called the Spouſe of Chriſt, Propter 
amoris magnitudinem; becauſe of that great 
and unparalled love that is between them, 
And itis a ſweet ſaying, which I have read 
in one of the Ancients, to this purpoſe, 
« Chriſt (ſays be) calls himſelf our Bride-- 
«sroom, that he might infinuate tne great- 
* neſs of his love to us, which decays not 


E withtime ; and he calls us his Spouſe, os h 
> C US 


_ having in this love of his eſpouſed him to 
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his Wife, noting that our love to him ſhonld 
be always new, always lively and vivorom, 
The truth is, no Love like that between 
Chrilt and his Spouſe ; Chrilt Loves anl 
Eſpouſes, and the Soul Loves and is E- 
ſpouſed ; and both being Efpouſed, do love 
for ever; and ſo this relation is both founded 
in love, and perfected in love; *ttz both 
made up and managed with Love on all 
hands; Chrift ſets his love upon the Soul,and 
in that love eſpouſes him to himſelf; and 


himſelf,then he loves him as his Spouſe : of- 
ten in the Book of Canricles his Spouſe is 
called his Love; as alſo he on-the other 
hand 1s called her Beloved: and what doth 
this note, but that the whole relation con- 
liſts mainly in love and that they are moſt 
dearly & intimately beloved by cach other ? 
Chriſt having eſpouſed the Soul to himſelt, 
now his love runs out in !ull treams towards 
him; he loves him above all the re!t of the 
Creatures,inſome reſpects above the Angcls 
themſelves, as ſtanding in a nearer relation 
to him than they do. On the other hand, 
the Souls love is drawn out to Crit}, and 
loving him, he is eſpouſed to him, 4nd being 
Eſpouſed to him, he loves him yet more; 
now Cir:i/t is laid between hs brea(ts, in his 
molt intimate Aﬀections, he has the Throne 

in 
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n his heart, Cart. 1.13, yea, the Soul by 
degrees comes to be ſick of Loveto him,(as 
you haveit) Cart. 2.5. Stay me with Fla- 
gons, (ſays ſhe) comfort me with Apples, 
or 1 am fick, of Love; to whom? to Chriſt : 
And truly this ( as one of the Ancients hath 
obſerved ) u a ſweet ſickneſs, a bleſſed lan- 
uor, a pleaſant love : And this love between 
Chriſt and his Spouſe, is a chaſte love, a 
dM Virgin love, a love thatis pitched upon the 
dM perfon of eachother ; Chriit loves the per- 
0 fon of the Believer, and the believer loves 
f. MW the Perſon of Chriſt, Of which more in 
is its place. 
. V. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relation 
1M between Chriit and believers, carries in ita 
mutual reſt and complacency for ever. . In a 
Marriage-relation, there is great delight and 
complacency the parties have,or ſhould have 
cach inother,eſpecially in the day of Eſpou- 
fals. You know how Solomon ſpeaks, Re- 
Joyce with the Wife of thy Youth : let her be as 
the loving Hind and pleaſant Roe : let her 
Breaſts ſatisfie thee at all times, gnd'be tho 
ravi ol always with her love,Prov.5.18,19. 
All noting that joy, reſt, and complacency 
that that relation carries init, and the Par- 
tics have in each other ; and we read ( you 
\ know of the joy of the Bridegroom, as 
the higheſt and pureit, that is found ajnong 
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the Sons of Men : So in this Spiritual Eſpou- 
ſal between Chriſt and Believers, there is 
a mutual reſt and complacency which they 
have in cach other : They are, as it were, 
the reſt, the joy, the ſatisfaCtion of each 
other ; the ſolace of each others Souls. On 
the one hand, Chriſt reſts and rejoyces in the 
Believer, as one would do in the Wife of 
his Youth - This his Spouſe is to him, 4s 4 
loving Hina, and pleaſant Roe, and helives 
joyfully with her : hence ſhe is called his de- 
light, and that as being Married to him: 
Thou ſhalt be called Hephzibath, ( ſays he 
to her ) for the Lord delighrethin thee,thou 
ſhalt be the joy and delight of my Soul, //a, 
62.4, Andagain, As a young man /Mar- 
rieth a Virgin , ſo ſhall thy Sons Marry 
thee; and as the Bridegroom rejoyceth over. 
the Bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejoyce over 
thee, verſ. 5. The ſum of all which amounts 
to this, That Chriſt marrying his People to 
himſelf, delights in them, and rejoyces over 
them, and that with the higheſt and pureſt 
delight and complacency of all others, a de-' 
light and complacency ſutable to the relati- 
on:-Thetruth is, he ſpeaks as if all hisde- 
light were in them, as if he had forgotten 
to delight in the Angels, or in any of the 
works of his hands, but in them alone, .24y 
- Feoaneſs (ſays heto the Father) exrendeth 
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yot to thee, but to the Saints, wn whom 15 all 
y delight, Pſalm 16.2, Yea, hedeclares 
imſelf Raviſhed with them, as his Spouſe; 
ant. 4. 9. Thou ba$t raviſhed my heart my 
ter, Sponſe;thou haſt raviſhed my heart: 
\nd he ſpeaks as one raviſhed indeed, Carr. 
7.6. How fair and pleaſant art thou,O Love, 
or delight | and Chap. 6.v. 5. he acknow- 
edges himſelf captivated by her, Turn away 
hine eyesfrom me.for they have overcome me: 
ea, he has declared them to be his Reſt, 
Pal. 132. 14. This is my reſt for cver, (ſays 
e) here will ] dwcll, for I have deſired it : 
t's ſpoken of Zion,as a Type of the Church, 
and Spouſe of Chriſt, and his relt in her; 
and indeed they are his Reſt, his Soul is at 
eſt in them, in them is his higheſt joy - 
ence that ſweet word, Zeph. 3.17. The 
ord thy God, in the midſt of thee us mighty ; 

e will rejoyce over thee with joy ; be will reſt 
'n bus love upon thee,he will joy over thee with 
inging ;, as much as to ſay, his whole reſt, 
ſolace, and delight ſhall be mn thee. On the 
dther hand, the Believer reſts and rejoyces 
n Chriſt,as in his Head and Husband: 7 ſar 
down under his ſhadow (ſays the Spouſe ) 
ith great delight, Cant. 2. 3. She did ſuas 
viter requieſcerc(as one expreſſes it) ſweetly 
relt, and repoſe her Soul in him : Her Soul 
Was at reſt, and filled with delight, great de- 
| light, 


- and ſatisfaction of Soul did I converſe with 


' O how ſweet is this ! this makes this Eſpou 
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light, ſhe had great ſpringings of joy withi 
her, and all this in Chriſt her Bridegroom 
in his Perſon, in his Preſence, in his-Pro 
tection, in the fruits of his Grace and Love 
And therefore it follows, and his Fruit wa 
ſweet to my taſte; as if ſhe ſhould ſay, C 
with what joy, what ſolace, what delighlW 
him, and feed upon him ! Thus in theſe 
Eſpouſals there is a mutual delight and fa 
tisfaction between Chriſt and Believers: and 


fal to reliſh ſtrongly of Heaven, and to ſet 
the Soul down even at the Gate thercof 
Thus 1 have ſhewn you what this E ſpouſal 
or Marriape-relation between Chriſt an 
Believers is. 
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CHAP.-IIL. 


In which the way and means of the ac- 
compliſhment of th/sEfjporſal or Mar- 
riage-relation between Chriſt 'and 
Beliewers is enquired; into, ard 4 
general acconnt thereof given, 


Hs ſeen ſomewhat of the nature of 
the Eſpouſal or Marriage-rclation be- 
tween Chrilt and Believers, the next thing 
to be er.quired intois, How this Eſpouſal or 
Relation is made up and-accompliſhed : To 
be ſure, naturally we are all ſtrangers to 1t, 
and unacqu-inted with it, - being (as the 4- 
poſile fpeakes) without Chriſt, that 1s, with> 
out union with him, or any ſpiritual Relatt- 
-W on to him, Epheſ. 2. 12. But how then, 
and in what way ts it brought about ? In 
gcneral, it is from Divine Grace, the Grace 

of God in Jeſus Chrilt acting and laying out 

it ſelf for us and upon us; and it is from 

D Divine Grace two wayes; or as that Grace 
WO carries a double oppoſition with it. Firſt,As 
it ſtands in oppoſition to any thing of worth 
; CG or 
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or deſcrvings in us; and ſo itflowes from the 
riches of Divine Grace, as its onely ſpring 
and Fountain - And, ſecondly, as that Grace 
ſtards in oppoſition to any thing of powe 
or ability in us ; and ſoit is effected by the 
Power of Divine Grace as its Principle and 
Efficient : Accordingly take this General in 
theſe two propoſitions: 


I. This Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation be- 
tween Ct rilt and Believers, flows from the 
Riches of Divine Grace,as its onely Spring 
and Fountain : that any of the Sons of Men 
are Marricd or Eſpouſed to Chriſt, 1s not 
from any thing of worth or deſervings in 
them, but purely and intirely from free 
Grace and Love dwel'ing and working - 1n 
the heart of God and Chriſt towards them; 
and thisaccount the Scripture gives us of it, 
Jer. 31.3.1 have loved thee with an everlaſt- 
119 lyvc;therefore with loving kindneſs have l 
aruwn thee : asif he ſhould ſay I have 
drawn thee out of thy ſins, out of thy un- 
belief, out of thy carnal reſts and refuges, 
and] have drawn thee tomy ſelf, into unt- 
on and communion with my ſelf, into a 
Marriage-covenant and Relation with my 
ſelf ; and all this from mine own free love, 
that love, that kindneſs ,that has been in my 
heart towards thee from everlaſting : So a- 

gain 
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ain, Hoſ.2. 19. I will betrath thee unto we 
or ever ; yea, | will betroth thee unto me in 
iohteo»ſneſs,and in judgment,and.in lovins 
indnefſs, and in Mercies, Mark, it 19 mercy 
nd loving kindneſs, which eſpouſes Souls to 
hriſt. - God\ ſayes one upon this place ) 

ſpouſes us to Chriſk , indued there- 
nto by no merits of ours, but by his 
wa goodneſs and mercy. Andindeed,my 
teloved, what have we, or what have any 
f the Sons of men, that ſhould ſpeak the 
ne or the other worthy of a cunjugal-rela= 
onto Chrilt, or that ſhould invite and in- 
Juce him to take us into ſuch a relation ts 
imſelf ? Have we Birth or Parentage to in- 
Iuce him ? No alas ! as to our ſtate, weare 
ll ofthe brood of Hell, and thence, as ſin- 
jers, weall have our deſcent and original, 
Fohn 8. 44. Have we beauty an amiable-: 
eſs ? No,for we are all black anJ deformcd 
nour ſelves, we have the ſpirit of the De- 
[inus, and the image of the Devil upon 
$ : we areblind,and deaf, and dymb, and 
ame,and crooked : ſo the Scripture ſpeaks 
ff usin our natural ſtate, weare all :7 our 
Hood and gore; caſt out into the open field to 
be loath ing of our perſons, Etek, 16. 5, 6. 
\nd as their caſe is repreſented, 1/a. 16.ſuch 
Sour ſpiritually, Even from rhe ſole of the 
oor, to the crown of the head, there 1510 
; C2 ſound 
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neſs in; nothing but wounds, and bruiſes 
and petrifying ſores : Ina word, weare al 
ſn, and have nothing but ſin, Know, ( 
Spouſe of Chrit, (fayes one of the Ana 
ents) that thouhaſt nuthing of thy ſelf t 

ſins; as for ail thy g rood things, they are thi 
Grace of thy Bridz, groom to thee, to who 

therefore orve the elory of it : I ſay, we 
have nothins but fins, and is there any 
beauty, any comclineſs in that to attract an 
Holy Jeſus ? Surely no. Have we Riche 
and Treaſures? No; for indeed we are 
Poor, and miſerable, and blind, and rakgd, 
Rev.3. 17, Treaſures, it 1s true,we have 
but they are black ones ; treaſures of fin and 
wickedneſs, treaſures of guilt and wrat 

which ſurely cannot render us worthy, bu 
molt unworthy of ſuch a Relation, Hat 
we wiſdom and parts to invite him? No; 
weare altop ether brutiſh and fooliſh, Jer.10, 
8. Wiſe we are, but it is to do evil; to 4 
good we have no hnowledye. Jer. 4.22,HawW 
we love and kindacſs in vs towards him 
g90d nature? No; for naturally we love hin 
not; yea, we hate 1%, and are enemies t( 
him, Luk. 19. 14, We hate both him and th 
Father ,as he charged the Jews of old , Ye 

we arecnmity it ſelfto him, Rom, 8.7, W 
are enemies to his Perſon, to his Kingdom) 
to tis Grace, to his Righteouſneſs, to hi 
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ayes, and to all acquaintance and commu - 
nion with kim : Thus we have nothing to 
i1Jnce-him to take us into ſuch a Relation - 
at the beit, we are but poor worms, whoſe 
Founaation 15 inthe gu$t ; And whatcan it 
be, but free and rich Grace in Chrilt to mc r- 

ry and eſpouſe ſuch unto himſelt ? 


[l1. This Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation 
berween Ciriit and Believers, is wrought 
anJ effected by the Power of Divine Grace, 
as its principle and ethcient: W hen Souls are 
married and eſpouſed to Chriſt, *tisnot done 
by any power or ability of their own, nor 
yet by the power andefticacy of means and 
initruments, but *tis purely from the power 
and eſticacy of Divine Grace : Indeed, God 
makes uſe of Means and In!tryments, he 
makes uſe of the Goſpel and Goſpel. Mint- 
liters for the eſpouſing of ſinners to his Son, 
and theſe arc the onely ordinary way and 
means whereby he doth it; therefore ſayes 
tne ApoSHe in my Text, [ 1] have eſpouſed 
you to one Hushand ; thatis, I by my Mint- 
ſtry, 1 by preaching the everlaſting Qoſp?l, 
have been an Inftrument in God's hand for 
your eſpouſing to Chriit :; but though God 
thus makes uſe of means and in{truments in 
this VVork,yet ſtill theV Vork itſelfis from . 
pure Grace, anJ to Grace doth Chri:t attri- 
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bute it, ex cluding all other power but thi 
as ſufficient hereunto, Fohn 6. 44. No ma 
cancome tome, or believe on me, cloſe with 
me 1na Marriage-Covenant, except rh» Fa: 
ther which hath ſent me draw him: that is, 
except the power of Divine Grace be put 
forth upon him in order hereunto - thedraiw: 
ing Chriſt here ſpeaks of, is comprehenſive 
of the whole buſineſs ; it's the enabling of 
us to come to Chriſt, to believe on him, and 
cloſe with him as our Head and Husband, 
It notes { as one obſerves ) not any vio- 
lent coaction or conſtraint, but a ſweet-bow- 
ing of the Will, which in it ſelf was averſe 
from, and oppoſite to God and Chrilt , and 
withal), a carrying of the Soul to Chriſt and 
an enabling of him to cloſe with him in 
this Relation : andthis Chriſt aſcribes whol- 
ly to the power of Divine Grace : the truth 
is, in and of our ſelves we have no power or 
ability- for ſucha work ; we are without 
ſtrength, Rom. 6, 5. Yea, when we are 
brought into Chriſt by the power of Divine 


Grace ; yet then, in and of our ſelves we- 


can do nothing ; So Chriit tell us, Fob. 15.5. 


Without me ye can do nothing," Yea when 


weare brought into Chriſt, and have had 
fome communion with him ; yet we :can't 
follow after him, nor draw one tittle nearer 
to him , unleſs. a freſh influence of Divine 


Grace 3 
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Grace be put forth upon us, enabling us 
thereunto;ſo much the Spouſe was ſen{ible 
of, and therefore prayes thus, Draw mezand 
w2 will run after thee, Cant. 1. 4. As if ſhe 
ſhould ſay, Lord in my ſelf I can't fiir one 
foot towards thee ; but do thou put forth 
thy power indrawing of me, and then, and 
not till then , ſhall I come. nearer to thee : 
Yea, my Beloved, the eſpouling of Souls to 


nd Chriit, is not only the Act or work of Di- 
d, MW v.nc Grace, and the power of it ; But 'tis 
0M the Act or work of the mighty power of 
v-W that Grace; 'tis not an ordinary power that 


is and muſt be put forth therein, but even the 
oreatneſs of the power of that Grace, a 
power no-leſs than that which was put forth 
in raiſing Chriſt from the dead; Sothe Apo- 
{tle tells us, Epheſ. 1.18. 19, 20. That you 
may know ( ſayes he ) what is the exceeding 
greatneſs of his power to us-ward,who believe 
according ta the wor king of his mighty power 
which he wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed 
him from the dead. So then here 1s power, 
mighty power,the mighty power of God,the 
orcatneſs of the mighty power of God, the 
exceeding greatneſs of the mighty. power of 
God, the lame exceeding greatneſs of the 
mighty power of God which raiſed Chriſt 
from the dead ; and all put forth to enable 
us to believe, and ſoto cloſe with Chriſt in 
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a Marriage-Covenant, Thus this Work tz. 
every way from Divine Grace, Bu: here | 


more particularly, the enquiry will be, what 
thoſe Acts or Works of Divine Grace are, 
hy which poor ſinners come to be eſpouſed 
to Chriſt ? 1 ſhall reduce them all to two 
Heads; they are either, (firſt) more remote, 
being Acts of Divine Grace put forth for us 
andtowards us; or (ſecondly) more near, 
being Acts of Divine Grace put forth in us 
and upon us - In the firſt, the Father and Je- 
{us Chriſt work more immediately by and 
from themſelves : In the ſecond,they work 
by the influence and miniſtry of the Blefcd 
Spirit : I'le ſpeak alittle of cach. 


CHAP. 
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IVherein are contained the more remote 
Ad s of Divine Grace,put forth more: 
immedi Rely by the Father and Jeſus 
Chriſt, for us and towards us,in order” 
to the accompliſhment of the Eſpouſal 
between Chriſt and us. 


Here are ſome morc remote. Acts. of: 
Grace, Acts of Grace put forth more: 


| immediately by the Father and Jeſus Chrilt,, 


for us, and toward us, in order to the. ma- 


king up of this Eſpouſal or Marriage-relati-- 


on between Chriſt and us; and of theſe L 
ſhall mention five, all which do neceffarily: 
concur, and have their influence into this bu- 
lineſs, and indeed there is much of the My- 


| ſtery of Godin them : Theyare theſe. 


I. God the Father.marries and Eſpouſes: 
our Nature to the Perſon of his Son, and: 
thereby fits and prepares him to be an Huf, 
band for us; this God has done once for al!,, 
aud. the. influence: thereof concurs. unto the: 
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accompliſhment of the Eſpouſal between 
Chriſt and every Believer. 1 ſhall illuſtrate 
this unto you, from that Parable Mar. 22. 
beg. where we readof a King who made a 
marriage for his Son; by which King we are 
_ to underſtand God. the Father ; and by his 
Son, Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son of that 


EternalFather, He,who proceeded from him: 


by cternal generatton.: God the Father then 
3s.here ſaid to make a marriage for his Son :_ 


But, pray, who is the Spouſe ? tis obſerved 
by Divines,that the Spouſe is.not here men- 
zoned : Who or what thenis ſhe ? *tisan- 
fviered, Chriſt has a two-fold Spouſe ; our: 
Nature, and tlie perſons of Believers : Both 


which may be intended here, though the | 


fir/t. ghicfly and principally ; and ſo by the 
Marriage here we are to underſtand thePer- 


nal Marriage, the Marriage between the: 


Perſonof the Son of God and our Nature : 
and ſo Calvin and others expound it - This 
primarily, but ſecondarily, and by confe- 


quence,the Spiritual Marriage the Marriage | 
between Chrilt and Believers; and we are 


to look. on the one as laying a foundation and 


making way for the other-: So that the 


whole refolves into this.that God the Father 


hath married and eſpouſed ourNature to the 


Perſon. of his Son in the hypoſtatical union, 
and thereby has fitted and prepared him to 


3%. 
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be an Husband for us,and made way for the : 
marriage of our perſons to his Perſon in the-- 
Spiritual Union - And indeed, unleſs our 
Nature had been firſt married to him 1n the 
one, our perſons could never poſſibly have 
been married to himin the other; for pray 
obſerve, the glory of Chriſt conſidered as 
the Eternal Son,and ſo as God,is too bright, 
and the diltance between him and us too. 
oreat for us to come to him, and be made - 
one with him in a Marriage-relation : Chriſt 
conſidered in his own naked glory, as God; 
is too bright an Object for us to look upon, 
much more to have ſo near an. umion to, and. 
communion with; one ſight of him thus. 
conſidered, is enough to ſwallow us up, 
and even to overwhelm our Spirits : We- 
cannot thus ſee him and live. : But now 
our Nature being married and eſpouſed 
to his Divine Perſon ; that is to ſay, he hav- 
ing aſſumed our Nature into union with - 
himſelf, as the eternal Son, which the Evar- 
geliſt calls his being made fleſh, Joh, 1. 14. 
And the Apoſtle, hi partaking of fleſh and. 
blood, Heb. 2. 14. Hereby the overwhelm: 
ing brightneſs of his Glory is veiled,and the - 
dreadful terror of his greatneſs, together - 
with the affrighting diftance between him : 
and us is taken away : Yea, hereby his glo- 
ry is brovght down .(as.one hath it) to our” 
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eye, to our beholding :- Hereby he has mar-: 
vxellouſly ſweetned and endeared himſelf to 


us, and made way for us for a free acceſs tor! 
bim, and the neareſt unjon and communion 


with him: Hence Divines give this as one 
Reaſon of Chriſts Incarnation, that he 


might thereby become a fit Husband for his. 
People, and they might be capable of union. 
and. communion with him :: Therefore 
{ as a Learned Man has Obſerved) was: 


the Son of God made Man, that he might 
be atrue, a fit Bridegroom for the Church; 


and 'tis rightly obſerved by Divines, that i in | 


{tri propriety of ſpeech,neithcr the Father, 
nor the Holy Spirit, but the Son, the ſecond: 


Perſon in Trinity, is the Churches Bride- 


Sr00Mm; and they give this reaſon for it, be- 
cauſe he only was made Man, he only was: 
tncarnate; O, had not the Son of God been: 


incarnate, had he not: (as Auſtin's expreſſion | 


4) marricd our Nature to himſelf in the 
Worb of the Virgin, none of us had ever 
been capable of ſuch a priviledge, ſuch an 
happineſs, as a-.conjugal-union and commu- 
nion with him. That therefore is the firſt 
ft of Grace in this buſineſs. 


II. God the Father gives Chriſt unto the- 


Soul, and the Soul to Chriſt ; he gives Chriſt 
foran.Head and Husband to the Soul, and he 
gives. 
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pives the ſoul for a Bride or Spouſe to Chrilt.. 
(Firſt)He gives Chriſt for an. Head and Hus- 
band to the Soul, .in Fobz 4. 10, Chriſt is 
called rhe Gift of God: And how the Gitt of 
God ? two ways, ( Firit, ) in that he gave: 
him for-us; he gave himto be Incarnate, to 
ſuffer, 40 hleed, to dye,.to be made fin and. 
a.curſe for us; he gave him as: an Offering: 
and a Sacrifice for us ; and (ſecondly ) in: 
that he gives him alſo to.us; he gives him to 
be an Head and Husband to. us : Hence tis. 
ſaid, "That he gave bim to be Head to the 
Church, and ſuch an Head as has the com- 
mand. and diſpoſe of all things; Ze gave 
him to be Head aver all things to the Church, 
Epheſ. 1.22, both in the Counſel of his Will: 
from Eternity, andalſo in the Act or Work. 
of his Grace here in Time, he thus gives 
Chriſt tous : -And O how richly and glort- 
ouſly doth his Grace ſhine forth herein! In. 
Siving Chriſt to us, he gives his beſt and his: 
deareſt; for he has nothing better, nothing 
dearer to him than his Chritt, (as afterwards 
may be ſhewn.) ( Secondly.) He gives the 
Soul for a Bride or Spouſe to Chriſt : Be- 
lievers ( you know.) are often ſaid to be 
given by the Father to Jeſus Chriſt; Jy Fa- 
ther which gave them me. ( ſays Chriſt con- 
ccrning Believers) greater than all, Joh. 10. 
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'29.And thine they were,and thou gaveſt them 


me, Joh. 17.6. with many other places which 
might be mentioned, God gives all the E- 
lect to Chrilt to be his Spouſe; he gives them 
to him (firſt) in the eternal purpoſe and 
counſel of his Grace; in the day of-ever- 
laſting love, when God firſt ſet his heart up- 
on his choſen.ones, then gave he them to his 
Son, and wilP'd their union to him ina Mar- þ 
riape-Covenant ; and he gives them to him 
alſo (ſecondly) in the work of Vocation, 
which makes way for the working of Faith ' 
in Chriſt in the Soul, The Father (ſays one) 
bath given+his Spouſe to hs Son, (ſpeaking 
of his Church) and joyns her to him by bis 
Spirit, And, my Beloved, without this Act | 
of Grace put forth by God towards us, the 
Match would never be made between Chriſt 
and any poor Soul; for this indeed is that 
which brings the Soul to Chriſt : So much 
Chriſt himſelf tells us, Fohn 6. 37. All that 
the Father giveth me, ſhall come to me Mark, 
tis the Fathers giving us to Chriſt , that 
brings us to him ; and were we not by the - 
Father given to him, we ſhould never come 
to him by believing; and if we never came 
to him by believing, there could never be a 
Marriage-union and. relation between him 
and ns, 


YI, Chriſt, | 
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II. Chriſt readily approves-and accepts 
of the Fathers Gift ,, being willing , yea. 
longingly deſirous to eſpouſe them unto him- 
{cit, whom his Father gives him in Order 
thereunto. In the making up of a Marri- 
age, *tis not enough that the Father gives 
ſuch or ſuch an one to his Son, and his Son 
to her ; but there muſt alſo be the conſent of 


the Son; he mult approve and accept of the 


Fathers Gift ; and ſo does Chriſt here, he 
approves and accepts of the Fathers Gift : 
the Father wills his taking ſuch and ſuch poor 
ſinners to Wife, and accordingly gives him 
to them, and thzm to him, and the Will of 
Chriſt falls in with, and is conformed to the. 
Wil of the Father herein, and ſo the Match 
goes .0n - this you have clearly held forth, 
Johns. 37. All that the Father hath given 
me,cometh unto me; and him that cometh un- 
to me, I will inno wiſe caſt out. Mark, Here 
areamong others, two things. 1. Here 1s 
the Fathers giving of poor finners to Chriſt, 
and therein his will and conſent that they 
ſhould be eſpouſed to him; that in theſe 
words, All that the Father hath given me, 
2, Here is Chriſts approbation.and accepta- 
tion of this Gift of the Father, with his-will 
and conſent to eſpouſe them to himſelf; that 
in theſe words, And him that cometh unto me.,. 
1 will in no wiſe caſt out ; that is, I will af- 
Is ets iuredly 
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furedly receive him, and accept of him [ 
will take him into a conjugal union and re- 
lation to my ſelf.Ciriſt here plainly declares 
his acceptance of the Father's Gift, giving 
poor ſinners to him to be his Spouſes. Tis a 
great ſaying, & ſutable to this I am ſpeaking, 
which I have read in a great Divine, Tye 


eternal will and good pleaſure of God ſre-. 


cedes (ſays he) but Curiji the Bridegroom 
cannot but will the ſame thing which the Fa- 
tner wills ; bis Will is conformed to the Fa- 
thers, and therefore does he accept us as his 
Spouſe. Ina, word, in this At of Grace, 
Chriſt's Language ts ſuch as this, Father,dot 
thou give ſuch and ſuch poor ſinners to me ? 


and is it thy Will, that they ſhould be eſpou-' 


ſed tome ? Content; I do freely accept of 
them, and am willing to eſpouſe them tomy 
ſelf for ever : 'tis true, they are poor worth- 
leſs Creatures, altogether unſutable to. my 
dignity and greatneſs ; but Father they arc 
thy Gift, and Laccept of them as ſuch : true, 
there is no beauty inthem that I ſhonld de- 


fire them, but they are thy Gift, and I will 
marry them, and make them beautiful :.and 


Oh what Grace is this! 


IV. TheLord Jeſus Chriſt not onely.ap- 
proves and accepts of the Fathers Gift, but 
moreover he redeems themthus giventohim 


with: 
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withthe price of his own Blood ; he ranſoms 
them from Sin, and Death, and Heil, where- 
unto inthemſclves they were all in bonda oe, 
which alſo neceſſarily concurs to the ac- 
compl:ſhment of the eſpouſal between him 
and them, *Tis Obſerved by ſome, that in 
the Eaſtern Countries, it was the manner 
for inen to buy their Wives; and indeed ſo 
much ſeems to be intimated in that Meflage 
of Saul to David, T Sam. 18.25. where, 


when he would perſwade David to marry 


his Daughter, in pretence at leaſt, he ſends 
him word, that he defired not any Dowry, 
but ſo and ſo: It ſeems then, that it was. 
uſual to expect a Dowry. The ſame alſo 
appears by the practice of Shechem,Gen. 34. 
11, 12, where being in love with Dinab,Fa- 

cob's Daughter he profered to give a Dowry 
for her; Give me (ſays he) but thy Damoſel 
to wife, and ak me never fo much Dowry 
and Gif fr, and I wall give it thee, To be 
ſure ſo 'tis here, Chill buys all his Spouſes, 
and gives a. vaſt Gift for - hah Chriſt in- 

dced is in love with poor ſinners, given him 
by the Father, and deſires to marry them to 
himſelf; but he muſt buy them if he means 
to have them, and buy them he does, andar 
a dear rate ; he gives a great Dowry fot 
them. even his Life, his Blood, his Glory, 
and all for atime : Hence he is ſaid ro give 


hin ſelf 


never ſo much Dowry,c I willgiveit. Why, 
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himſelf for as, Epheſ. F-25. and to purchaſe An 
25 by bes Blood, Acts 20, 28, Hence we areſl *P 
ſaid to be bought by him with a price, witha|ſſ fo! 
Sreat price,a price of incſtimable value,even ole 
his own moſt precious Blood, 1 Cor. 6. 20, 
The caſe lies thus, the Elect, as well as 0. 
thers, were all gone into Captivity,fold un- 
der ſin and Satan, in bondage to Death, and 
Hell, and Wrath, which is the condition of 
all by Nature ; and if Chriſt will have them 
as his Spouſe, he mult ranſom and redeem 
them from all; which accordingly he does: 
he bleeds, he dies, be gives himſelf a ranſom 
for them, in order to the marrying of them 
to himſelf : He had indeed a mind to a 
Spouſe among the Children of Men,and was 
in love with them from all eternity, as he 
himſelf tells us, Prov. 8 31.. and ſon love 
with them, as that he does in effeQt ſay unto 
the Father,as Schechemdidto Facob, Ah mY # 


t 
my Son, ſays the Father, if thou wilt have IN 
them, and Marry them to thy ſelf, thou I \ 
mult give thy Blood ; thy Life for them ; | © 
thou muſt redeem them from Sin,and Death, Iſh ! 
and Hell, whereunto they are in Bondage; l | 
which can't be done by leſs than by giving Iſl 


thy ſelf a ranſom for them - all which Chriſt 


«ſents unto, and complics with, and that 
with delight, freely giving himſelf for _ 
| : fn 
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And oh what Grace is this ! Oh to give ſuch 
a price for ſuch a Spouſe ! a price ſo great, 
for a Spouſe ſo black and unworthy ; this is 
olorious Grace indeed, 


V. Chrit makes love to them, tenders 
himſelf upto their embraces, and withal 
woocth them for their Acceptance of him, 
and that wiih the greateſt and moſt affei- 


onate importunity : How much ſoever it has 


coit Chrift to redeem poor ſinners, and how 
great a Dowry ſoever he hasgiven for them, 
yet they are unwilling to cloſe with him , 
they have no mind, no heart Chriſtward , 
and ſo the Matchis not like to be made up - 
unleſs ſomething further be done; therefore 
after all, Chriſt (as one phraſes it ) comes. a 
wooing to them, he makes love, offering 
himſelf to them,and earneſtly ſollicites them 
for their love and acceptance ; heimportunes 
them, and that in ſuck a way, as if he were 
reſolved to take no denyal; in Ezeck, 16.8. 


weread of a time of love, atime (thats ) 


of Chriſt's making love to ſinners lying in 
their blood and gore. And indeed, Chriſt 
has his times of love, times when he makes 
love, and offers himſelf with all his Riches 
and Treaſures to poor finners : when his. 
language to them is, Behold me, behold me, 


Iſa, 65. 1. and. look, unto me, and be ye fo. 
| Rag 
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ved all ye ends of the earth, Iſa, 4.5. 22, 
Now he comes, and teil over the ſtories of 
his love to them, how much he has done and 
ſuffered for them, how much his deſire is 
towards them, what great tainzs he will be- 
ſtow upon them, and initate them into, and 
all to winand allu'e them to himſelf, to gain 
their love and conſent to accept of him. .and 
to be his in a Marriage-Covenant, Time 
was when Chriſt came and did this himſelf 
in perſon ; when he ſtood, and cryed, if any 


man thirſt let him come nnto me, and arink, 


. Joan 7. 37. Time was, when in his own 


perſon he importuned poor ſinners from day 
ro day,he madelove to them time after time 


as he did( you know ) to Feruſalem, Matth.' 


23. 37. For ſome years together he wooed 


- them, and offered himſelf and his Grace to 


them in his own perſon ; and though hg 
does not now come in perſon, yet as Diviu: 


ſent his Servants to Abigail, to communt : 


with her, and to acquaint her with his pur- 
poſe and defireto take her ro Wife, 1 Sam, 
25 39. SoCiriit ſends us his Servants, his 
Miniſters to poor ſinners to commune with 
them and to declare the love and purpoſes.of 
his heart towards them, and to woo them 
for him; yea,and as Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
we do woo poor Souls ; and 457 Chriſt's, 
ſtead, beſrech them to be reconciled to God:to 

” give 
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give upthetr Names and *ou's to Chriſt in 


Wa Marriape- Covenant, 2 Ccr. 5. 20. And 


becauſe we can prevail nothing by and of 
our ſelves upon the Spirits of men in-this 
orcat Matter, Chriſt over and above, ſends 
his own bleſied Spirit to woo them , and 
gain upon them, making them wzlling 17 
the day of his power, Pfal. 110.3. And this 
lcads-me to the conſideration of thoſe other 
AGsof Grace in this buſineſs, wherein the 
Father and Jeſus Chriſt work by the Spirit 
inus and upon'vus for the making up of the 
Match between Chriſt and us: Only, by the 


way, let us {till ſee and admire the Grace of | | 


Jeſus Chriſt to poor ſinners. O that he 
thou'd woo ſuch poor vile Creatures as we 
are, and make love to us. Should you ſee a 
King, a great King, wooinga Begger, com- 
ing now himſelt in perſon; and. then ſend- 
ing his Servants to her to ſoullicite anc! tmpor- 
tune her love; you would look on this to 
be great Grace - but oh this is n: »thing to 
tie Grace of Chriſt, in condeſccnding to 
woo ſuch as we are, ſinners lying in our 
Blood 
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GHAP:-:Y: 


Which gives an account of thoſe (which 
T call ) more near AFs of Grace, 
which the Father and Jeſws Chriſt by 
theSpirit do put forth in us and upon 
4 for the effecting of the Eſponſals 


between Chriſt and us. 


Nlvine Grace has not yet done its work; 
no, there are other Acts which it does, 

and mult put forth, if ever the Marriage be 
made up between Chriſt and us ; and theſe I 
call more near, becauſe they are wrought in 


us and upon' us, and do more immediately | 


conduce to the tying of the Marriage-Knot 
between Chriſt and the Soul : And as in the 


former,the Father and Jeſus Chriſt wrought 
moreimmediately of and by themſelves; ſo - 


in theſethe bleſſed Spirits influence comes in, 
and his Grace ſhews its ſelf, they in theſe 
acting by him; and tne truth is, the Match 
is all this while but half made : but now 
God comes, and by his Spirit working in 
ang upon the Soul, carries 0n,and compleats 

| it; 


| 
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t; which he does by theſe five Acts of 
Grace. ; 


I. The Soul is, by the Spirit of God, di- 
vorced from its old Husband, the Law, and 
hereby is fitted and prepared for aneſpouſal 
to Chriſt : Naturally we are al Married to 
another Husband, even to the Law, and we 
muit be divorced from that, or we can never 
be married and eſponſed to Chriſt : Somuch 
the Apoſtle clearly holds forth, Rom. 7. 4. 
Wherefore, my Brethren, ye alſo are become 


4c4d to the Law by the Body of Chriſt,that ye 


i 1011 be married to another, even to him who 


# raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould bring 
forth fruit unto God, Pray mark, marryed ' 
ro another; the Law then was theit Husband, 
to which they were married, and that they 
mult be dead to; and divorced from, if ever 


© they would be married to Jeſus Chriſt:Look, 


ſays he, (for *tis his own Argument and” 
Alluſion in verſ. 2 and 3.) as a Woman can't 
bethe Wife of two Husbands at once ; but 
her preſent Husband muſt be dead before ſhe 
can be married to another : ſo neither can a 
Soul be Eſpouſed to theſe two Husbands at 
once, the Law and Chriſt, but he muſt be 
dead to, or divorced from the one, e're he 
can be married totheother : Obſerve, ye are 
dead to the Law; What is it to be dead to 
nc 
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the Law, or divorced from the Law ? Ty 
be dead to the Law, is to have no hope, ng 
expectation of Life and Righteouſneſs 
the Law : *tis to be ſcnſible, that the Lay 
cannot ſave us ; yea there is more in it than 
ſo. To be dead to the Law, istoſee our 
ſclves dead by the Law;'tis to ſee our ſelves 
loſt and condemned by the Law, for fin 


the tranſgreſſion thereof; and thus we mui i 


all be dead to the Law,or divorced from the 
Law, or we cannot be Marricd to Chriſt, 
Now this the Spirit of God e flects by a 
work of the Law upon the Conſcience : He 


divorces the Soul from the Law by the Lay, 


;, e, by bringing home the Law to the Con: 


ſcience: This the 4poſ#1a felt in tits own Soul, 


I through the Law (ſays he) that is,the Spi- 
rit, of God bringing home the Law to my 
Conſcience,am deadto the Law,Gal. 2.19. 


So again, Rom. 7. 9.1 was alive without the 


Law once,but when the Commandment cam: 
fin revived, and I dyed. 1 was alive with: 
out the Law once, that is, I thought my ſelf 
to be alive, I apprehended my {tate to be 
g00d and happy ; but this was without the 
Law, 7. e. before the Spirit of God, by the 
miniſtry of the Law, convinced me ofemy 
fin and miſery ; therefore it follows, when 
the Comm andment came, fin revived, and 
Idyed;s,e, when the Law came inits con- 

vincing 
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vincing power through the Spirit upon my 
Soul, thenI ſaw my linful, dead, and m-- 
ſerable ſtate : thus was he himſelf divorced 
from the Law, that he might be ma:ricd to 
Chriſt-the ſum is this , the Spirit of Ged 
comes and ſhewes the Soul the {trictneſs and 
holineſs,the purity & ſpirituality of the Law, 
and makes him ſenſible how large the Duty 


isthat it requires ; how impoſſible it is for 


him to keep it, and how many wayes he has 
broken it; he withal lets him ſce the dread- 
fulneſs of that corſe and condemnation it has 
juitly laid him under for the breach thereot ; 
and thus he is divorced fron it : and this is 
all one with the Spirits convincing us of ſin, 
and our loſt and miſerable condition by rea- 
ſon therof ; which is ( you know ) his firſt 
work in order to Faith, and ſo to our eſpou- 
ling to. Chriſt, Foh. 16. 8, Thus by the 
Spirit of God the Soul is divorced from the 
Law, he is taken off from all expectations 
of life and happineſs, by that, and 1s made 
to ſee his own fſinfulneſs, and ſo his infinite 
need of Chriſt, whereby ke is fitted for this 
other and better Husband. 


WI. the Soul being thus divorced from 
the Law, and ſo fitted and prepared for 
Chriſt, then the Spirit of God reveals and 
offers the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ivvthe pro m ue 
D the 


Spirit of God now(ets before: the Soul the 


: \% 
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the Golpel, as a better Husband to him : 
Now the Blefled ſpirit comes, and does ag 
avrahams Servants did who was ſeiitto take 
a wite for 1ſaac; he told Ribecaof bis Aa- 
ſters Greatneſs, of bis Flocks, & his Herds, 
his Suver aud his Gold his men-ſervamts and joul 
bis maid-fcrvants, and withal,, that he bad F th 
oven all toifaac, Gen, 24 35. 36. So the 


ricnes and the grea'nels, the. beauty and the: 
excellency of the Lord Jeſus Chriit-; he tells 
him what: a full, what a ſweet, what a rich: 
what in amiable one he 1s, and witha,l ten- 
ders him to his embraces - he reveals and I” 
offers him to him, as one full of Grace and Ie 
Truth, as one that has all fullneſs dwcilins M7 
n bales all fullneſs. of Life and. Peace, of ow 
Righteouſneſs and Salvation, as one every ay 
way able to ſave him to the very utmoſt, x 
whi uch is that which Chrilt calls his convsn- IU 
1n7 tte World of Richteonſneſs, John 10.9, pe 
he revcals and offers him to him in the ”) 
tranſcendent Beauty, Excellency -and Ami- Þ* 
ablneſs of his Perſon on the one hand;as a'ſo 
in the g'orious ſulneſs,largneſs,& ſufhiciency Þ 
of his Grace and Righteouſneſs on the other [© 
hand:Thus( I fay he reveals and offers Chailt IF* 
unto the-Soul, and withal, opens his Glory, I 
and cauſes it to ſhine forth before him ; ſo It: 


that now the Soul'ſces thatin Chriſt, char I 


fulneſs 


j \ 
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ulncſs, that beauty, | that love, taat amia- 
leneſs, that ſweetneſs, which he never ſaw 
efore ; Chrilt is now another thing in the 
ouls'eye than ever beforc he was: Now the 
oul,as thoſe Fohe 1. 14. behold his Cody, 
;the Glury of the anely begotten Son jul , 
race and truth : Yea, not only does he thus 
veal Chriſt unto the Soul, but withal fixes 
he Souls eye upon him : he makes him to 
ore and gaze upon Thrilt, as the molt cx- 
ellert and amiable ObjeQ, and as one inft- 
' Wicly needtul for him 5 and this 1s called 2 
1 $17 of the Son, and thatin order to be- 
F jeving : whoſoever {ceth the Son, and: be- 
; Wrvith on him, ſhall have everlaſting life, 
+ Fobn. 6. 40. The bleſſed | Spiritdeals by the 
ul herein,as God by the Angels did with 
rar Gen21.19.where tis ſaid Ze opened 
7 eyes, ard ſheſaw a well of Water for ber 
if; She was ina verydittrefled condition, 
you may ſce ver. 15, 16.full of bitterneſs, 
he and her Child both in a periſhins condi- 
jon, being in the Wilderneſs;and herV Va- 
r 1n the Bottle being ſpent : Now God 
Wecws her a VVellof N Vater, whence ſhc 
ichgs a full ſupply, <o here, the poor ſou! 
wing.been under the convincing power of 
ie Law, ſees himſelf ina woful, miſerable, 
ſtreſſed condition; whereupon he is full of 
ttercſ$,crying out with ag ar, Flow ſh 2, 
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T fee the Child die ? How canl bearit to pe 
riſh eternally ? But now the Spirit of God 
comes, and open: his eyes, and ſhews'him 
Chriſt, and Coriſt as infinitely ſutable to 
him : Look, ſayes the ſpirit to the ſoul be-, 
ing now deſolate and undone, look, hereis 
a Saviour for thee, a Husband for thee, ano. 
ther and a better Husband than the Lay 
could ever have been, even the I.ord Jeſus 
Chrit, whois infinitely able to pay all thy 
Debts, to ſupply all thy Wents, to heal all 
thy Wounds,to relieve all thy Diſtreſles, to 
pardon all thy Sins,to ſatisfie all thy Deſires, 
to anſwer all thy Love, and to give thee per- 
{ct happineſs and ſatisfaction in and with 
himſelf for ever : Look, here he is, here h 
is in the promiſe, here he is in the Covenant, 
here he is in the Tender an Invitation ofthe 
Goſpel ; here he1s at the very door of thy 
heart, knocking and calling for admiſhon 
thereunto, Rev. 3.20. Here heis with his 
Arms wide open to receive and embuace 
thee; and that notwithſtanding all thy vile- 
ne(s, {infulneſs, and unworthineſs : Look 
therefore to him and be ſaved. | 


WI. With this Tender and Revelation 0 
Chriſt unto the Soul, the Spirit of God 
comes and worksa ſecret love and longing 
in the Soul after Chrilt ; he does not make! 


naked 
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naked tender and revelation of Chriſt onely 
tothe Sou] ; for that were not enough, but 
be withal pives him a ſecret touch, whereby 
he is 12de toAreath and long after Chriſt, 
to move a little Chriit ward ; He arops alit- 
tle Myrohe upon the handle of the Lock as it 
were, whereby he is drawn out in. holy 
Loncings and Breathings after ſweet Jeſus ; 
as you know the caſe. ſometimes was with 
the Spouſe, Cazr. 5. beg. and this the Scrip- 
ture calls an hungring and thir{ting after 
Chriſt, and has a bleſſedneſs annext to it, 
Mat.F. 6. and frequently elſe where, Yea, 
fuch is that ſecret touch, which in and with 
thoſe tenders and revelations of Chriſt, the 
Spirit of God gives the Soul, as that (like 
that of the Loaditone to the Needle) which 
ſets it a trembling, and will not ſuffer it to 
reſt, till it ſtands fully pointed Chriſt-ward, 
yea, till it finds it ſelf in the very boſom and 


embraces of that B:loved ; 'tis indeed ſuch 


as by degrees makes the Soul /ick of love and 
longings after Chriſt, Cant. 5, 8. and he 
cries ont for Chriit, as Rachel ſometimes 
did for children'; Give me chilaren (ſaid 
ſhe) or elſe I die : Sogive me Chrilt,ſayes 
the Soul, or elſe | die, I periſh, and that for 
ever : In a word, nothing but Chriſt will 
ſatishe him ; ſend him to the creatures, ſend 
him to his owa duties and ſervices, ſend him 
3 ts 
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to his higheſt accompliſhments and a'tain 
ments, and without Cari t they will not do; 
yca alitneſe he accounts bur as dung 24s dots 
weat, that he may win Chriſt, Phil. 3. 8. In. 
decd, Heaven and Earth, with all the fulneſs 


of both, arc nothing to bias without Chril, Þ8 


"_ an unioa with Chrilt : his language now 

O_ Chriſt; Chritt above ten thouſand 
Worlds! O-that Chriit were mine ! O that 
1 had union with him ! Oh that I were in 
his embraces / On now happy are they that 
are married to him! and how happy ſhould 
1 be couldI call him mine! This 1 ſay is his 
languace, and when once it comes to this, 


then things work well indeed, then the 


Match is in a good forwardnefs, there being 


but an-hairs breadth, asit were, between 


Chriit and the Soul. Therefore, 


1V. The Soul being thus inclined Chriſt- 
ward, and drawn forth in holy Lengings 
after Union and Communion with him. ; the 
Spirit of God comes and enables him to 
believe, he carries the Soul to Chrilt in a 
way of believing, whereby he Actually 
cloſes with him, and 1s Eſpouſed unto him : 
For, my Beloved, 'tis Faith which ties 
the Marriage- Knot » and makes up «the 
Marriage-Union between Chriſt and us: 


Hence Chriſt is fatd to dwell in our bart 
y. 
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by Faith, Eph. 3.17. Chriſt's dwelling 
in our hearts, notes 'the'meareſt Union and 
MM Communion betweenhim and us : And how 
comes he thus to dwell in our hearts 2 why, 
+ by Faitn, by our believing on him : Hence 
"W alſo Chriit teils us, That he that eateth bis 
# h, and drinketh his blood, dwellethin him, _ 
1 and be in him, John 6.56. By cating Chrilts | 
Fleſh, and drinking his B'ood, is meant, 
a cur believing on him, and ſo he himſelf ex- 
pounds it ; for he makes eating and drinking 
of him;and be clievingon him,all one through- 
SY out that Chaprer : Now (fayshe) He that 
"| careth iy flejh, and drinketh my blood, dwel- 
I:'th in we, and Tin him; that is, he has 
tneneareit Union and Communion with me: 
tis Faith then (you ſee) that unites, and ſo 
e/pouſes us to Chriit : Faith gives Chrilt an 
inlet into the Soul, and it gives t the Soul an 
inlet irito Chriſt, and ſo they are made one, 
an1 married rogether. By believing, we 
conſent to take Chriſt, and actually do take 
him for our_onely Head and Husband for 
ever; and ſo the Match is made up between 
him and us: We by Faith ( ſaysa Learned 
Man)wroight in u by the holy Spirit ,do con- 
ſent nnto (by ardry iaze with Chriſt : Chrift, 
as you heard before, conſents thereunto : ; as 
God he conſented hereunto from all eternity, 
and as Man he confents hereunto in time. 
D 4 For, 
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For, as Divines obſerve, Chriſt hath a dou. 
ble Will, his Divine and Humane : with the 
F'r{t, he conſented to this Eſpouſal from eter: 
nity ; with the ſecond he conſents hereunto 
in Time, and never changes therein. Now, 
as Chriſt gives his conſent, ſo we mult alſo 
S{ve Ours ; which we do by believing in him; 
by which therefore the Match is made up 
between htm and us. Now, there is a three: 
fold Act of Faith, which the Spirit of God 
works inthe Soul, whereby he more eſpe- 
cially cloſes with Chriit, and is Eſpouſed un- 
to him, made one with him in a Marriage- 
Covenant, 

I. AnAR of Choiceor Election. _ 

I. An Ac of Traſt or Dependance. 

I!I. An Act of Reſignation or Sub- 

jection, 


T. An Act of Choice or Election: In the 
Act or Work of Believing,the Soul is by the 
Spirit of God made ſolemnly and deliberate- 
ly to chuſe Chriſt as his onely head and Huſ: 


band, his Lord and Saviour, being thus 


offered to him in the Goſpel. Choice or E- 


lection, as the School:men tell us, is an AR 


oi the Will, whereby it pitches upon ſome 
one thing, & prefers that before all othersin 
order toſuch or ſuch an end: Accordingly we 
may conceive of this ACt of Faith we are 

ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of : It lies thus, the Will is by the 
Spirit of God ſweetly and pow2rfully de+ 


termined upon Chrut, preferring him for an 
Head and Husband, a Lord and paviour be- 


fore all others: It ſingles him out, as x were, 


from all othcrs, whether perſons or things,in 
Heaven and Earth, and embraces him as the 
beit Husband,the beſt Saviour,the beitLord: 
There are others which make Love to him, 
and tender themſelves to his embraces, as 
Sin, Self,the Law,the World with its cntice- 
ments ; but he paſſes by all, yea, rejects ail 
with loathing and indignation, and pitches 
upon Chritt as infinitely belt, ſaying to him, 
I will have nonein Heauen but thee;and there 


75s none upon E arth that 1 deſtre in compariſon. 


of thee, This the Scripture calls fometimes 
#laying hold upon Chriſt,Prov. 3.18. Some- 
times a rece:ving or embracing of Chriſt, Joh. 
I, 12, 'Fis true, fn the Work of Faith, 
Chritt is and mult be received into the un- 
deritanding ; but he is moſt properly faid to 
be received into our Will and Afﬀections - 


Chriſt in the Goſpel is revealed and offered 


to the Soul with all his Riches, Fulneſs, 
and Perfetions; he is tendered to him, as 
a full, a mighty, and uttermoſt Saviour, as 
one who has not onely an infinite fulneſs 
and ſufficiency in himto redeemand ſave,but 
alſo an infinite ſutableneſs and amiableneſs 
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Im him to indear and delight the Soul; and 
accordingly the Soul accepts.and embraces 
him, he cleaves to him, and faſtens-upon 
him, reſolving to have none but him a'one: 
his langnage of him now is, There is none 


like Chrilt, no head like this Head, no huſ- 
band like this Husband, no S1viour like this 


Saviour for my Soul: This is the Head, the 
Husband, the Saviour that I need, and that 
indeed my Soul defires: No love like his 
Love, no beauty like his Beauty, no blood 


'ike his Blood, no righteouſneſs like his 
Righteouſneſs, no fulneſs like his Fulneſs; | 


Jethercfore,and healone ſhall be my Head, 


my Husband, my Saviour, and my All for. 


ever, Sweet Jeſus ( ſays he) doſt thou 
tender thy ſelf for an Head and Husband to 
me, and art thou willing to be embraced by 
me ? Lo then Ido with my whole Soul ac- 
cept of thee, and that for all times and in all 


conditions, withall thine Holineſs as well as. 
thy Love, with all thine Inconvenietices as. 
well as thy Priviledges ; to ſuffer for thee,as. 
well as torcign with thee ; and this the Soul 


does upon the deepelt counſel, and moſt ma- 
ture deliberation ; and accordingly he abides 
by his choice forever, 


II. An Act of Truft or Dependance : 4s 
an the Work ol. Faith the Soulis, by the-Sp- 
"rip 
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rit of God, made'to chuſe Chriſt ; ſo alſo to 
truit and depend upon him for all Grac® » 
Richteouſneſs, and Salvation : Now it bot» 
toms upon Chriit, Anchors upon Cariit, reſts 
and relics upon Chritt for all Life and Peace» 

for all Grace on Earth, and Glory 1n tiea- 
ven: He lays the whole weight and itreſs 
of his Salvation upon him: He commits all 
to him, Ventures all upon him, expects all 
from him : This the Scripture calis ſome- 
times a truſting in Chriſt, Epheſ. 1.13. fome- 
times aleamnsg upon Chriſt, Cant.8.5, ſome- 
times a hopino in Chriſt, 1 Cor. 15.19. And 
in this reſpect Chriſt is called our Zope, 
1 Tim, 1,1. our Hope, that is, the Object: 
of our Hope and Truit,as to Life and Salva- 
tion. The Soul has no hope in himſelf, no 
hope in the Creature, no hopein the. Law or 
firlt Covenant, no hope inany thing in Hea- 
ven or Earth on this ſide Chriit : He looks 
here and there, to this and that, but he can. 
find no ſolid ground of hope, no bottom to 

build or reſt upon for Life and Salvation ; 

but then he turns his eye upon Chriit, and 

there he ſees abundant ground of hope ; he 
beholds him upon the Croſs, and there's. 
nope ; he beholds him upon the Throne,and: 
taere's hope ; che looks upon him dying, an 

there's hope ; he looks upon him riſing, afſ- 

cending, fitting at the Father's right Hand: 
| making: 
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makigg interceſſion for us,and there's hope : 
He looks upon the infinite virtue of his 
Blood, the infinite ethicacy of his Spirit, the 


infinite fulneſs of his Grace, the infinite di- 
* menlions of his Love, the infinite freeneſs 


and Faithfulneſs of his'Promiſe; and in 
thefe he ſees infinite ground of hope and 
truit ; and accordingly he rol's and ventures 
all upon him: Here Ple build, (ſayshe ) 
here Fle bottom, here Ile reſt, here Tie 
hang and depend, here le live; yea, and if 


die 1 muſt, here Ple die. His language to 


Chriſt now is like that of the P/almiſtto God 
nanother caſe, Pfalm 39.7. Now, Lora, 


what wait 1 for ? my hope 1s mm thee, This 18 


to caſt anchor withinthe Veil, Heb. 9,6 And 
tadeed, 'tis with poor Souls many times, as 
with Perſons at Sea; the Storm ariſes, the 
Waves lift up themſelves,wvhich beating up- 
onthem, they are ready to fink every mo- 
ment, and their very Soul is melted becauſe 


oi heavineſs ; but anon they ſound bottom, * 


ca't Anchor, and are at reſt : So poor Souls 
are under ſtorms of ſin, guilt, and wrath, 
periſhing in their own apprehenſion every 


moment ; but anon they drop an Anchor of: 


hope upon Chritt, and do reft upon him : or 
'tis with them in this caſe, as 'twas. with the 


1ove when ſhe was firſt ſent out of the Ark,. - 


the found norefling place abroad for the ſole 


of 
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ff her foot ; but at length returned to the 
Ark, and there found reit, Ger. 8. 8,9. So 
he poor guilty Soul finds no reſt any where 
Iſe but in Chriſt. His language in this 4& 
of Faiths ſuch as this, I am a poor, loſt, 
ſinful, diſtreſſed Creature, and there is but 
"ne door I can'expect relief from, and that 
is Chriſt, and at this door T'le lie and wait ; 
know heis able to help me, for he can ſave 
to the uttermoſt : and ſurely he hath bow- 
els, great bowels towards poor fifiners; he 
is amerciful High-Prieſt : He ſays concern- 
Ing him, as they ſometimes did concerning 
the King of Iſrael; Behold, we have heard, 
that the King of Iſraelis a merciful King , 
peradventure he will ſave us : yea, he has bid 
me look to him and be ſaved; and he invites 
all that are weary and heavy-laden, to come 
to him, and promiſes them reſt : Why then 
ſhould I not reſt and rely upon him? *Tis 
true, I am a mighty ſinner, but he is a more 
mighty Saviour: Have ſinned to the ut- 
Emolit ? He has ſatisfied to the utmoit : What 
{hall I fay ? True, I am:Death, but Chrilt is 
Life : I am Darkneſs, but Chritt is Light ; 


{ am Sin;but Chriſt is Holineſs; 1 am Guilt, 


but Chriſt is Righteouſneſs; I am Empti- 
cſs and Nothingneſs, but Chri/t rs Fulneſs 
and Sufficiency; I have broken the Law.but 


Chriſt has fulfilled the Law ; and hi> Life ts 


Ll. 
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infinitely ab'e to {wallow up my Death ; hi 
Light, 'my Darkneſs; his Holineſs my Sin 
his Rightcouſneſ,, my Guilt; his Fulneh 
my Emptineſs; on him therefore le lean 
and live, and hope, 'Tis true, | am utterly 


 unwotthy of any Life, any Grace, any Fu 


vour ; but Chriſt does all for ſinners freely, 
heloves freely, he pardons freely, he faves 
freely ; how viletherefore and unworthy o- 
ever Tam, yetT will ret and depend up 


him:V Vro knows but he may cali an eye of 


love upon me? This'is that ACt of Faith 
which 1s held forth, 7/2, 45.24, Surely, ſhall 
one ſay,in the Lordiave I Righteenſneſs and 
Strength, [I have neither trength nor rish. 
teouſneſle of my own, but] have all righte- 
ouſneſle and ftrength in Chriſt ; all riphte- 
ouſneſſe for Pardon and Juſtification; and all 
ſtrength for Holinefſe and SanCtification;this 
is that the Apoſtle calls a r ejoycing in Chriſt 
Teſws,having noconfidence in the fleſh, Phil, 
3. 3+ 

To draw: towards a concluſion of this 
Head : V Vhich way: ſoever the Soul looks 
on this {ide Chriſt, he meets with nothing but 
diſcouragement : If he looks to himſelf, 
there he ſees nothing but fin and guilt;black- 
neſlc and deformity ; ; 11 his heart he, ſees a 


Fountain of fin, an Abyſic of fin, a very 


Hell of {in and. wickedneſs; in his life he 


finds 
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finds innumerable evils, fins of a crimſon die. 
and ſcarlet-tinCture i{taring him in the face ; 
yea, his very Dutics are not without fin, 
even in theſe there is abundance of pride,for- 
mality, unbelief, and the lie : his very 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, Iſa.64..4. If 
he looks unto the Law, there he reads his 
doom and condemnation 1n every linc there- 
of; there he finds himſelf under the Curſe; 
there he ſecs nothing but fear, and blackneſs 
and darkneſs, and tempests, Heb. 12, 18, 
If he looks to juſtice, that he finds as a flam- 
ins Sword keeping him from the Tree of 
Lite, from all happineſs : That appears with 
an angry frowning countenance,demanding 
ſatisfaction,as being infinitely wronged : But 
now inthe midit of all theſe diſcouragements 
the poor Soulat length gets a ſight of Chriit, 
in whom he ſees encouragement after all : 
He diſcovers land: in a ſtorm, as 1t were, 
3'd finds in him-a bottom to reit his weary 
Spirit upon; in him he ſces that which can 
atone God,- ſatisftic Juſtice, anſwer all the 
demands of the Law, fully deliverhim from 
fin and guilt, and make him both holy and 
happy for ever; and accordingly he reſts. 
and rolls himſelf upon him, reſolving that if. 
he dies, he will dic thus leaning upon this 
Belaved.. 


UL 
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III. An Act of Reſignation or Subjecti- 
on: ASin the Work of Faith the Soul thus 
chooſes Chriſt and depends upon him. fo al. 
ſo he is by the Spirit of God made cordially, 
and unreſervedly to reſign up himſelf unto 
him, to be ruled, governcd, and difpoſedof 
by him in hits own way :; The Soul now puts 
himſelf out of his own power and poſlctſion, 
he paſſes himſelf away from himſelf, and he 
gives up himſelf into the power and poſlelſi- 
on of Jeſus Chriit to be Rulled, governed,& 
ſaved by him as he ſees good : which is pro- 
 perly that Act of Faith which we call Relig. 
nation, and this the Scripture often menti- 
ons, One ſhall ſay I amthe Lord, 14.44. 5, 
that is; he ſhall give or reſign up himſelfto 
the Lord to be for ever his, an4 at his diſ- 
poſe: ſo 2 Cor.8. 5. They gave themſelves 
unto the Lord,dind Epheſ, 5.24. the Church 
is ſaid to be ſubjelt to Chrijt:The Cre ſeems, 


in order toa Match between Chriit and the 
Soul, the Soul at length, through: the help 
of the Divine Spirit, is made freely to con- 
ſent totake Chriſt for his on 'ly Head and 
Husband, and to be ſubject to him in all 
things, to be perfectly and eternally at his 
diſpoſe : His language now to Chriſt is like 
that of Abab to Benhadad, 1 Kings 20.4. 
Behold I am thine, and all that 1 have is 
X | think 


to be this, there having many Treaties paſt. 
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thine : Sweet Lord Jeſus, ſayes the Soul, I 
have been my own, and have lived too much 
in mine own will, and to mine own ends 
and interefts ; but now I deſire to be thine, 
and tolive in thy will, and to thine Ends ; 
take poſſeſſion of me, ſave me, rule me,!ead 
me, diſpoſe of me as thou pleaſeit ; do all 
thy pleaſure in me, pull down and ſet up 
what thou wilt, Ile be, and do, and ſuffer 
what thou wilt have me to be, and do, and 
ſufter. © And this is properly that ACt of 
Faith, whereby we cloſe with Chriſt as a 
Lord and King, and is indeed the cvidence 
of the Truth of the two former ; for you 


muſtknow, that though Faith's firſt Aſpect 


be to Chritt as a Saviour, yet it comes to eye 


' him asa Lord and King alſo: As Faith fully 


bottoms upon the fatisfaCtion of Chriſt, ſo 
it freely bows to the Scepter of Chriſt, yea, 


when Faith can't challenge Chriſt as a Savi- 


our, yet it will own Chriſt asaLord : You 
know how- Laban ſpake to Abraban!s ſer- 
vant upon the ſight of the Ear-rings and 
Bracelets which he had given his Siſter Re- 
bekah, and upon his hearing a Relation from 
her of his diſcourſe with her, Come in thou 


- bleſſed of the Lord, why ſtandeſt thou with- 


out?T have room for thee,Gen.24.31, Inlike 
manner. does the ſoul ſpeak to Chrift upon 
the ſight of that worth that is in him, and 
| that 


_ 
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that need which he has of him, Come in 
thou blefled of the Lord, come in thou bleſ: 
fed Lord, why ftandeſt thou without? | 
have room ſor thee; I have room for thee in 
my Underſtanding, and I have room for thee 
in my Will and Aﬀections; and I would 
have thee p:Aeſs all, and command all : Ina 
word, the *oul freely gives up himſelf to 
Chrit's Holy and Spiritual Government, 
Thou art an Holy Chritt, (ſayes he) he who 
i5to reign, and I reſign up my ſelf to thee, 
Ile have no Lord but thee ; take thewhoie 
Throne to thy ſelf.-within me; 1 know thy 
Yoke 1s aneaſie Yoke, and | deſire to bear it 
thy Scepter is a Righteous Scepter, and I de- 
fire to bow to it; thy Kingdom is a King- 
dom of Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in 
the Holy Ghoſt,and Lheartily deſire to come 


under the power of it. I would be Sancti-/ 


fied as well as Juſtified ; I delire thy Spirit 
to ſubdue my corruptions for me, and to 
make me Holy,as well as thy Blood to waſh 
away my guilt for me, and ingratiate me 
with thy ſelf - and this is what the Scripture 
calls zz opening of the Gates, anda lifting 
up of the everlaſiian Doo's, rolet Chriſt the 
King of Glory 1m, Pal, 24.7. Thus by thelc 


three, which indecd are the pr uniting Acts 


of Faith, the Spirit of God enables the Soul 
to clof e withChri!t in a Marriage- Covenant 
and Relation, F. Tae 
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5. The Soul being thus enabled to belizve; 
and fo cloſe with Chriit in a Marriage- Co- 
venant ; then, as the Crown and pertection 


| of all, the bleſſed Spirit of God takes up 


kis abode, and dwells for ever in that Soul, 
as the Pledge and everlaſting Bond of this 
Marriage-unton and Relation between them. 
The ſwect Spirit docs not only come, as a 
Friend, to treat about the Match, and alſo 
to tie the Marriage-Knot betweenCarift and 
us; Eut moreover, this being done, he re- 
mains himſelf in the Soul, as a Love-Token 
from Chriſt to him, as the Pawnand Pledge 
of this Eſpouſal, and as the everlaſting Bond 
and Confirmation of this Marriage-Union 
and Relation : Hence that of the Apoſtle, - 
He that us joyned to the Lord 15 one Spirit, 
1 Cor. 6.17. one Spirit with the Lord he 
isjoynedto; that Spirit which did joyn him 


to Chriit, does remain in him and 4n Chryt 


both : Chriſt leayes his own Spirit in his. 
Spouſes, as the Pledge and Bond of that Mar- 
riage-Union that is between him and them ; 


fo that he and they have the ſame Spirit 


dwelling in them; yet with this difference, 
he dwells in Chriſt without meaſure, 1n us 
by meaſure ; in Chrilt immediately,by ver- 
tuc of the perſonal Union, in us by his 
Gifts and Graces; in Chriit, .asan Head, in 
us as members, and he with theſe are the 

[ove 
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Love-Tokens, the Pawns and Pledges of 
this Marriage-Troth plighted betweenChriit 


and us; and this indeed is that which makes 


this Union ſo ſtrong an1 inviolable, as that 
it cannever be broken : Yea, not onely does 
he remain in the Soul as the Pledge and 
Bond of this Union, but alſo to deck and 
adorn the Soul with Grace, and to make 
him ready for the conſummation of the 
Marriage above : you know, when Abra- 
hams Servant ſaw that_Rebek.th conſented tp 
be /ſrac's Wife, he then gave her Fewels 
of Silucr, and Fewels of Gold, and rich Ray- 
ment, Gen, 24. 53. Sothe bleſſed Spirit of 


God, having gained the Souls conſent to be. 


Eſpouſed to Chriit, and the Marriage-Knot 
being tyed between them, now he dwells in 
the Soul to deck an1 adorn him; now he 
oives him Jewels of Gold and Silver, fur- 
niſhes and beautifies him with all Divine and 
Heavenly Graces ; He dwells in him as an 
indeficient Spring and Fountain of all Grace 
and gracious diſpoſitions, till he has lodged 
him ſafe in the Arms and Boſom of his ſweet 
Husband above. Thuz at length the Eſpou- 


ſal or Marriage-Relation is made -pp be- 


tween Chriſt and the Soul; And oh how 
bleſſed is the Soul that is thus Eſpouſed to 
him ! I muſt ſay to ſuch a Soul Bleſſed be the 
day that ever thou wert born ; bleſſed the 

L | Womb 
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Womb that bear thee, and bleſſid the Paps 
whichpave thee ſuck ; bleſſed Goſpel which 
revealed this ſweet Chriſt tothee, and-bleſ- 
ſcd Spirit that has tycd this happy Knot be- 
tween him and thee, 


? 
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being 4 Call toand Treaty with Souls, 
in order to anEſpou ſal betweenChriſt 


and them. 


EI, and what is the meaning of all 
VV this?Surely it ſhould have a migh- 
ty influence upon the ſpirits of men, to draw 
and allure themto-Chriſt, to induce them at 
leaſt to look after an acquaintance with this 
bleſſed eſpouſal to him ; and indeed I would 
take occaſion hence to treat with eternal 
Souls in order to a Match between Chriſt 
and them : And oh that I could do it effectu- 
ally; Look, my Beloved, as David ſent his 
Servants to Abiga!l to commune with her,in 
order to his taking of her to Wife, 1 Sam.2F5. 


39, 40. ſo hasthe Lord Jeſus ſent me, his 


poor unworthy Servant, to you thisday to 
com- 
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commune with you in order tothe eſpouſling 
of you to himſelf; andO that you would 
do in this caſe as ſhe did in that, for ſve 
hajted ('tts ſaid ) and aroſe and went to Da- 
il and became hisWefe, verſe. 42. Oh that 
you would all ariſe, ariſe out of your firs 
ariſc out of your unbelief, ariſe out of your 
carnal ſecurity, and go to Chri!t, and. be- 
come his Spouſe: And not only ſo. but ,as ſhe 
did make haſt in the buſineſs,cloſe ſpeedily, 
with him in a Marriage-Covenant, even to 
day : O bleſſed day, might I ſucceed as they 
did! How h:ppy would it be for you? how 


comfortable for me? and how joytul for Us | 


all in he day of the Bridegrooms coming ! 
Sirs let me ſay, O that I might ſay of you 
at leaſt ſome of you, as Paulof his Corinths- 
«ns here, lhave eſpouſed you toone Husband 
even to Chriſt: And why ſhould itnot be 
thus ? V Vhy ſhould you not riſe, and go 
with me to ſweet Jeſus,and be eſpouſed un- 
tohim? Can you make light of all that 
Love, that Comfort, that ſweetneſs: that 
Happineſs, that bleſſed Union and Commu- 


'nion, that Delight, Solace and Complacen- 


cy of Soul which this Eſpouſal-carriesin it? 
Or, is there any thing can make up the lofs- 
of theſe? Can Sin and the Creature afford 
any thing comparable hereunto ? Surely 
there is more ſweetneſs, more happineſs, in 

one 
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ne kiſs of the mouth ofthis bleſſed Lord, in 
ne embrace in his Boſom, one moments 
ommunion with him;tranin all the delights 
-f Sin and the creature-Ii you doubt it,come 
and ſee,experienced Souls will tell you, that 
one deſcent of love from Chrilt, one beam 
of the light of his ountenance,one turn with 
tim in his Galleries, 1s intnitely beyond all 
earthly delights whatſoever. Agatn, can 
you be content to die, and periſh eternally, 
rather than-live,and be made nappy in ſuch a 
ſect and defirable way as this of being 
eſpouſed to Chriitis ? A more {weet and de- 
firablt way of being made happy than this 
of an eſpouſal to Chriit, ſurely neither Men 
nor Angels could ever have thought. on : 
Anican you, O eternal Souls, be content 
to die,to periſh,to be damned and miſerable 
for ever,rather than be ſaved and made hap- 
py this Way. ? 1f you get riot Union with,and 
a lViarriage-Relation to this ſweet Lordyyou 
rut die and periſh for ever ; Know you not 
(layes the:Apoltle):bar Feſus Chriſt ts in you 
except ye) be; reprobates, 2 Cor. 13, 5. If 
Chriſt be not in us, we are certainly repro- 
hates,) wee re rejected of God, and out of 
his favour, and then ſurely we mult periſh, 
Naturally we areall dead, all loſt, all con- 
.cmned ; Zudgment ts come rpon all men to 
:demnation,Rom. 5.18, and we are all the 
chilarcn 


1, "PIG EEE mon 1 SO 6 IIS aA 1 or ——_— 
= a 
gu = 7 
_ 
bo 
». .\Y 
- 


72 The beſt Match, Or, 
children of wrath by nature, Epheſ.2. 3, And 
if ever we be juſtified and ſaved, it muſt be 
by a Marriage-Union and Relation toChriſt, 
T here is no condemnation,(ſayes theApoltle) 
or as the words are, nothing of condemna- 
tion to them that are in Chriſt Feſw, Rom.$, 
7. But, as is there implyed, there ts nothing 
but condemnation to them that are out of 
Chriſt Jeſus. Once morc,can you be con- 
tent to be ſhut out from the Marriage at laſt 
forever ? Think of that Scripture, and bear 
the dread of it if you can, Matth, 25, 10, 
Ana they that were ready went into the Mar- 
riage, and the door was fhut, ſhut agathſt 0- 
thers who then would fain enter - To be 
ſhut out from the Marriage-Supper at lat, is 
to be ſhut out from God,from Chriſt, from 
tie Comforter, from all the Saints and An- 
gels, from all happineſs, yea, and from all 
hopes of happineſs for ever : and thus you 
muſt expect to be ſhut out from the Marri- 
age at laſt, if you come not into an eſpou- 
ſal to him here : And can you bearit, thiok 
you ? Canyou be content to hear Chriſt ſay 
unto you at lait, Depart from me, depart ! 
You would have none of me on earth, 
though I wooed and beſought you with 
tears; and therefore .now you ſhall have 
none of me in Heaven : you mighthave been 
happy ina union and communion with w. 
an 
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and the arms of my Iove were open to have 
received you, but you would not therefore 
now depart from me, I know you not: And 
can you bear this? Beſides, what is it that 
keeps your Soul from a cloſe with Chriſt in 
this Marriage-Relation? A vain V Vorld, a 
filthy Luſt, a painted perilhing Pleaſure, a 
ſenſual Appetite : And are theſe better than. 
Chriſt? Are theſe indeed things to be laid 
in the Ballance by you againſt Chriſt, yea, 
and to down-weigh himin your values ? O 
monſtrous ſtupidity ! In ſhort, Sirs, the 
Vatter I am treating with you about is no 
trifle, *tis of no leſs moment and importance 
to you than eternal Life or Death, gternat 
Salvation or Damnation comes to; your 
eternal All depcnds upon it, for you mult live 
or die, be ſaved or damned eternally, ac- 


cording as you'do, or do not cloſe in with 


Chrit in a Marriage-Union and Relation 
here : VVhy then ſhould youſtgnd off from 
him ? Yea, why ſhould not this be the day 
of eſpoulals between him and you? Oh, be 
not ſhie, be not coy to Chriſt, but embrace 
his love ; ſurely his Arms are wide open to 
receive you, his Heart is upon you, and his 
delire is towards you; Lift xp therefore the 
everlaſtins Doors, andlet this King of Glory 
i: : Give up your Names and Souls unto 
dim for ever, Some of you arc young,and 

k have 
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have your AﬀeCtions green and freſh : Oh 
that you would now go with me to ſweet 
Jeſus, and become his Spoule ; you cannot 
love him, nor be married to him too ſoon: 
Oh, let Him have your hearts before thi; 
V Vorld hath dcfiled and debauched them: 
Others of you are older, and have ont-ftood 
the Calls and! Offers of Chriſt long ; yetloe; 
he once more tenders himſelf to you: Oh 
now cloſe with him, and all will be well 
yet. But for the better ſucceeding of this 
treaty, I (hall in the managing of it, 
ſpeai to three things; (1.) Vle ſhew you 
what manner of Husband the Lord Jeſus 


Chrilt is, -and how he is qualified” to rendet. 


him defircable in that Relation. (2. ) Ile 
ſhew you what great things he docs for all 
his Spouſes, (3.) Ile ſhew you-how much 


his heart is upon a Match.with you, And 
now as Avrahan's Servant, when he wasto 


ceta Wife for J/aac, Prayed,ſfaying,O Lori 


| God of my Maſter Abraham, ſend me good 
ſpeed this day, Gen. 24. 12. So -ould I up 


on the hended knees of my 5oul pray, 0 
Lord God.the God andFather of my Royal 


Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt, fend me good ſpeed 


this day, that I may winzthrough thy TING: 
a Spoalc for him, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VL 


| ich ſhews what manner of Husband 
4 Chriſt 15, and how qualified for the 
endearing of him t9 Souls, and ren= 
dering him defirable in a Conjugal= 
Relation. 


i1-t is thy Beloved more than another 
Beloved, that thou do{t fo charpe us ? 

| So the Datghters of Feraſulem ſpake un- 
| to the Spouſe, Cant.5.9. In like man= 
| | ner may ſome ſay to me ; Who, or what is 
| this Chriſt, that you do ſo preſs us to an 
| cſpouſal with him? What is there in him to 
| render him defircable to us ? W ho or what 
| ishe? Truly I can't tell, nor could I. had 
I the tongue of Men and Ange 's; and, I am 

| almoſt afraid to ſpeak of him, let I ſhould 
| darken his Glory initead of cif [:yins it : 
| ThisI am ſureof, Heis \ as one ſpeaks of 
Þ him) PFarths wonder, and Heavens wonder 
| both; and has all that in h'®;, and that in 
infinite eminency and perfection, that ſhould 
render him gratef.l and defireable to Souls 
in a Conjugal-Relation : Look therefore 
2 4 upvR 
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upon him, and view him a little, and ſee if 
there be any thing you can deſire in ſuch a 
Relation that is wanting in him. PFle lay 


this more fully before you in theſe following 
Particulars, 


T. Are you for Dignity and Greatneſs! 
This gocs far among men, and makes many 
a Match : for this, none like Chriſt, none ſc 
great,ſo glorious, ſo honourable as he: pray 
view him a little : As to his deſcent, He came 
forth from God, viz, by eternal Generation, 
andis the Eternal Son of the Eternal Father, 
Fohn 16. 28, View himm his Perſon, and 


there you will ſeenothing but greatneſs; for 


he is no other than God-Man, and has all the 
excellencies of both Natures in one Perſon: 

He 1s Emmanuel, God with us, God jn out 
Nature, at. 1.23. Heis God, Heb. 1.8, 
The true God, John5.20. The great God, 


Titus 2.13. The mighty God, lſa.9.6. God 


over all, or the moſt high God, Rom.g.5.Goa 
equal with the Father, having the ſame Dt 


vine Eflence, and Efſential "PerfeRions i in 


him, that the Father hath in him, Ph:l. 2.6, 


He ts the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory,and 
the expreſs Obaralter of his Perſon; one 
in whom the whole Majeſty, Luſtre, and 
Glory of the Father ſhines forth ; one, on 
whom the Father has engraven all his eter- 


nal 
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nal Excellencies, Heb. 1. 3: Come ſinall 
Beams and Rays of God's Glory do ſhine 
forth in the Saints and Angels; but in Chriſt 
the Fulneſs, Luſtre, and Brightneſs of it 
appears. View him in his Offite and 
Relation, with the Dignity that even here 
he is advanced unto : He is a King, a 
oreat King, King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords, Rev, 19. 6. King of Saints, 
Rev. 15. 3. MKing of Nations, Jer, 
10. 7. King of Glory, Pſal. 24,7. He 
75 the head of all Principalities and Powers ; 
and 'tis their glory that they have ſuch an 
Head, Col.2.10. He # the Fellow of the 
Lord of Hoſts, Zech. 13.7. He # the firſt- 
born of God, - higher than the Kings of the 
Earth,Pſal. 89. 27. He is ſet down at Gods 
own right handin beavenly places, far above 
all Principalities, and Powers, and Might, 
and Dominion, Eph.1.20. He is made higher 
than the Heavens, Heb.7.26. Among all 
Perſons, and in all Things, whether in Hea- 
ven or Earth, he has the prehemipence, Col, +» 
7.18. Such is his greatneſs, that the whole 
Creation is bound to perform Homage and 
Worthip to him, the Angels themſelves not 
excepted : Let allthe Angels of God worſhip 
him.Jays the Father, Heb.1.6.c> Phil.2.9,10. 
God bath highly exalted him, c given him 4 
name above evei y namethat at the name of Je- 
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- ſus ever y rice ſhould bow, of things in Hea. 


ven PO, on Earth,and things 5 under thi 
Earth ;1.c. \ngelsas well as Men muſt pcr- 
form wotiis ic him . And indeed, a re.ufal 
ſo to do, would turn Angels into Devils; 

Eeis to be loved ,fearcd, believed on, odey- 


.ed, prayed unto, praiſed, acmired, and de- 


lightcd in by all: He1s to have equalhonour 
from al with the Father ; Ail aj honour 


what. ſhall [ ſay: ? He has the bvekion Lord- 
ſhip and diſpoſal both of Grace and Glory 
in his hand; The Son quickveth whom be will, 
John 5. 21, He ſays unto one, Lave, and he 
lives; and to another, Live,and he lives, and 
the reſt of the dead live not : He bas the 
Keys of Death and-Hell,Rev.1.18, He has 


the Government of the whole world in his 
hand ; His King dom ruleth over all, Pſalm 


103, 19. He is in full poſſeſſion of a King- 
domover the whole Creation, all Fudyment 
being committed to bim, Jomy.22: And O 
how glorious is he in the whole of it © Glo. 
<& rious in his Throne, which is at the right 
«handof God, Heb. 1. 3. Glorious in his 
a Commiſſion, which i is all power in Heaven 
« 1nd Earth, dar. :8. 18. Glorious in 
& his Scepter, which is a Scepter of Righte- 
« ouſneſs, P/:l, 43. 6. Glorious in his At- 
oh” ndants, ten thouſand tinzes ten " 
cc O 
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%of his Holy Ones, even thouſands of An- 
«©vels, Dan. 7.10. Glorious ih his way of 
«Rule, full of Grace and ſweetneſs towards 
« his People, full of terror and Majetty to- 
© wards his Enemics,his Arrows being ſharp 
«in their hearts, P/al: 45.5. And as he 
governs all now, ſo he will judge all at laſt 3 
and :} mutitanag or fall, hve or die, be ſa- 

ved or damed for ever, according to what 

Sentence he ſhall paſs upon them, Acts 17. 


21, Roz7, 14. 10.1 O how great is this Lord! 


and how worthy to be-embraced by us! O 
$:rs, will you deny ſo great, ſo glorious a 
Ferſon, when he makes love to you ? Should 
you ſee iome great Prince wooins a Beggar 


in Rags upon the Dunghitl,youy would won- 


derto.ſee her light him, and make him wait 
time aftet time upon her : Why, there is an 
infinitely greater Perſon than the greatcit of 
Kings, that wooes you, and ſollicites you for 
your love : And willyou yet be ſhie of him, 
and make'/him wait ?' Will you refuſe him ? 
Then wonder at your: own ſordid ingrett- 
tude; » 


H. Are you for Riches and Treaſures ? 
This ſwayes with moſt: for this none like 
Chriit.he has Riches as well as Greatneſs to 
recommend him to you; Riches and Honour 
are: with'me, Prov. $. 18... Ye, and his 
£ < Riches 


11 
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Riche: are the beſt ſort; his are Spiritual 


Riches, Treaſures in Heaven, Matth, 6.20 
Riches cf Life and Love, Peace and Pardon 


»» Grace and Glory, Righteouſneſs and Calva- 


tion, Riches of Glory, and Riches in Glo- 
ry : And O what poor things are the Riches 
of this World to theſe ? His are rr#e Riches, 
I.uke 16.11. The riches of this V Vorld arc 
but painted riches, his are ſubſtantial Riches; 
4 will cauſe them that love me to inherit ſub- 
ſtance, Prov.8.21, The riches of this world 
are vain, they are not, Prov. 23. 5. But the 
Riches of Chriſt havea reality inthem; His 
arc laſting and durable Riches ;. Riches and 


#10nour are with me, yea, durable Riches and 


Rep breouſnefſs, Prov.8.18. V Vorldly riches 
are periſhing and uncertainthings, 1 Tim. 6, 
27. Now weenſoy them, but all of a ſud- 
den they are gone and diſappear; but Chriſts 
are eternal Riches for an eternal Soul: And 
as his Riches are thus of the beſt ſort, ſo he 
has great abundance of them; his Riches 
are boundleſs and unſearchable: To me (ſays 
Paul ) it 65 given to Preach the unſearchable 
Riche: of Chriſt, Epheſ. 3.8. He us Heir of 
all thinos, Heb. 1.2, All the Treaſures of 
Heaven and Earth are his: He has all fulneſs 
dwelling in him, Col. 1.19. even all the ful- 
neſs of the God-head; whole God dwells in 
him; he has enough to ſupply all our _ 
an 


[ 
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and to anſwer all our deſires : Do we want 
Grace? He ts full of Grace, John 1. 14, Do 
we want Life? With bim & the Fountain of 
Life ,Plal. 36.9, Do we want Redemption, 
redemption from Sin,from Death,from Hell, 
from wrath ? Werh him 15 plentrom Redemp- 
t16n, Plal, 130.7, Do we want Peace ? He 
gives peace; My Peace I give unto you, Joh. 
14,27, Do we want Righteouſneſs ? He 
has fuifilled all Righteouſneſs, he is become 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer.23.6, Now 
will you reject this rich Lord? You are poor, 
and miſerable, and naked; and will you not 
embrace this Chriſt, tendering himſelf with 
all theſe riches to you? O how jultly then 
will you periſh for ever  O that there were: 
ſome covetous Soul here this day,that woald: 
be taken with the riches of Chrilt, 


II. Are you for Bounty,for a Noble and: 
generous Spirit ? That's delireable inſuch a; 
relation, and takes much with many; for: 


this alſo, none like Chriſt : He is a bountiful. 
Lord of a noble and generous Spirit,as well 
as Rich: Many a Man has riches enough, 


but has a baſe, narrow, covetous. Spirit ;. 
and ſo his wife has little of them.; but Chriſt 
has a noble, generous, bountiful heart : He is 
not.only rich,but he is alſo willing to lay out 
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all his Riches & Treaſures upon his Spouſes: 
All the Treaſures of his Love-and Grace, all 


the Treaſures of his Righteouſneſs and Con- 


ſolation : He would have them abundantly 
filled, abundantly comforted,abundantly en- 
riched for ever : What a generous Spirit to- 
wards them does he expreſs, Cant.5.1; Eat, 
O Friends ; Drink, yea,drink abundantly,0 
Beloved : As if he ſhould fay,l have enough, 
infinitely enough for you, and I would have 
you to have enough, I would have youto 
have your Souls full of al Good : Fe would 
have them to have full Graces, full Joys, full 
Comforts and fuil Ha ppineſs for ever.The/e 


things ſpeak I unto you, (favs he) that your 


109 may be full, John 15.11. And again, 
AsKk., that you may receivesthat your joy may 
be fu/t, John 16. 24, He wills them like 
nappineſs with himſelf, Like love and em- 
braces 1n the Fathers Boom, Foh. 17.24 25, 
Like Grace and Holineſs, Fohn 17,22, O 
what a noble, generous, bountiful heait has 
this ſweet Lord towards his 'Spouſe ! Soul, 
thall it not draw and allure thee to him ? 
Nothing will ſatisfie him leſs than their par- 
ticipating with him in his own blcſledneſs : 
Soul, if thou rejectelt this bountiful Lord, 
i:now, that he has Treaſures of. Wrath and 
Vengeance alſo, which he will plentifully 
Pour out upon thee for ever. 
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IV.Are you or Willom and {mowed ge ? 
-H Wiftlom and Knowledge render o Peilun 
| lovely and defireable ; tis icy one os | 


. © pcrions highe{t exccllencics and porieciions: 
for this alfo none like Chritt ; /7- 75 197 13/7 | 
coinof Gol, and the Power of 0 79 Oe) of | 
. 24. - The infinite Wile om of the Ecernal - Þ 
God does ſhine forth in him and through | 
| <7, * Yeazun 193 are dl all the Treaſures of 
BE Wiſdom ant#K nowicare, Col. 2 3. V Vhich 
| | may be underitodd Ktive y as well as Paſ- 
| fively. he knowing all, as well as having ail 
that is worth knowing in himy Ze z5 ihe only 
| je ved, Jude 25, Tere is no true wildom, 
On in him, and there 1s no true wiidom to 
be had but by him and from him he is of- | 
ten in Scripture called Wz/4om, to note that = 
!hnite wiſdom that as in hin ; He knows all Ul! 
Perſons and all Things; he knows the ra- 
lier, and that as els known of | UmM,7 0/7 
10.15. He knows the Vindand V Viillof the 
rather 5 hence ſaid to be 2 hs Buſagin, which: | 
'z the place of Secrets, as well as Love, 7 «hz j 
.18, He knows all his Fathers Counſels l 
| 
| 


19d Decrees, which have becn oi old touch- 
ing the Salvation and. Damuation of Vaan - 
Hence we read of the Lum: Book of Life, 
and Names written there, Rev. 12.8. He: 
now$ all the works of Go.) tic Fat het: Ths 
. Fatngr, 
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Father loveth the Son,and ſheweth him what- 


ſoever he doth, John 5. 1:0. He knows the 


- Attributes and Perfections of God,And he 
56, He knows 


only, Mat. 11.27. Jobn 4. 
the whole V Vord of God, being himſelf rhe 
Word, Joh. 1.1. *Tis obſerved by one/ that 
the Angels tnemfelves do not know all the 
VVort of God, but Chriſt does : And as he 
thus knows God, and the Things of God, 


fo he alſo knows Man, and the Things of 


iVian; He knows all men, andbir 5 In 
Them. To! an 2.24.25, He knows the State, 
the Spirits, the Frames, the Thoughts, the 
Ends the Counſels,the V Vays.the V Vants, 
the Purthens, the Temptations of all : 
word, he is infinite in wiſdom and Counſel, 
md he knows perf: Ctly, as how to nromote 
bis owh Glory, ſo how todefend, fave. and 
.omfort his Spouſes, and carry on their hap- 


pineſs in the beit way : O who would not. 


have ſuch an Husband Soul, if thou reject 
him, know, that his wiſdom wil fight a- 


g3inft thee ; and he does know how'to damn 


and deſtroy for ever. 


. V. Areyoufor Beauty ; ? That takes with 
mo{t ; forthis none like Chriſt : For Beauty 
and Comelineſs, he infinitely ſurpaſſes both 
Men and Angels. V Ve read of Loſes, that 
he: was.exceeding fair ; and of David, OE 
vy 
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nc was rnday,and of abeautiful countenance; 
ind Foſephus reports of the one of them, that 
Bll that ſaw him, were amazed at, and ena- 
' Emoured on his beauty.O but what was their 
beauty to Chriſts ? Were their beauty, and 
(with theirs)the beauty of Men and Anpels 
put together, it would all be nothing to the 
Beauty of Chriſt : Not ſo much as the light 
of a Farthing- Candle is to the light of the 
Sun at noon day: Heits Beauriful and Glo: 
rious, WWaig.z2, Was Moſes fair ? Chriſt is 
infinitely more fair : . Ze 25 - farrer than the 
Children of Men, Pſal. 45. 2. And had you: 
m eye to hehold his Beauty, you could not: 
but be amazed at it, and enamoured on 1t -: 
Was David ruddy, and of a beautiful Coun- 
tenance?See what the Spouſe ſays of Chriſt, 
Cant.F. 10. My Beloved is white and ruday, 
the chiefeſt of ten thouſand ; which notes the 
perfection of his Beauty; anJ therefore ſhe 
concludes all with this, ( having ſpoken of 
the Beauty of his ſeveral parts) He « alroge- 
ther lively, ver. 16. or he is all lovelineſs : 
35 if ſhe ſhould ſay, What do 1 do ? there is 
n0 end of his beautyand amiableneſs; there 
3 nothing in him but what is lovely, and: 
there is nothing lovely but what isin him; 
:cither is there any thing'in the whole Crea- 
t:on,that has beauty and amiableneſs enough 
1 it to- be. a. ſhadow and! reſemblance - 
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his beauty and amiableneſs, g far Sn 
(ſays Rutherford) and fair {von and fait 
Stars, and fair Flowers, and fatr Roſes, and 
fair Litlies;butO ten thorn} and thouſand times 
fairer Lord feſus! Alns, I bave wronged 
bim(ſays he ) im making the compartſon this 
way : Obiach, Sun and Mon! but O fair 
Lord Feſus! O black, Flowers, and black 
Lillies and Roſes ! bat O fair fair,ever fair 
Lord ]:ſus\) O black, Heaven but O fair 
Chriſt ! Oblach Anzels! but O ſarpaſjingly 
fair Lord Feſus! In ſhort, Divines obſerve, 
that there is fomewiat in Chriit more amia- 
ble than Salvation; and indeed there are 


thoſe Heart-indearing Beauties, thoſe Soul-. 


raviſhing excellenctes in.the perſon of this 
Beloved, that are unſpeakably beyond Sal- 
vation ic ſelf : Hei4sthe brightneſs, the Iu. 
ſtre, the ihining forth of bis Fathers Glory, 
Heb. 1.2, © who would not be raviihed 
with,, an1 enamoured on iis. Beauty? A 
ſmail fight and report thereof fet the Davugit- 
ters of Feruſalew 1 lecking after ni, (nt, 
6.i. And fhallit have no ivflucnce nyon 
you to draw, and allure you to him 2 Docs 
one-ſo fair and beautiful make love touch 
black"and deformed Creatures as you and { 
are : and} {hall we refuſe him ? Shall-we- re- 
ject rijs lovely Lord? O that his Beauty 
might enamour us ! | 
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VI. Are you for Love, as well as Love- 
lineſs ? for a ſweet, kind, loving Diſpoſiti- 
on? This 1s defireable to all, for this alſo 


none like Chriſt: He 1s of a moit ſweet, 


loving, tender, affable Diſpoſition: He in- 
deed is Love it ſelf, kindneſs it ſelf, tenderneſs 
and compatiion it ſelf : God 55 lo ve, 1 Joh. 4. 
16, 'His love to his Spouſes has a'l dimenſi- 
ons,beights,breadths,depths,lengths mu;Yen, 
it paſſes Knowleapze, Epheſ, 3. 18, 19. which 
ſhews the immenſity and unmeaſurableneſs 
of his love; as if he ſhould ſay of it, 'tis 
higher than Heaven, and decper than the 
Sea ; *tis broader than. the Orb of the 


Farth, and longer than ali lime, during 


throughout Etcraity;” yea, and it paſſes 
Krno vledge There are two things which 
cxcced our knowledge; our Sins, ind Chrilts 
Love; the one 1s almoſt, the other 1s altoge- 
ther boundleſs, and bottomleſs. Though a 
man has never ſo many accompiilhments to 
commend him, yet it he-be of a rough, 
crabbed, ſoure diſpoſition; this renders him 
una cceptable tor ſuch a Relation : But to all 
his other. Perfcftions, Ghriit has tis added, 
I nat he is.jnfinitely joving;ag well as lovely, 
and of a;mort kind, temier+: Srfpoſition to 


Mis '>pouſes. Fence we r£2d tn Scripture of 


tis Love, his Kindneſs, his Meckneſs, his 
_ Gelb 
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Gentleneſs, an1 the like; allnotins the ad. 
nirab'e ſwectneſſe and amiableneſſe of his 
Diſpoſit.on : he wept over his very enemies, 
even them that finally refuſed him, Zak, 18, 
41,42. Yea, he had a kindneſs for his 'Mur- 
therers,and prayed for them, and that whil} 
they were murthering of him; yea, and his 
Prayer carried manyofthem to heaven, Luk, 
23. 34, O whatlove, what kindneſle then 
muſt he have for his Spouſes ? He that hag 
love for Enemies,and ſuch love. what muſt 
he have for his Friends? 'Tis a ſweet gloſſe 
which one of the Ancients has uponthe place 
haſt quoted, Father forgive them, they know 
not what they do: This (ſayes he) is a Word 
becoming the eternal Word, the Word of the 
eternal Father; he prayesnot only for his Per- 
ſecutors and Reproachers, but even for his 
Aurtherers, improving ail bis untereſt in hu 
Father for them; ſaying,tn effett, Father I 
zntreat thee,by that fatherly Ive thou baſt for 
me, and by which we are one, bear me for 
theſe my Murtherers, in forgiving of them 
own the love of thy Son, that thou mayeſ 
pardon his enemies, © what kindneſlc 
does this argue ! Ina word, his love is as 
an Ocean, whictr has neither brim nor bot- 
tom ; neither carr he but be kind to his: 
The Law, indeed, of kindreſs (as 'tis ſaid of 
the good Wife, Prov. 31,26, )-1 in bis lips ; 

Yea, 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt, 89 
yea, and in his heart and cairiages too, all 
being full of love : Oh ! that his love might 
draw you : Surely no love like his love,none 
ſo full, none ſo free, none ſo ſweet, none 
ſo fruitful, none ſo raviſhing, none ſo laſt- 
ing ; his love, where he loves, never fails, 
nor can it ever be broken off ; Who ſhall ſe- 


parate u(ſayesthe Apoltle) from the love of 


Chriſt ? That is,nothing can ſeparate us from 
his love, Neither Death,nor Life,nor Angels, 
nor Principalitics, nor Powers, nor Things 
preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor 
Depth,nor any thing elſe can do it, Rom. 8. 
35,38, 39. And I think, ſayes an Holy 
Man, his unchangeable love hath ſaid unto 
me, I defie thee to break me, or change me : 
Oh ſirs,experienced Souls will tell you, how 
ſweet, and good, and rich Chriſt's love is: 
They will tell you,one ſight,one taſte of it, 
makes Heaven in thc ſoul; that *:#s better 
then Wine, Cant, 1.2. And will you reject 
him and his love too? Will you pour con- 
tempt upon ſo much kindneſs ? O how juft- 


ly then will you periſh under his wrath! He 


has wrath in him, as well as love; wrath for 
Enemies,as well as love for his Spouſes; and 
his wrath is as hot and terrible,as his love is 
ſweet and comfortable; yea, his love will, 
if rejected by you, turn into wrath, and no 
wrath like that that is the reſult of oe 
ove : 
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love : Oh therefore cloſe,cloſe with Chrif 


this day. 


VI. Are you for a Perſonof c/tec1m, one 
that is much valued and b-love. ? Aninge- 
nious Sou wou'd deſire this; nd for: this 
none like Chriſt : As there is none ſo kind 
and loving as he; ſo there is none fo much 
valued and beioved as he- Hels betoved by 
all whoſe love-1s worth rhe havins ; He is 


Highiy valued and belovea by all the Saints 
both m Heaven and Earth; the Saints in 


Heaven they admire and adore him; *tis a 
part oftheir happineſs to love him, and de- 
light in him for ever : and the Saints on 
Earth they love and valie 'him above all 
others whatever ; he is*the dearly Belovel 


of their Souls : How often does the Spouſe 


call him her Beloved,and her Well Beloved, 
And once and apain, ſhe declares her ſelf fick 
of love to him; ſhe is enamoured- on kim; 


heis indeed rhe deſire  heppgas Hag.2, 


7.That is to ſay, He whom all the fairhful-in 


'all Nations do love; deſire, and delight in: 


Hence alſo that of the Apo#tle, To yon that 
believe he is precious, 1 Pet. 2.7. The Saints 
love and value Chriſt above all their Natural 
or Creature-Enjoymen's, above Father, ani 
Mother, Husband and Wife, and Children, 
and Houſes, and Lands, and the like : So 

muci 
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much is intimated ar. 10.37.& 19.29.they 
love and value him above all their Spiritual 
Attainments, accounting ther but Dung for 
Chriſt, Phil, 3. 8. They love and value him 
above their lives, being reaay to ae for him, 
Aqts 21. 13. Rev. 12,11, On how dear 1s 
Chriſt to Saints ? He is alſo highly valued 
ani! beloved by all the Holy Angels: He 1s 
the great object of their Love and Admiratt- 
on: Hence he ts ſaid tobe [cer of Angels, 
that is, to be beloved and delighted in by 
Angels, 1 Tim. 3. 16. The blcfſed Angels 
do ſee that in Chriſt, which docs enamour 
them on him, and fill them with love to 
him, and delight in him ; yea, which does 
fill them with perpetual admirings and ado- 
rings of him, Rev. 5. 12. ' Yea, which-is 
more than all this, He is infinitely valued and | 
beloved by God the Father alſo : The bleiled 
God ſees that in Chriſt that renders him infi- 
nitely amiable and deſireable in his Eye. and 
to his Soul ; both as Son, and alfo as Media- 
tor, he is even infinitely dear and precious to: 
the Father : As he is the Son of God, the 
Son of the Father, as the Apoſtles expreſſion 
is, ſo is he the Darling and Delight of the 
Fathers Soul, and was ſo from all eternity ; 
ſomuch he himſelf tells us, Prov. 8. 20. SO 
he is the infinite and eternal Favourite of the 


lafinire and eternal Father ; ſo he is one in 


cllence 


92. The beft Match :- Or, 


eſſence with the Father, and accordingly 
mult be infinitely dear to the Father : Hence 
he is ſaid co be 8m the Fatbers boſom, and as 
Son, he was ſo from eternity, Fob rt, 
18. Now the Boſom is the ſeat of Love, and 
his being in his Fathers Boſom, notes that 
ſtrong, ardent, inti nate love which the Fa- 
ther has for him ; yea, even as Mediator 
the Father loves him, Fohn 3. 35. Yea, he 
loves him with a choice, a ſignal, and an 


eminent love, with a love -of the highelt JN: 
+ ſtrain, the choiceſt excellency the ſweetelt 


influence; a love that has a ſtamp of ſpe- 
cial plory-upon it-: Hence he is called 
the Beloved, Epheſ. 1.6. He bath maaz 
# accepted in the Beloved, that is, in Chrilt, 
who 1s moſt dear to God : Hence God 
calls him his beloved Son, Thrs is my beloved 
Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed, Mat. 3.17. 
.Yea,he is.called the Son of his Love ; be hath 


| tranſlated us into theKingdom of his. dear Son, 


the Greek is,the Son of his Love, Col. 1. 13. 
Yea, the Father proclaims him to be the de- 
light of his Soul : Behold (faith he) my Ser- 
vant whom [ have choſen, mine Eltit in whom 
my Soul delighteth, Iſa. 42, 1. What ſhal 
I fay? God loves himſelf infinitely, and 
next 10 himſelf he loves Chriſt, and delights 
inhim : 'tis true, he loves all the works of 
his han1s as ſuch, eſpecially rational Crex 

tures; 


th 
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trres; and among them, he has'a peculiar 
love for his Saints and the Holy Angels ; but 
he loves Chriſt unſpeakably more than all - 


Bec indeed is firſt Beloved, and moſt Beloy- 
Hed, and beſt Beloved by him of all otters. 
God, as the School-men obſerve, does 
Floye the very fleſh or humane Nature of 


Chriſt more than all the Angels: Ina word, 
he loves him ſo, as that he is even raviſhed 
with hinz, and he can's but love all that are 
in him, -or related by Covenant to him ; and 
that though altogether unlovely in them- 
ſelves. Now, Sirs, will you not love and 
embrace this beloved one, one that is thus 
valued and beloved by Saints, by Angels, 
and by God the Father ? Andlet me fay,one 
that is hated and deſpiſed by none but Devils 
and deviliſh ones : Soul,if thou reje& him, 
whom all the Saints and Angels love,admire, 
and adore ; then never expect to live with 
them in the fruition of him, but reckon upon 
living with Devils and damned ſpirits in hell 
for ever : If thou reject him whom the Fa- 
ther loves and delights in, then expect to be 
rejected both by him and the Father for c- 
ver ; but Soul, rather be prevailed with to 
love him too. 


VIII. Areyou for Immortality ; for one 
that lives for ever ? This added tothe ils 


- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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deſireable; and for this none like, Chriſt: 
Yea, none but Chriit, he and he alone is a 
never-dying- Husband; the beit Husband 
here below is mortal,. and may leave you in 
a moment ; but Chriſtis immo:tal, be z the 
King unmortal, eternal® 1 Tim. 1. I7. and 
be only bath immo;taiuy, 1 Tun. 6. 16, He, 
and he onely lives for evermore : Beho!d! [ 
live for evermore, ({ayes he) Rev, 1. 18. He 
will never leave you iathe deſolate: {tate of 
Widdow-hood ; yea, not onely does he live 
for ever himſelf, bu: moreover he makes all 
his Spouſes to live for ever too - - © you find 
John 11.25, 26. 1 am the Keſurreition and 
the Life, (ſayes he) he that believerh 1n me, 
though he were dead, yet ſhall he live; and 
whoſoever liveth,and believerh in me,ſhall ne- 
ver die. Oh what an Husband is this! an Huſ: 
band that lives for ever himſelf, and that 
makes his Spouſes live for ever toozhe gives 
all his Spouſes ſuch a life as never dies, an 
tmmoral life. In a word, cloſe with him, 
and as he will live for ever, as thy Husband, 


ſo thou thalt live for ever as his Spouſe : Oh 


who would not accept of ſuch a Perſon ? 
Soul, if thou receiveſt him, know, he lives 
for ever, tolo.ethee, to comfort thee, to 
delight thee.to mk thee happy in ang with 
himſelf ; but if thou rejeteft him, know, 
that he lives for ever to puniſh thee;to inflict 


_ wrath 


wr: 


the: 
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wrath and vengeance upon thee.and tomake 


thee compleatly miſerablczunt oh reject him 
not. Thus have I] fhewn you 4 1;:tle what 
an Husband Chriſt is to his Spouſes ; and up- 
on the whole, I would ſay to you as the 
Spouſe aid to the Dauyhters of Jeruſalem, 


Cant.5. 16. Thu ts my beloved, and this ts + 


ny Friend; this 1s he that offters himſelf to 
your embraces, ſurely he is no mean, no de- 
ſpicable Perſon, but one infinitely defireable, 
Now, what do you ſay ? wi l you have him, 
or will younot ? poſſibly this is the lath ten- 
der he will ever make of himſelf to_ you; 
poſſibly the Match muſt be made now or.ne- 
ver ;- therefore now cloſe with him, accept 
him upon his own terms, who ſurcly iswor- 
thy of all acceptation, 
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' Which ſhews what great things Chriſi 


| does for all his Spouſes. 


Rue, may ſome ſay, Chrit's Perſon is 
_ defirable; but what will he do for his 
ſpouſes? What may our ſoul expect from 
him,in caſe we ſhould cloſe up with him in 


- a Marriage-Covenant ? What will he do? 


What will he'not do for you? Surely he 


ads like himſelf, and does great things for 
all bis ſpouſes : And oh happy, happy they ſ 


that are indeed eſpouſed unto him!l ſhall, for 
the more effectual drawing of poor ſouls to 


him, ſhew you what he does for his-ſpouſes 


in theſe following Particulars - 


I. He payesall their Debts. 
_ IT. He ſupplies all their V Vants. 
HI. He heals all their Maladies. 
IV. He bears all their Burthens. 
V. Heſweetens all their Aflitions. 
VI. Heſubdues all their Enemies. 
VII. He minds and manages all their 
Concerns, 


VII, 
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VII. He enjoynters them in eternal 
Life and Glory. 


1. He pays all their Debts, fully diſ- 
charging their Souls from all Sin and Guilt. 
No ſoonet is a Woman married to an Huſ- 

band, but preſently all her Debts become 
his; he pays all, at leaſt is lyable ſo to dv: 
In like manner, no ſooner is a Soul eſpouſed 
to Chriſt, but all his Debts to Law and Ju- 
ſice become\Chriſts, and he paysall: Ad 
O how preat a thing is this! Friends, we 
areall in debt,deeply in debt to the Law and 


more than our ten thouſand Talents, ar. 
18. 24, Welie under whole Mountains of 
1 MSin and Guilt : The truth is, 'our firſt Father 


j 

nf Jultice of God: We owe each one of us 
? 

e 


} MWieft us and all his Poſterity in debt ; we 


t brought Sin and Guiltinto the V Vorld with 
0 Mus, and the firſt day we were born, Divine 
$ Juſtice might have Arrefted us,and have caſt 
Mus into the diſmal Priſon of utter darkneſs. 
T came of thoſe Parents (ſays one of the An- 
cients) who made me damned before I was 
born; they ſinner# begot me a ſinner in their 
R/-. And to the ſame purpoſe another of them 
ſpeaks, No man's free from ſin (ſays he) in 
Wt-e rght of God; no, not an Infant of a day 
-/4. And to give you a greater authority than 
ir theſe , the Holy Apoſtle aſſerts the ſame 
F thins, 
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thing, Rom.5, 12, By one man ſin entred in- 
to the World, and death by ſin; and death 
paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned, 
Adam (inned, and we all ſinned in him, we 
all being in him, as in a Common Head; 
and the guilt of the Act of his fin is as 


truly ours, as if 'we had each one &f 


us Acted it in our own Perſons; and we all 
ſtand july condemned for it. Hence alſo, 


ver ſ. 18. hetells us, That by the Offence of 


one,juagwent came upon all men to condenna- 
tion. Beſides, we have all contracted q 
yaſt Debt upon our ſelves, and do lie under 


- much actual guilt, and that of a ſcarlet-dye 


and crimſon- tinture : Alas, we have done 


| little but ſin'd ever ſince we came into the 


VVorld; and indeed, as long as we are out 
of Chriſt, either all we dois fin, or at leaſt 
welinin all wedo: we'are every day rut- 


- ning upon:new Scores, adding fin to fin, and 


euilt to guilt: And O-how great then mull 


our Debts to Law and Juſtice needs be? You 


look upon that man to be deeply in debt 1n- 
dced,, whoſe, Debts are ſo many 2nd. great, 
as that he can neither know nor count them: 
And thus it is with us, ſo many and ſo. great 
are our Sins, and conſequently our Debts to 
Law and Juſtice, that we can neither knoy 
nor count them, David, though an holj 
Man, cries out, Who can underſtand his a 
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yors? Pfal. 19. 12. Alas, who of us can 
count the ſins of one day ? They paſs our 
knowledge: and which is worſe {till, we 
are under a neceſſity, whilſt in our Natural 
ſtate, of increaſing our fin and guilt every 
day and hour. Now, how ſhall all this Debt 
be paid, this Sin-and Guilt be expiated and 
done away? V Vhy only by Chriſt,cloſe with 
him in a Marriage- Covenant, and your Souls 
are diſcharged from all, Juſtice that ſtarc's 
upon Satisfaction, it calls for full payment ; 
its language is, Pay, or periſh; pay, or be 
damned; and nothing have we of our own 
to pay the leaſt of all our Debts, nor can we 
poſſibly right God for the wrong we have 
done him by the leaſt fin; and,which adds to 
our miſery , we are every day in danger of 


Arreſts,. nor know we how ſoon Juſtice will 


by the hand'of that grim Sergeant, Death, 
clap an Arreſt upon us, and caſt us into Pri- 
ſon, whence there 1s no redemption, untill 


| we have paid the utmoſt farthing, which can 
never be, Mar. 5.26, Now ſinner, wouldit - 


thou have thy Debts paid, thy Sins Pardon- 
ed, and thy Soul freed from the danger of 
thoſe Arreſts? then give up thy ſelf to Chriſt 
in a Marriage-Covenant - Q this is the only 


way to diſcharge all. Chriſt ſays to Juſtice | 


concerning all his Sp-uſes, as Pau! ſome- 
times didto Philemon concerning Oneſimre ; 
3612S PS If 
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If behath wronged thee, or oweth thee any 


thing, pur that upon my account :. So'fays 
Chriſt to God concerning thee immediately 
upon thy cloſe with him; Father, if this 
Soul hath wronged thee, and oweth thee 
any thing,: place it on my account, I have 
eaken all his Debts upon me, Ile be reſpon- 
ſible to thee for all : Father, this Soul I bled 
and dyed for, this Soul I was made fin and 
a curſe for, whereby thy Juſtice is fully ſa- 
tisfied; let him therefore be diſcharged. O 
Soul, how ſhould this draw thee to Chriſt ? 
Canlt thou be content to lie under ſo great a 
Debt ? And is it a ſmall thing to thee to bein 


danger of ſo terrible an Arreſt as that of Ju- 


ſtice, which we have ſpoken of, is ? Suppoſe 
a man owed ten thouſand pounds, and had 
nothing wherewith to pay, and he ſaw him- 
ſelf in davger every moment of being caſt 
into Priſon ; how ſad wouldſt thou look up: 
on his caſe to be ? and how gladly, thinkelt 
thou, would he embrace an offer from any 
to diſcharge him from all ? Soul, thy caſe is 
ren thouſand times more ſad, and bow glad- 
ly ſhouldſt thou embrace the Lord Jeſus, who 


would, and who alone can diſcharge all for ' 


thee : Inſhort, we read of Sprrits already in 
Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19. Juſtice has already 
clapt its Arreit upon thouſands and ten thou; 
ſands, and lodg'd them in the Priſon.of pes 
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| nal darkneſs, and what canſt'thou expect 


from it, but to be dealt with in the like man- 
ner ſpeedily, unleſs thou cloſelt with Chriit, 
as thy. Righteouſneſs, to make ſatisfact on 
for thee? His Righteouſneſs 1s ſuch, as ma kes 
a full ſatisfaction, and is every way anſwe-- 
able to the triceſt demands of Law and Ju- 
ſtice ; and by it, he being cloſed withal by 
thee, all thy Debts are paid at once, 


IT. Heſupplies all their wants,and makes 
bleſſed proviſion for them : *Tis the part of 
an Husband to ſupply the wants of his Wife, 
and to make proviſion for her : And this 
Chriſt does for all his Spouſes ; be ſupplies 
all their needs according to bis riches in glory: 


They have Wants, and he has Fulneſs; they 


have. Needs, and he has Riches ; and = 3 


brings his Fulneſs to their Wants, and freely 
communicates of the one to the other : Tru- 
ly we are full of Wants of all ſorts, Wants 
in the Soul, and Wants in the Body, Ie are 
poor, and wilerable, and blind, and nakzsd, 
Rev. 3.17. Yea,our V Vants are ſuch;and 
ſo pinching upon us, that with the Prodigal, 
we are even per:ſhing with hanger, Luke 15. 
17, Even the Saints themſelves arc 4 poor 
and needy Peop/e, full of wants, 7/a.40.1 7. 
Now, how ſhall theſe wants be ſupplyed ? 
Only by Chriſt, and do but cloſe with him, 
F 3 and 
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and he will ſupply all pl:ntifully : Let it be 


but a day of Eſpouſals between Chriſt and 
you, and all your Wants .are ſupplyed for 
ever. The truth is, Chriſt is all; He 1s the 
great All,. (as one calls him) Heaven and 
Earth, Time and Eternity, Grace and Glo- 


Ty are all in one Chriſt : He ſupplies the Spi- ' 


ritual Wants of his Spouſes : Do you want 


Life ? He that bath the Son,hath Life,1 Joh. 


5.12, Do you want Grace ? Cloſe with 
Chrift and he will give youGrace,abundance 
of Grace, Fohz 1.16, Do you want Peace ? 


Cloſe with Chriſt and he will give you' 
Peace, Fohn 14.27. Do you want Strength. 


and Righteouſneſs, Righteouſneſs for Juſti- 
fication, -and Strength for SanCification and 
Obedience? Cloſe with Chriſt and he will 
ſupply you with abundance of both, 1/a.43. 


24, Do you want Joy and Conſolation ? 


Cloſe with Chriſt, and he will in due ſcafon 
fill you with joy and conſolation, he will 
comfort your hearts, 1Theſ.2. 16,17. He 
ſapplies all the outward Wants alſo of his 


Svouſes, and that ſo as that they want no. 


g00d thing, P/al. 34.10. They want no 
outward good thing; but what the want 
thereof is better for them, thanthe enjoy- 
ment of it would be : True, they may,and 


often have but a little of outward'Comforts; 
but yet then they have much in a little,much 
Love, 
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Love, much Bleſſing, much of Chriſt and 
th2 Covenant : And therefore a litre which 
they hate, ts ſaid tobe better than the riches 
of many wicked, Pſalm 37.16. Beſides, 
wherein they are cut ſhort in Temporals, 
Chriſt often makes it up to them in Spiritu- 
als; They are poor zn this Werld, but rich in 
Faith, Jam.2.5, They have not much of 
the Stream3, it may be, but they have the 
more of the Fountain ; more love, and the 
{weeter communion with Chrift : In a word, 
what-ever either Heaven or Earth affords, 
ſo far as they need it,they ſhall have it : The. 
Lord will give Grace and Glory, and nogood 
thing witl he withhold from them that walk, 
wprightly, Pſal.84.9. O who would not cloſe 
with this Chriſt-? Soul, why ſtandeſt thon 
off from him? Is there any can ſupply thy - 
Wants buthe? Is there any can give thee 
Life, and Peace, anJ Pardon, and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Salvation, but he ? Or hadit 
thou rather die in thy wants. than eome'to 
this Fountain to be ſupplied ? Haditthou ra- 
ther periſh in thine own poverty, that come 
tothis Treaſury to be enriched? 


HI. He heals all their Wounds, and cures 
all their Maladies: He is a Phyſician: to his 
Spouſes, and ſuch a' Phyſician; as that 
though the W ound be never ſo-deep,and the 
F 4 Dt- 
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Diſeaſe never ſo deſperate,yet he never fails 
to work the Cure for them: O how ſhou'd 
this allure us to him! V Ve,my Belo ed, have 
our V Vourdsas wcll as our V Vants we are 
tull of Maladics and Diſeaſes of £oul : The 
truth is, fr om: the ſole of the foot to the crown 
of the head, there is no ſoundneſs in us, Iſa, 
I, 6, The Saints themſelves have their 
wounds, yea, wounds many times that ſtink, 


 andarecorrupt,(as David ſpeaks) P/. 38.5. 


Indecd, they arc apt to get freſh V Vounds 


_ every day, VVounds in their Grace, and 


VVounds in their Peace; V Vounds in their 


Comforts, and wounds in their Conſciences; 


wounds that ſmart ſorely, and which miny 
times bleed, as if they ſhould bleed to death 
of them : VVell, but Chriſt. heals all their 
V Vounds, and do but cloſe with him in a 


 Marriage-Covenant, and he will heal all 
thine too, who ever thon art: He is that 
-g00d Samaritan that has Oyl and wine, his 
Blood and Spirit to pour into the wounds of 


his People for'the healing of them :; By his 
ſtripes we. are healed, Wa.53.5.' His B.ood 
and Spirit are a Sovereign Balm, wh'ch can 
heal the deepeſt VVounds and deadlielt Di- 


ſcaſes: His Spouſes find it ſo, He reftoreth my . 
_ Scul, fays David, Pal, 23. 3. His Soul was 


fubject to many ails and infirmities ; but 
C: riſt reitorcd him unger all : Need we'fay, 
Is 


Ii there no Balm in Gilead? i there no Phy/i- 
cian there ? Surely there is, Indeed there is 
none but Chritt and his blood that can heal 
our wounds. O Soul, why ſhouldeſt thou 
not cloſe with him that thou mayeit be heal - 
ed? Do not thy wounds {tink ? andare they 
not ready to rankle and Gangreen? And 
unleſs Chrift heals them for thee, muſt thow 


not unavoidably die of them and periſh for 


cver ? Muſt thou not ſuffer a cutting off, a 
cutting off from God, a cutting off from 
Chriſt, a cutting off from Heaven and att 
happineſs for ever ? and wilt thou ſuffer ſuck 
acutting off? V'Vilt thou be content to die 
and periſh eternally, rather than. come to 
Chritt for healing ? 


IV. He bears all their Burthens : weare 


commanded to bear one anothers Burthens ;, 
cſpectally Husbands ſhould bear the bur- 
thens of their wives-: And this Chriſt does, he: 
bears all the Burthensof his Spouſes. Sirs.. 
weall have our burthens, many and great: 
burthens, which. we labour. under , bur- 
thens within, and burthens without; bur- 
thens in the Fleſh, and burthens. inthe Spi- 
rit ; burthens that make us groan. under 
them: Being burthened, we groan, ſaysthe- 
Apoltle, 2. Cor.y. 4. Burtbens that are too: 
heavy for us to bear,as David complained his: 
SE WEI Ee: 
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were, Pſal. 38.4. Burthens ſometimes that 
make us a burthen to our ſelves, as Job com. 


plains of himſelf, Job 7. 20. Yea, Burthens. 


that make our very lives a burthen to us: 
Hy Soul rs weary of "7 Lifefays Job, chap, 
10, 1. Now.,how ſhall all theſe Burthens be 
born? Why, Chriſt will bear them all, he 
bears all the Burthens of all his Spouſes; 
and if we will cloſe with him in a Marriage- 
Novenant, there ſhall not that Burthen lie 
upon us, that he will not bear for us. He 
bears all his Peoples Burthens two ways. 

1. Ina way of Sympathy and Compaſh- 
on : He weeps with all their tears, and ſighs 
with all their groans: If they are troubled, 
he grieves; if they are wounded, he bleeds: 
in all things he bears the other end of rhe 
burthen; 17 all their affliftions be zs afflicted, 
Ifa. 63.9. He does ovurzfirar, ſuffer to- 
gether withus; or ( as the Apoſtle renders 
it ) be ts touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities, Heb. 4.15. He 1s deeply ſenſible 
of all our Barthens, all our Sorrows: Such 
fometimes 1s the cafe with the Saints, that 
among men they have none to pity them , 
and ſympathize with them under their Bur- 
thens; as was David's Caſe, Pſal. 69.20. 
But even then Chriſt bears. the other end of 
zhe' Burthen, he pities them, and fympa- 


ghizcs with them, and that according to the 


weight 
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weight of their Burthcn, And O how ſweet © 
. | isthat? Vo matter, ſays an Holy Man, how | 
s | bravy the burthen be, ſo long as Chriſt bears | 

the other end of it, _ 

2. Ina way of Succour and Corroborati- 
» | on: Hedoes fot onely bear withthem, but 
> | alſo he gives them ſtrength to bear, and: 
, | ſtand up under the burthen : | He pars bis 


f everlaſting arms underneath them, Deut.33. 
. | 27. And with the promiſe of this he .en- 
. | courapges them to calt their Burthens upon 
him ; Caſt thy burthen upon the Lord, and he 
ſhall ſuſtain thee ; ſuccour; and ſupport thee, 
Pſal.55. 22. Heſtrengthens and ſaccours 
them, and that anfwerable to the weight of 
their Burthen : He gives them great ſtrength. 
, | for great Burthens, great ſuccours for great 
Temptations, and ſo makes good his Pro- 
miſe to them, ot to ſuffer them to be tempted 
above what they are enabled to bear, 1 Cor. 
10.13; The poor Soul many times cries out, 
Oh, 1 ſhall ſink under the Burthen, *tis too 
heavy for me to bear : But, Soul, though it 
be too heavy for thee, yet 'tis not too heavy 
for Chriſt to bear, and he bears with thee 
and for thee : yea, he doesnot only bear,byt 
n due time he bears away all their Burthens 
for them : There isnot that burthenlies.up- 
on any of his Spouſes, but he ſo bears it, as 
at laſt to bear it utterly away for them, o 
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they ſhall never need to groan under it more. 
He has alrcady born the heavieſt burthen of 
all ſor them; even the guilt and puniſhment 
of their lins; He bare our ſins in his body up- 
gntheTree, 1Pet.2.24. And again, He 
bare the fin of many, Iſa. 53.12. And'tis 
well for us that he hath born this burthen ;, 


for otherwiſe it muſt neceflarily have ſunk 
_ and cruſht us for ever: V Ve could never have 


ſtood under it, and as he has born this, ſo 
he bears, and in due time will bear away all 
for them: Are their fims, the iniquitics. of 
their holy Things,a burthen to them? Theſe 
he. bears away tor them, E-xo4. 28.38. Are 


the remainders of original Corruption a.bur- 


then;to.-them:? Theſe make them groan. in- 
dced; theſe in due time he bears away for 
them, Row.7.24,25, Are their conflicts and 
temptations. a burthen to. them? Theſe lie 
heavy upon ſome; in due time he bears theſe 
away alſo.: He turns their Conflicts. into. 
Trivumphs : Oh how ſhould this comfort the 
hearts of Saints.? And how ſhould it draw 
ard alluxe ſinnezs to-him.? O, Sirs, will you 
fink under your burthens, rather than have 
Ehrift to bear them. for. you ? Oh be not ſo- 
cruel to- your own Souls | _ 

V. He ſweetens all their Afictions for 
them-: Afflictions they. may, and often do 
mect withal, many and great AMlictions. 


Chriſt tells us,T hat in the world we ſhall bave 
tribulation, John 16. 33. But he ſweetens all 
for them; he turns their Wormwood into 
Wine, and therefore at the ſame time, with 
the fame breath he fayes, me ye ſhall have 
peace : Asif he ſhould ſay, Iwill ſweeten all 
your tribulations to you. Chriſt ſweetens 
his Peoples Afflictions to them two wayes. 
1, By his preſence with them, and the 
communications of his love to them under 
their fictions + Chriſt has promiſed to be 
with his People, and to miniſter comforts to 
them in their affliftions, //a. 4.3. 2, When 
thou paſſeſt through the Waters, 1'le be wit 
thee ; andthrough-the Fire, tt ſhall not burn 
thee : that is, T'le be with thee in all the 
ſharpeſt AMictions thou meeteſt withal : 


They meet with many Afﬀlictions, Sick- 


neſs, Poverty,Reproach, Perſecution,and the 
like; but Chriſt is with them in all, ana 
{hews them his love; and this ſweetens all to: 
them. The truth is, Chriſt is never more 
with his People, and he uſually never com- 
municates more of his Love and Conſolati- 
ons to. them than when in Aﬀiction : Then 
uſually 'tis-that they have the ſweeteſt em- 
braces. of his Boſom, then they have the 
cleareſt ſights, the fulleſt taſts,the choiceſtand 
moſt eminent ſealings of his love to. them : 
Then he leads theminto his Banqueting-houſes 
<b> 
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and diſplayes the Banner of hts love over them, 


he ſtayes themwith Flaggons, and comforts 
chem with Apples: his left hand is under their 
head, and his right hand doth embrace them, 
Cant. 2.4. 5,6. Then he minilters his ſtrong- 
eſtConſolations to them, comforting them in 
all their tribulations,2 Cor.1.4,5 Thetruth 
is,their ſharpeſt afflitions are but to prepare 


them for his ſweeteſt Conſolations ; and in- 


deed he therefore oftentimes afflicts them, 
that he may manifeſt his Love, and miniſter 
Conſolations to them ; according to that of 
Hoſea 2.14.1 will allare her into the Wilder- 
neſs.,and there will I ſpeak comfortably to her: 
and indeed,as ſtrong Conſolations oftentimes 
prepare for greatAfflictions; fo great AMiti- 
ons uſually make way for ſtrong Conſolati- 
ons. Affiittions ( ſayesa worthy Divine) # 


the Air,jn whichChriſts love eſpeciallybreaths 


and Cbriſt and the Croſs (ſayes he) are ſweet 
company : This, viz. Chriſts love and pre- 


ſence with his People in their Afiictions, is | 


what turns their night into day, their dark- 
neſs into light, their pains into eaſe, their ſor- 
rows into joys, their loſſes into gains; yea, 
and Death it ſelf into Life : Though I walk 
through the walley of the ſhadow of death, yet 
will I fear no evil, becanſe thou art with mt, 
Pſal. 23.4. It tornsa Priſon into a pleafant 
Pallace ; yea, it turns a fiery Furnace _—_ 4 

0 
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delightful Walk ; as in the caſe of the three 
Children,and this experienced Souls find : O 
how ſweet are Afﬀictions when Chriſt and 
his love come withthem!. 

2.By ſanctifying their AﬀiCtions to them, 
and working good to their Souls out of all. 
Sanifyed Aﬀictions are ſweet AMictions ; 
they meet with Aﬀictions, but Chriſt gives 
them the ſweet Fruit, and a blefled iffte of 
them; makes them all work together for 
good to them, according to that great Ora- 
cle, Rom, $8.23. All things ſhall work toge- 
ther for good to them that love God. By theſe 
he proves their Graces, and improves their 
Experiefces; he makes them all to be, as 
theGibeonites ſometimes were tothe congre- 
gation of God, as ſo many hewers of Wood 
and drawers of Water to their Faith,to their 
Comforts, to their Holinefs on Earth, and 
Happinefs in Heaven : The Faith of this 
ſweetned all Fobs great and heavy AﬀMictions 
to him: When I am tryed, (fayes he) I ſhall 
come forth ax Gold, Job 23. 10. Hereby he 
tryes their Faith, whichzis better than Gold, 
1 Pet, 1, 7, Hereby he refines them, and 
Purges away their'droſs from them, Behold, 
I have refined thee, but not with Silver; I 
kave choſen thee in the Furnace of Afﬀiction- 
Or, as you may read it, I have madea choice 
one of thee in the Furnace of AED, Iſa. 
Es 4910, 
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48. 10. Hereby he makes thempartakersof 
his holineſs, Heb. 12.10. By this be purgeth 

away their iniquity,and taketh away their ſin, 

Ifa.27.9. In ſhort, hereby he humbles them, 

and ſeals inſtruction to them : hereby he 

weans them from the - world, draws them 

nearer to himſelf,quickens their hearts in-his 

good wayes, and raiſes them up to higher 

ſtrains of Grace and pitches in Holineſſe,then 
they were got upto before : Yea, hereby he 

increaſes their Revenue of Glory, and adds 
to their Crown in Eternity. Our {;ght Afﬀii- 

ons, which are but for a moment, (ſayes the 
Apoltle)work out for us a far more exceeding 
and an eternal weight of Glory, 2 Cor.4.17. 


Thus he ſanifies all; and O how doth this 


. fweeten all! Here i a Croſs, "tits true,may 


the Soul ſay, but by this Croſs. Chriſt does 
crucifie me to Sin and the world, he weans. 
me from the Creature,ſets me a longing after 
Heaven ; and ſo long welcome Croſs, how 
heavy ſoever - Here is an Aﬀiction,' tis true, 
and *tis an heavy one, but by it Chriſt proves. 
and brightens my Graces, and that ſweetens 
all : © O what owe I(/ayes Rutherford)to the 
< File and Hammer ofmy ſweet Lord Jeſus? 
© He hath taught. me more ( ſayes he) by my 
© {ix months impriſonment, than ever I learnt 
*1n my nine years paſt Miniſtry. Luther. was 
© monte to ſay,three things made a good _ 
er 
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(ter; Temptation, Afiction, Supplication - 
The ſame alſo conduce much to the making 
of a good Chriſtian - And indeed, 'tis ſeldom 
that ever a Soul comes to any eminency 1n 
Grace,until he has been exerciſedwith ſanCti- 
fied Aflictions and Temptations: And doubt- 
I:(s, there is many 2 Soul who may and muit 
ſty, That next to Chriſt, his Aflictions have, 
through his Grace and Ble(bng, been his beſt 
Mercies. O how ſhould this draw Souls to 
Chriſt, and allure them into a Marriage-Co- 
venant with him ! Poor Soul,it may be that 
which keeps thee from Chriſt, is the fear of 
what Aﬀfiictions thou mayeſt meet with in 
his wayes : But know, (1.) Thou mayeſt 
meet with Affliction, yea, firſt or laſt thou 
wilt aſſuredly mect with Aﬀiction, though 
thou never cloſeſt with Chriſt : Alas, wicked 
men and unbelievers meet withTroubles and 
Aflitions, and that even in this World oft- 
times : However,to be ſure at laſt;they will 
have a full Cup,yea,the very dregs of God”s 
Wrath poured out unto them : They will 
meet with, and fall under ſorer and more 
dreadful \Mlictions,than any thou canſt meet 
withal in the way ,and for the fake of Chriſt; 
for pray conſider,is there any Trouble, any 
AﬀMiction thou canſt meet withal for Chriſt 
like to this,for a man to die in his fins, to be 
ſeparated from God for ever,to have inline 
neſs 
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nefſe and eternity combined againſt thee ? Is 
there any Trouble or AMiction like to the 
torments of the Infernal Pit, and being the 
obje& ofinfinite Wrath for ever? and yet 
this will be the lot at la of all that cloſe not 
with Chriſt in a Marriage-relation.(2)W hat 
ever Afﬀictions thou mayelt meet withal in 
the way of Chriſt,cloſing with him,he ſweet- 
ens all for thee; and that ſo as that thou 
wouldeſt not have been without them for a 
World : O ſcare not at the Croſſe, but cloſe 
in with Chriſt, 


VI. He ſubdues all their enemtes for them! 
True, the poor Saints and Spouſes of Chriſt 
are beſet with Enemies on- all hands ; they 
have many Enemies,-.and mighty - Enemies, 
Enethies within, 'and Enemies Withoiit, and 
all ina confederacy againſt them to deſtroy 
them'to deſtroy their Lives, to deſtroy-their 
Graces,to deſtroy their Peace andComforts, 
to deſtroy their Souls arid Happineſs for & 
ver ; all like ſo many roaring Lyons ſeeking 
to devour them : V Vell,but Chrilt, who is 
their Captain as well as their Husband, ſub: 


dues and conquers all for them ; and,firſt ot 


laſt, makes them to ſet their feet upon thett 
necks, and triumph over tnem : | He makes 
them Conquerors, yea more than Conqueror 
over all, Rom.8. 37. He makes them ſo to cor- 
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quer them, as ſooner or later to gain by all 
their conflicts and oppoſitions:Ihdeed Chriſt 
has already - conquered all his Peoples Ene- 
mies for them. The Saints have five great E- 
nemies, $i, Se-f, the World, the Devil, and 
Death and Chriſt has long ſince conquered 
them all for them,and bydegrces brings them 
into the joyful triumph of that conquelt. 

1. He has conquered Sin for them : He by 
being made Sin, hath obtained an eternal vi- 
ory over Sin for all his People : Sin is the 
Saints great Enemy ; *tis that - which wars 
atainſt their Souls, Rom.7.23. 1 Pet. 2. 11, 
And indeed this is that which gives a!l the reſt 
an advantage againſt them ; but even this 
greateſt Enemy Chriſt has. conquered 'for 
them : Hence he ts fat ro have condemned fin 
bn the'fleſh; befor ſin, condemned ſin in the 
fleſb, Rom. 8. 3:5. e. He by being made a ſa- 
crifice for ſin, hath killed and ſubdued fin, 
paſt a'ſefitence of Death and Condemnation 
upon ſinfor ever : hence alſo our o/d Ian is 
ſaid to be crucified with bim, that the body of 
ſin might be deſtroyed, Rom.6.6, Hence alſo 
he is ſaid ro deſtroy ſin, to take away ſin, and 
the like : And how? VVhy as tothe Reign 
and Power;as well as the Guilt and Curſe of 


it: Andthis Pa#/, ated by the Spirit of Faith, 


could triumph in, even whilt he was in the 
ſharpeſt conflicts with fin, Rom.,7.2 324125 
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I thank God through Chriſt, (ſayes he) ; For 
what ? why,for victory over,and deliverance 
from that Law of Sin he was now conflict. 
ing with. iz 


2..He has conquered Self for them : Self, | 


as well as Sin. is our deadly Enemy : This 
indeed is anear cloſe Enemy, and mo t diih- 
cult tobeſlain; This is an Enemy that we 
are too too loth many times to have de{troy- 
ed, and yetan Enemy which makes woful 
ſpoyl upon us and our happineſs, I often 
think ofch- Speech of an Holy and Learned 
Divine; *Oh, /ayes be, if I could be Maſter 


© of that houſe-idol, my ſelf, my own,my own 


< will, wit,credit,and caſe, how bleſſed were 1! 
<-O but we have need, /ayes hezto be redeem: 
©ed from our ſelves,rather than-from the De: 
evil and the World ! And preſently again he 
cries out,O wretched idol, my ſelf! When 
ſhall I ſee thee wholly decourted,and Chriſt 
* wholly put in thy room? And who that have 
anyacquaintance with themſelyes. do not find 
cauſe to cry out in like manner?Oh this Self, 
this wretched Self, how great-an Enemy is 


. 1t! Well, but this Chriſthath conquered,and 


cloſing with him, thou ſhalt by degrees find 
it to dic and fall under thee. Pau! did fo, ! 
am crucified with Chriſt;ſays he,nevertheleſs 
T live,yet not I, Gal.2.20.He hid anl, a Selt 
which ruled in him z but by Chriſt *twas oy 
Cine 
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cified and ſlain for him, and he was a conque- 
rer over It, 


. 


3, He has conquered the World for them: 
Take the World in what notion you will,and 


F|'tis in one reſpect or other an Enemy to the 


Saints ; the Men of the World, the Things 
of the World, the Frowns of the World, the 
Flatteries of the World, they all one way or 
other fight againſt them,. and are Enemiesto 
them. The World, as well as Sin and Self, 
isa mortal Enemy tothem : But this Enemy 
alſo Chriſt has ſubdued and conquered for. 
them. .and he has told them ſo much for. 
their comfort, under. the oppoſitions they. 
meet with fromit; Fob. 16.23. Be of good 
chear I have overcome the world, ( ayes he) 
4.4, the V Vorld is your Enemy, but 'tis a 
conquered Enemy ; *twill moleſt- and op- 
poſe you; but it ſhall not be able to hurt you, 
for I have conquered it for you. , And,as he 
has conquered it for us, ſo he will enable us, 
cloſing with him, by Faith to conquer it : ſo 
1 John 5.4. Thw # the vittory which 0- 
vercometh the V Vorld, even our Faith ; The 
VVorld ſhall not alwayes annoy and infeit 
the Saints. f 
4. He has conquered the Devil, yea allthe 
Devils in Hell for them : The Devil is the 
Enemy of the Saints, and indeed he is a for- 
midable one; an Adverſary that goes _ 
ike 
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like a: roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he may de. | 
wvour, 1 Pet, 5.8. Heisaſubtil, apotent, a 


malicious, a cruel, and.an indefatigable Ene- 
my : But ſo formidable an Enemy as heis, 
Chriſt hath conquered him for them ;; hence 
*. heis ſaid ro have deſtroyed the: Devil z he par- 
took of. fleſh and blood, that through death he 
might deſtroy himthat bad the power of death; 
that ts, the Devil, Heb: 2 14.. and to have 
ſpoiled Principalities and Powers,and to have 


made a ſhew of yaty., "Pg 67 bis Croſs, try- 
umphing over them,C91.2.15.dragging them 
at his Chariot-wheels; as was the manner 
ſometimes ſor Conquerors to deal by: their 


vanquiſhed Enemies : The ſum is, that he 


hath made a compleat and glorious conquelt 
over all the Devils in hell for Believers: he 


has conquered them even totriumph: Chrilt 


has conquered the- Devil for hisſpouſes, as 


to his. ruling, reigning, and commanding. 


power;and he will, and does.conquer him at 
laſt, yea ſpeedily, as to his tempting, vexing, 
and ſeducing power ; The God of Peace ſhall 
tread Satan under your feet ſhortly, Rom. 16, 


20. Shortly, Soul, the Devil ſhall vex thee 


no more, moleſt thee no more, infeſt and an 
noy thee by his temptations no more. 

5. He has conquered Death for them; 
Death is an Enemy, and *tis the {aft Enemy 
that 1s to be deſtroyed, (0 the-Apoſtle tells uy, 

| I C'er, 
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T Cor, 15. 26. and init ſelf conſidered,a ter- 
ribte Enemy *tis,”tis the King of terrors, Job 
18. 14. But this Enemy hath Chriſt conquer- 
ed for all his; he has taken away allits kil- 
ling power* its ſting and curſe, in ſo much 
that they may holily triumph over it,and re- 
joyce in its approach; the Apoſtle did ſo, 
1 Cor. 15.55, $6,57. Death (fayes he) is 
ſwallowed up 1n vittory,O Death,where «5 thy 
Sting ? O Grave,where ts thy Viftory ? The 
ſting of Death us Sin, the ſtrength of Sin 15the 
Law, but thanks be to God, who giveth us 
the victory,tbrough our Lord Feſju Chriſt, O 
what a triumph-does he here act over Death 
through the conqueſt Chrilt has gotten over 
it for him? Truly, this Enemy is ſo far con- 
quered by him for them, that *tis become in- 
deeda friend to them ; and they can,-when 
na right ſpirit,embrace. it as ſuch, and long 
for it as ſuch : Chriit by Death has unſtung 
Death,and in a ſort undeatht it : Thus Chritt 
has conquered all his Peoples Enemies, and 
they being made one with him in a Marri- 
age- Covenant,all hisViories are theirs,and _ 
nisConqueſts theirs, andtheyare conquerors 
overall in him; and oh how ſweet, how 1n- 
couraging is this ! and how ſhould it 'win 
Souls toa cloſe with him ! poor Soul, thou 
ſeeſt thy ſelf environed with Enemies, thou 
art hard beſct on all hands, Legions of Ln 
| and 
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and Devils, attended with Self, Death, aud. 
the V Vorld,oppoſe themſelves againſt thee; | 


and thou art often crying out as Davidin a- 
nother caſe,2 Sum.3.19.1 amweak,and theſe 
men, the Sons of Zerviah, are too ſtrong for 
ze : yea, thou art ready to ſay of them,as he 
ſometimes in his unbelief did of Saul, 1 Sam. 
27.1.1 ſhall one day periſh by the band of Saul: 


Alas, lam a weak nothing Creature, and am | 


unable to grapple with the leaſt of all mine 


Enemies ; and how then ſhall I ſtand up a- 


- gainſtthem ail ? ſurely I ſhall periſh by them 


at laſt : V'Vell Soul, but know for thy en-: 


couragement,. that all thine Enemies are 


conquered byChriſt,and though they are too 
ſtrong for thee, yet they are not too ſtrong . 
for Chriſt to grapple with, and make thee a' ' 


conquerer over. W hen theProphets Servant 


ſaw whut a great and formidable Hoſt com-' 
paſſed the City,he cryedout, Alas! my Ma- 


fter,what ſhall'we do? And what did his Ma- 


ſter anſwer him ? Fear not (ſaid he) for they 
thatbe with u,be more than they that be with 
them, 2 King 6. 15,16. So: poor Soul, when 
thou conſidereſt what great and formidable. - 
Enemies do compaſs thee about, thoucryelÞ | 


\_ outto one and another ; Alas, Sir, what-ſhall 


I do? But I would ſay to thee as the Prophet 


to his Servant ; Fear not, there is more wi h 
thee than with them ; thou haſt Chriſt with 


thee, | 
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thee,to fight and overcome all fur thee; there. _ 
fore chear up, give upthy (elf unto him;and, 
the victory over Sin,Scif, World, Death, De- 
vi,and all is thine for ever. Oh, who would 
not have ſuch a Husbaud ? - - | 


| VII. He minds and manages all their - 
Concerns for them : ?Tis the part of an Huſ- 
band to mmynd. and manage the Cohcerns of 
his Wite,and to have a Natural care both of 
her and them : And thus 'tis with Chriſt, He 
-manages all hisPeoples Concerns,and that in 
Heaven, on Earth, and in their own Souls, 

1, He minds and manages all their Con- 
cerns in Heaven for them: Their Afairs lie 
much in Heavea , . their Buſineſs there is 
great ;. and Chriſt their Husband minds all, 
and tranſacts all for them,and that faithfully: 
Indeed he went thither on purpoſe to tranſ- 
aQ their Afﬀairs for them;Hence he is ſaid t0 
have entered not into the boly place made with 
bands,but into Heaven it ſelf,there to appear 
inthe preſence of God for them, Heb, 9.24. 
Hence alfo he is ſaid ro be ay Advocate with. . 
the Father far them, 1 John 2.1. He pleads 
with the Father for them : Have they a Peti- 
tion to-preſent._ to the Father for this or the 
other Mercy ?. He preſerits and prefers it for 
them : He takes all their Prayers, and ſprin- 
kles themwith his own blood, perfumes rom 
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with the odours of his own Incenſe,and then 
tenders them to the Father with his own 
hand, Rev. 8 beg.V Ve pray very brokenly, 
but he mends our Prayers.; yea,oftentimes, 
when we can't pray, when we can't ſpeak 
for our ſclves,he ſpeaks for us,8& prefers our 
Petitions for us: Are there Charges and Ac- 


_ cuſations brought in againſt them, either by 


Satan the Accuſer of the Brethren on the one 
hand, or by the Law and Juſtice of God, 
which are daily wronged and violated on the 
other hand ? why Chriſt interpoſes for them, 
he anſwers all, and invalidates all, he rebukes 
Satan, Zech. 3.2. In the firſt verſe we find 
Foſnua ſtanding before the Angel of the Lord, 
and Satan ftanding at his right hand toreſif 
( or accuſe) him ; andin the ſecond verſe we 
have Chriſt ſharply rebuking Satan for his 
accuſation; The Lord ſaid unto Satan, the 
Lerdrebuke thee,O Satan,even the Lord that 
bath choſen Feriſalem rebuke thee : Andas he 
rebukes Satan,ſo he ſatisfies the Lawand Ju: 
ſtice of the Father : Hence he is ſaid to make 
Interceſſion for them, and that to the over- 
throwing of all thoſe counterpleas, - which 
Lawor Faltice can putin againſt them, Row, 
8.33,34.Have they finned,anddo they need. 
a new pardon, nced to have things ſet right 
and' even between God and them afreſh? 
"This alfo Chriſt does for them; Jf anymar 
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fin, we have an advocate with the Father, 


. Chriſt Feſus the Righteons, ard be ts the pro- 


pitiation for our ſins, 1 John 2. 1,2. While 
they through weakneſs and . temptation are 
ſinning on Earth, he out of his Grace and 
Love is pleading with the Father for them 
in:Heaven: Thus he minds all their concerns 
in Heaven for them. 

2, Heminds and manages all their Con- 
cerns on Earthfor them : The Saints. have 
their Aﬀairs and Concerns on Earth among 
men, as well as in Heaven with the Father, 


and Chriſt their Husband minds and tranſ- 
.aQts all theſe likewiſe for them. Indeed he is 


ever mindful of them and at work for them, 


_ viz,. to do them good, and to promote their 


intereſt : Hence,ſfays he, the Father workgth 
hitherto, and I work, Johns. 17. Iamal- 
ways at work for, your good, Are they 

wronged and oppreficd by Enemies ? He a- 
venpes all their wrongs : Hence he is ſaid #o _ 
reprove Kings for their ſakes, Pal. 105.14. 
and elſewhere, to plead their cauſe againſt 
their Enemies,and the like.Do they need de- 
liverance and ſalvation out of troubles and. 
diſtrefles? He brings Salvation to them, Iſa, 
63. 9. Do they need conduct and guidance 
through their difliculties and temptations in 
the Wilderneſs of the World ? He leads and 
geuidesthem ; He leads Joſeph like a F =" 
F G 3 WT 5 
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Pſal.80. 1. -andeelſe- where, 7 w:1l guide thee 
with nineeye; Hecarries them through all 
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their ſtraits, and all their difhiculties,and even - 


when he ſeems moſt to forget them,even then 
he is ever mindful of them, and of their con- 
cerns : For he hath praven them upon the 


tinual.y before him; and though they often 
ſay, The Lord hath forſakeu me, and my 


paln;s of his bands, and their walls are. Con- 


God hath forootten me; yet he never forlakes 


or forgets them, nor can he ; Vo, a Woman 


may ſooner forget her ſucking Child, and 


not have compaſſion upon the San of ber 


Wor-b, than 'he can forget his People, Iſa 
49.149 15, 16. HG ID: 
3, He minds and manages all their con- 


ccrns for them in their own Svuls: The Saints ' 


have many andgreat Qoncerns to be minded 
within them, concerns of great moment 


-and importance ; and, were they to. be 


minded and managed onely by themſelves, 
they would make but poor work : O! but 
Chriſt their 'Husband minds and manages all 


_ theſe likewiſe for them ; and to be ſure they 


can't miſcarry in his hand - He gives them 


his Spirit to work all their works inthem '! 
-andforthem : He Obſerves what Grace, 


what Strength, what Counſel, what Com- 
fort they .ſtand in need of, and by bis Spi- 


rit Minifters all to them : Hence he is ſaid 
5 S 3:4 t0 
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to give them Grace and Mercy to help ina 
time of need, ſeaſonable ſupplies, Heb, 4. 
16. and to be both the Authar and Finiſher 
of their Faith, Heb. 12.2. He minds and 
obſerves how the great Work goes on 4n 
their Souls, and he takes care for the proſ- 
pering and perfecting of it : O how ſhould 
this draw.us to Chrilt, and encourage us to 

accept of the offers of his love ? | 
VII. He. injoynters them in eternal Life 


| and Glory : Husbands uſe to make Joyn- 


ters to their Wives, they entitle them to 
ſuch or ſuch Lands and Inheritances : ' So 
Chriſt injoynters all his Spouſes in no leſs 


- than eternal Life and Blefſedneſs : He makes 


over a. great 'Joynter to them, Glory, a 
weight of Glory, an'exceeding and an eter- 
nal weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17.' An In- 
heritance in Light, Col. 1.12. An' Inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, 1Pet.1, 4. A Kingdom 
an everlaſting Kingdom , an everlaſtin 
Kingdom prepared for them beforethe foun- 
aation of the World, Mat. 25.34. A'Crows 
cf Life, Rev.2.10. A Crown of Rigbte- 
ouſneſs, 2 Tim, 4. 8. A Crown of Glory, 
which never fades , never 'withers, 1 Per. 
5.4. The truth is, he endows them with all 
his Riches, with all/his Treaſures, withall - 
his Dignities, with all the Priviledges.of his 
| | G 3 Houſe, 
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Houſe, with all the Purchaſes of his Blood, 
with all the Bleſſings of- his Love, with all 
the Treaſures of Heaven, with all the Glo- 
ries of Eternity : Look, whatever is inthe 
Promiſe, whatever 1s in the Covenant, what- 
ever is inthe glorious Counſel of Election : 
Look, whatever the Preſence of God, the 
Face of God, the Boſom of God can afford: 


Look, whatever the heart of God could 
cive, the Wiſdom of God contrive, 'the 


Power of God produce, or the Blood of _ 


God purchaſe; that, all that does: Chriſt 


enjoynter his People in. O Sirs, how ſhould | 
this draw and allure us to Chriſt! 1s Hea- 
ven and Eternal Life worth nothing? Are all 


the Glories of Eternity of no value? O 
who are you, that Chriſt ſhould be willing 
eo: inſtate you into all this? In your ſelves 
you are lying in the lap and boſom of Hell, 


Heirs of Wrath and Condemnation, indan- 


ger every moment of ſinking into the infer- 
nal Pit : But loe! Chriſt comes and makes 
loveto you, andif you will accept of him, 
hewill entitle you unto Life and Blefſednefs, 
toſuch things 4 eye bath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, nor bath it entred into the heart of 


man to conceive of, 1 Cor. 2.9. Takehim, 


therefore, I befeech yon, into your moſt 


intimate embraces. Thus you fee in part, : 
- what great things Chriſt does for his _ | 
: . Cs 
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ſes : Now, will you accept of, him, or will 
you not? May I not ſay to you, as. Saul 
ſometimes did to his Servants ? Hear now, 
will the Son of Jeſle give to every one of you 
Fields and Vineyards, and makg you Caj- 
tains of thouſands? 1 Sam, 22, 7. - So,will 
Sin, or the World, or the Law, to which 
you are naturally wedded, do ſuch great 
things for you as Chriſt will? Will theſe 
pay your Debts for you, ſupply your wants 
or you, heal your Wounds for you, and 
the like? Will theſe ſecure your eternal In- 
tereſt for you, and make you happy in the -, 
other . World as Chriſt would? Alas ! they 
can dd none of all this: O cloſe,cloſe there- 
fore with Chriſt, who can and will do all, 
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Which opens a little 1he heart of Chriſt, 
ana ſhews how much he is ſet upon 
17 Eſpouſal with Sinners. | 


S Urely Chrillls the beſt Husband,. and 
II none can do ſuch great things as he for | 


t His Spouſes, . which renders an Eſpouſal to 


him very defireable : but will he take ſuch 
' aSWeEare into ſo near a Relation with him ? 
Has he any. mind, any heart- to the buſi- 
nefle ? Any mind, any heart ? his heartis 


Tet upon nothing more, than an Eſpouſal i 


with Sinners; he is not onely content to 
admit Sinners coming to him, but his Soul 
longs after them : Never did the moſt pal- 
fionate Lover more long for an Eſpouſal be- | 
ween him and his Beloved, than Chriſt 

does for an Eſpouſal between himſelf and \ 
Sinners : And becauſe Love is the Load- 
{ſtone of Love, arid the. moſt powerſul 
attraRtive; in order to the more effectual 
drawing and alluring of your Souls to + 
Chriſt, 1 ſhall a little.in a few particulars | 
open my ſweet Lor.'s heart to you in this 
bulineſs: And Q that the Reports * his 
Ove | 
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Love to you, and his willingneſs to Eſpouſe, 
you to. himſelf, might draw your hearts out. 
alittle in Loveto him, and work you to a, 
Ws to be Eſpouſed. | 
. Such is the heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſer 
_—_ an Eſpouſal with 'Sinners, that he 
willingly, : became Incarnate , bled, and 
dyed in. order hereunto;z..-and oh, how. 
ſhould/this'draw us to_him? Sh ould you 
ſeea Man do ſome great Act of ſelf uw 
al and abaſement, and withal freely ven- - 
ture his Life in Order to his obtaininz ſuch 
or ſuch an one to his Wife, you would 
calily conclude , that his heart was much 
ſet upon an Eſpouſal with her -” Lo then! 
Chriſt has greatly denyed and abaſed him- 
ſell, he became Incarnate, and not onely 


| freely ventured,” but laid down his Life in... 
order to an Eſpouſal between himſelt and 


Sinners ; -and how much then. mult his heart. 
be in the bulineſs ? | 
1, He became Incarnate in otder heres 


- unto; had not Chrift been Incarnate we 


could never poſſibly have been. Eſpouſed. 
unto him ,- nor have enjoyed conjugal 
Communion with, him : but that we might: 
be capable of, and arrive unto ſuch an-hap-' 
pineſs,.. he who in himſelf was the Efer- 
nal Son, freely became Incarnate, aſſumed! 
kumane Nature into Union: with his. Di-. 
| 5 GR wine 
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vine Perſon; hence *tis faid, that rhe a 


was made fleſh, John 1. 14. not that there 
was a tranſmutation of God into Fleſh 


but the Word of God, that is; God the 


Son, the Second Perſon in Trinity, aſſumed | 


Fleſh, humane Nature into Union. with him-' 
felf; and fo near is that Union.'into. which 


the Limane Nature is aflumed with the Per-- 


fon of the Son of God, as that that Nature: 


hath no ſubſiltence but what it has. in. his. ' 
Divine Perſon, and for that end, among o- : 


thers ( as a Learned Divine hath obſerved) 
it's ſo expreſt; the Word was made Fleſh | 
ramely, to nore the infinite nearneſs of that 
Union which our Nature Us taken into with. 
he. Divine Perſon, it being ſa near, 4s 


that it hath no ſubſiſtence of its own, but © 
%*,, 4s it were, wholly melted into the Per-- 
ſonality of the Son of- God: Hence alſo 
he: 1s ſaid #0 part ake of Fleſh and Blood, to 


be manifeſted in the Fleſh, and thelike.: and: 
oh whatan AQ of ſelf-denyal and abaſe- 


ment was this.! and how great was: Chriſt's: | 
condeſcention herein! in Phil. 2. 6, 7. the: 
Apoſtle fpeaks of it as the greateſt abaſe -' 
ment he could ſtoop unto: mhbo-''( ſays! * 


he,” ſpeaking of 'Chriſt ) bring fn the form 


of God;thonght it no Robbery to be equal with: 


God, butt made himſtlf of ns Roputation,and 


: MY : #901 him the form of a Servant,and WAs 
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made in the. likeneſs of 2fen: pray mark, 


he was inthe form of God; * that is, he: 
was truly. and really God, as. the: Father 

was.; and he thought it no Robbery to be: 
equal with God; 5. e. he had all thoſe Di- 
vine Excellencies. and PerfeQions. in. him, 
which. the Father had in. him; and yer: 
(ſays he ) he took upon him the form 

of a Servant, and was made in the likeneſs: 


K of Men :. that is, he hecame Incarnate, 


he became Man :. Well, and what does. 
this Argue?. Even infinite Condeſcention 
therefore he tells us, that herein he be- 
came of. no Reputation, or, as.the Greek: 
is, heemptied himſelf,” to. wit, of his glo- 
ry.; his glory was veiled and clouded: here- 
by; the glory of hisGod-head was Eclipfed ;; 
'tis true indeed,, his God-head was. not. 
hereby loſt, or laid aſide; no, he was as: 
much, and as truly God after his Incarna- 
tion, as he was. before :: he did not ceaſe- 
to be God, by. becoming Man; bat: ( as: 
one of the Ancients. expreſſes it) he' was: 
made that which hewas not ; and. yet remain- 
ed that which he was: he: was- made Man,. 
yet: ſo as that he ſtill. remained to be God :- 
but though his God- head: was not loft, or: 
hid aſide hereby ; yet hereby was the glo- 
ry of it veiled. and loſt for. time, and he was: 
| not 
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not content to-have it fo; oh ! how great 
condeſcention was this ? Oh | for him that 
was God, God equal with the Father, to 
become Man, to cover himſelf with the 


coarſe Veil of our Fleſh, and be content. 


for ſo long a time to lo'e the plory of his 
Deity, which was infinitely dear to him; 


 . and all this to make way for an Eſpouſil . 


between himſelf and poor Sinners ;- - what 
ſelf-abaſement was this? and how ſhould it 
encourage Souls to look aſter.an Eſl POW to 


Brit 


. He not onely became Incarnate, brt 
aſs freely bled, and dyed in order here- 
unto, which is a further diſcovery of- his 


keart' herein, being (ſays the Apoſtle) 


found in faſhion 24 a man,he humbled hiniſeif, 


@1d' became obedient unto the death, eventbe 
death of the Croſs, 1.e. to the moſt formi- 
dab'e Death, a Death of pain, a Deathof 
_ ſhame, an accurſed Death, Phil. 2.8. Hence 
aFfo *tis faid, that he gave himſelf an Of-' 


fering nds Sacrifice to God for us, Eph. 5. 


2. Yea, not onely didhe bleed, and ſuffer, 


and dye; but he did all freely, and with 


much rea:lineſs, and enlargedneſs of Soul : 


hence he is ſaid to have poured out bis Soul 


znto Death, Ia.53. 12. He ſeemedinan 


holy manner prodigal of his- Life in the: 


caſe ;, he (20g neither Blood, nor Life, 
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for' any thing' too much for them : Oh 
how -much does this argue his heart to be 
upon the buſineſs? It ſpake Facob's heart to 
be muck fet upon Rachel to have her to 
wife, -that he could be content to undergo 
ſo much hard Scrvice for her as he did, even 


feven years Service.  Facob ('tis ſaid) ſeru- 


ed ſeven years for Rachel,- yea, and they 


feemed unto him but a few days, for the Love 


he bad to her, Gen. 29. 20. So ſurely it 
argues Chriſts heart to be much ſet upon 
an Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he was 'con- 
tent, not only toſerve, but even bleed, and 
dye for them in order hereunto, - OhSirs,be- 


| hold, and wonder ; Chriſt comes from Hea- 
ven, . quits his Throne, leaves the boſome of 


his Father, in which he had with infinite de- 
light lain from Eternity ! behold and won- : 
der,the Lord of Life dyes, the: God of Bleſ- 
fing was made a Curſe. The infinitely-be- 
loved Son treads the wine:preſs-of the Fa- 
thers wrath, Heaven deſcends'into_ Hell, 
glory veils and eclipſes it felf underſhame an@ 


I1pnominy,the infinitely holy one is made fin;, 


and all rhis to redeem, and 'redeeming,' E- 
ſpouſe poor Sinners to himfelf ! and-is not his 
heart upon the buſineſs think you ? And has. 
he not Love forthem? Oh be not faithleſs, 
Þut believing, | 


2. Sucks 


a 
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2. Such is the heart of Chriſt, andſo ſet. 


upon. an Eſpouſal with ſinners, that he 


condeſcends ſweetly to woo them, and | 
folicit themfor their Love and acceptance 
of him - Should you ſee a Man with all 


earneſtneſs and-importunity wooing a: Vir- 
in, and making Love to her, following 


-her from: day to day with renewed offers 
| and ſollicitations,, you would. conclude his 


heart was much. ſct upon an Eſpouſal with. 
her: And is. it not thus with the Lord Je- 


fas towards poor Sinners? - Does he not | 


woo them, and. make E.ove to them, and 
that with all carneſtneſſe and preſſing im- 


portunity, - following them with renewed 
_ offers and ollicitations. from. day to day ; 


Now he meets them in this Ordinance, -and 
there he wooes them, - and makes Love to 
them; anon he meets them in that Ordi- 


nance, and there wooes them; and makes 


Loveto.them-: now he ſends his Miniſters, 


and by them wooes them, and makes Love 


tothem.; anon he fends his Spirit, and by 


him wooes.them, and makes Love to them: 


thus he is every way; and upon all occafi- 


| ons. wdoing them, and in his wooing of. 


them. | : 


How earneſtly does he call, and invite 


them to-himſelf; 'tis not a cold offer or a 


flight motion onely, that he makes $0 _ 
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but he- moves, and offers, calls, and in- 
vites with all earneſtneſſe and importunity - 
Hoe, every one,that thirSFeth, come ye to the 
VV aters, come ye, yea, come, Iſa. 55. 1.and 
apaingthe Spirit and the Bride ſay,come ;, and 
let him. that is a thirſt, come, Revel. 22. 
a | 
How vigorouſly- does he plead and ex- 
poſtulate the buſinefle ' with them? Chriſt 
does not onely call, and-invite; but he alſo: 
pleades, and expoſtulates with ſinners in 
the caſe; and that in the moſt winning way, 
and with the 'moſt weighty arguments. 
that poſſibly may be: Hoe, every one that © 
thirſteth, come unto the waters, wherefore do- 
you ſpend'your Money for that which us not 
bread, And your labour for that which ſatiſ- 


fieth not Lincline your ear,and come unto me; 


" Nf hear, and your fouls fhall live, and I will 


make with you an everlaſting: Covenant,even 
the ſure mercies of David, Iſa, 5.3.3. And 

againygrurn ye,turn ye,why will ye die,O houſe 
of Iſrael; Ezek. 33.11. Ihaveno- pleaſure 
n-your damnation ; but had: rather, - that 
you would come unto:mezand live: why will 


| youdye? is not life better than death? 1s not 
K Heaven: better than Hell? is. not my love 


better thana Luſt * are-notthe Pleaſures of 


wy Preſence,” and at my right hand,which are 


vr evermore,better than t 


—_— - 


e pleaſures of ſin, 
"a which 
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which are but for 4 ſeaſon, aſhort ſeaſon ? 


why will you dye ? is there no.balm in;Gulead, 


s there no Phyſitian there ? am nat lableta 
fave you to the uttermolt ? and are not my 
Arms wide open to receive you ? have. not 
I dyed for that very end, that you might 
live? look, here's my Blood, here are my 
V Vounds; behold me inthe Garden,and ſee 
me bleeding there for. you : beho'd me up- 


on the Croſs, and ſee mee bleeding, - yea, 
' bleeding to death therefor you; and then 


ſee, if you can find in your hearts to refuſe 


me any longer? In ſhort, would, you not. 
foſe all your coſt and all your labour? 


would youenjoy good, the belt good, the 


moſt ſatis{ying good ? have you any. mind to. 
life, and would you have your ſouls live for. 
ever ?: have you any.mind to my Covenan!,, 
and all the riches and treaſures of that ? then 


accept of me and my love,in whom youſhall 
have all. _ s 


How ſweetly doth he melt, ' and how 
tenderly do. his Bowels yearn towards 


them, and over. them ? he'comes to them 
not onely with 1nvitatiqns in. his Lips, . but 


alſo with tears inhis eyes, and tender com-! 
paſſions in his heart, ſtrongly workingto- 


wards them : now he weeps, and then. he 
groans ; now he drops a ſigh, and then a 


tear; and all ta melt their hard. and unbe- 
; heving 
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lieving hearts, - to draw, and allure them 
to himſelf. -O Feruſalem, Feruſalem. ( ſayes 
he) how often would 1 have gathered thee ? 
Math. 23. 37. the-repergtion of the name. 
ſhews the depth of his love and commiſeration- 
rowards them-: And indeed, methinks I ſee 

I bow the tender heart of my dear Lord melts, 

and even bleeds over this unbelieving City, 

and in them all unbelieving ſinners to-whom. ' 
he offers himſelf : he is me!ted into tears to- 

wards them: ſo you have it, Lake 19 41, 

42.in Mat; he groans only, but in Luke he 

both weeps and groans : lo then !- here is 
ſweet Jeſus weeping and groaning -. here's 
the joy of the whole 'Earth weeping. and 

c Bl groaning ; and\that over Fernſalem,a bloody 

, City, a City embroiled in the blood of his 

Saints, ' and a City thirſty of his own blood, 

a City full 'of wickedneſſe, full of the con- 

tempt of his Goſpel, his Grace,his Salvatt- 

on, © © EHoed! 

: How freely and openly does he reveal 

and offer himſelfto them ?. The offer Chriſt 

makes is not a Limited offer 3; but general 
and extenſive to all; nor is it an offer made 
upon hard and ſevere terms; but upon terms 
of Grace & Love, Look unto me, audibe ſaved 
all ye ends of the Earth,Ia. 4.5.22. Ho,every 
one that thirſteth;come ye to the VV/ater,ana 
be that hath no money ;, come ye,buy, and eat, 


: | yea, 
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' yeazcome buy Wine,and Milk without money, 
and without price,lſa.55. 1.Come unto me all | 
ye that are weary and heavy laden, and 1 will 
give you reſt; Mat, 11.28, Whoever # a. 
thirſt, let him come unto me, and drink, Joh, 
7.37. Behold I ſtand at the door,and knock, 
if any Man will hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will comtin, Rev.3.20. And again, 
 FPVlVhoever will;let him come, and take of the 
E VV ater of Life freely, Rev. 22.17, Mark, 
all, every one, whoever will, though ne- 
ver ſo vile and ſinful, never fo-black and 
deforn'd, though he hag been never ſo deſ- 
perate an Enemy to me and my glory : Sure- 
ly, were not. his heart:much in the buſineſs, 


— 


upe 
the! 
pra, 
zut 
you 
mo! 
t 
the} 


wel 


he would not thus freely,and unlimitcdly of. 


| fer himſclf. | 
How affeGiionately does he beſcech, and 
| intreatthem * The tender trembling Child 
| _ 'cannot more affeCtionately intreat and be« 
| ſeech his offended Father to ſpare him, and 
| be reconciled unto-him, than Chriſt, de 
3 treat and befeech. offending Sinners tobe 
| Eſpouſed to him, and be made happy by 
him for ever : Naw then,we are Embaſſadors. 
for Chrift ( ſayes the Apoſtle) as thought 
| God did beſerch you by us, we pray you: in 
Cbriſi*s ſtead,be ye reconciled to God: 2, Cor 
| $. 20, Pray mark, here ispraying,and be- 


j ſeeching ; the Lord of Glory, as it were, of 
Eds - _upon! 


' © the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt. 139 
upon his knees to. poor Sinners, begging 

" Mthem to acceptof him, and his Love :'YYVe 
Way youtn Chrift*s ſtead: b, e. *tisnot we, 

- Ebut Chriſt by us, that prays, and beſeeches 

Fyou : O, what condeſcenſion-is this ! once 
more, | 

BE How ſweetly does he draw and allure 
them ? draw me (ayes the Spouſe )) and 
we will run after thee, Cant. 1.4. Andin- 
deed he does draw and allure Souls, and 

* Mthat with admirable ſweetneſle: 1 drew them 

"with Cords of Love, with the bands of 4a 

"mar (ſayes he) Hof. 11.4. Now he ſets 

"his Beauty, Riches, and Glory before them, 

Ktkereby to.draw and allure them; anon he 

' drops a little Myrrhe upon the handle of 
the Lock ; he gives them ſome little taſte 

Wand feeling of his Grace and Love, there- 

by to draw and-allure them : Now he 
ſweetly infinuates his Love to them ; he 

tells them, how much his: heart is upon 

Ythem, what great things he has done and 

Yſuffered for them, -and how that he has-no 

deſign upon them, but to make them hap- 

'Y py for ever : anon helets them ſee how in- 

Y finitely happy a Marriage-Union and Com- 

E munion with him -would make. them; he 

Y {cts in ſome ſmall glimpſes of Heaven and 

& Glory upon them ; he opens the Treaſures. 

of his Covenant and Kingdome to _ 


of 
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And all this to draw and allure them to 
himſelf; and over, and above all this, he 
ever and anon comes, and as it were, takes 
the Soul aſide, and by the' ſtill yoice of 
_ his Spirit, -makes love to him : Come ,Poor 
Soul(ſayes he)look upon thy bleeding,dying 
Saviour; come, ſee, what I have done, 
and ſee what I have prepared for thee, ſee 
what Treaſures of Life, and Love, of 
Grace, and Glory there are in me : look, 
here is my Love, taſte and ſee, if it be not 
better than wine : here is my Boſome,make 


thy Bed in it, and ſee if it be: not a warm 


' Boſome : Come, Soul, though thou haſt 
no Love for me yet I have Lovefor thee, 
and would fain have thee happy Tor ever: 
why therefore ſhould'ſt thou ad at ſiich'a 
diſtance from me ? Thus he ſweetly wooes 
and ſollicits them for their Love and ac- 
ceptance of him : Now, ' Soul, - does he 
thus woo thee ?: And wilt thou refuſe him? 
If fo, 'know, - that the- time of Love will 


not alwayes laſt : yea, and the time will 


come, when, though thou calleſt,and cryeſt, 


yet he will not hear : let methereſore ſay to. 


thee, as Paul to his Corinthians: Receive 
not the Grace of Godin vain ; for bebold,now 


# the 4cerpren time, now 1s the aay of $ aluk 
10 1, 


3. Such tis the heart of ChriR, and fo 
£4 {ct | 
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ſet upon.an Eſpouſal, with Sinners, that he 
not only thus wooes them, but alſo waits 
long upon- them, often renews. the offers 
of his Love to them, and puts -up- many 
horrid. affronts. and provocations at their 
hands, if at laſt he may prevail with them. 
Suppoſe a Man ſhould not only make Love 
toa Perſon,. but he ſhould alſo wait long 
upon-her in the tenders. of his Love, and 
that though.he. met with many. affronts 
and unkindneſſes from her ; . this you 
would ſay, would argue his heart to be 
much ſet upon her': and is it not thus with 
Chriſt towards - poor Sinners. ? -.O how 
long does he wait' upon them? how often 
does he renew the offers of. his Love to 
them ? And what affronts, indignities, and 
, | unkindneſſes. does he bear with: at their 
. | hands?  Behold,l ſtand at the door and kneck, 
. | (fayes he) Rev.. 3. 10. ſtanding, is a 


, | waiting poſture : Chriſt does not give a 
» | call or a knock at the door of the {inners 
| | heart, andaway; no, he ſtands knocking: 
| | he gives call after call, . and knock after 
| | knock, being ever ready to enter,, if thie 
-= Soul will at all open-tohim : ſo again,,, all 
e | the day long have I ſtretched ont 'my.hands to 
» | 4 45ſobedient and gain-ſaying People;'a people. 
that provcketh me to anger cantinually to my 
face, Iſa, 65.2, 3, Rom. 10. 21. all the 
1; |  * day 
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week after week, and moneth after moneth, 
and year after year upon Sinners : yea, 
and many affronts and indignities does he 
putup, and paſs by fromthem ! all che day 
long have I ſtretched forth my hands, opened 
the Arms and Boſome of my Love, and 
that-:0 a gain-ſaying and rebellious Peoplean 
Oppoſing, Refuſing, Reſiſting People, a 
people that provoked me to my face continually 
every day ; a People that are daily loading 
me with their ſins and provocations; a 
People that will notlet me go one day with- 
out affronting me, and that to my face; a 
People that are every day daring me to 
damn them : O what patience 1s this? 
So, Mat. 23,37. O Feruſalem, Feru- 
ſalem, how often would I have gathered 
thee, and thou wouldeſ# not ? How often? 
not orice, or twice, or ten times; but 
very often - it notes, that he waited long 
upon them, and ſtrove long with them, 
and that after many and often repeated af- 
fronts and refuſals on their part, he till 


KFnder'd himſelf and his love to them; and 


thus' he deals: by Sinners ſtill, - he tenders 


himſelf and his Love to them, but they * 


will have none of him ; he renews 
his offers, and they renew their refuſals: 
they ſpurn at his Love, yet he makes os 


diy lrg Chriſt waits day after day, and 
aiter 


ED. 
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ſtill: he tells them, what great prepara- 
tions he has made, and how all things are 
ready, and how welcome they -ſhall be to 
the Marriage-Feaſt ; but they make light of 
all, preferring a Worldly intereſt before 
him and it, AZat. 22. beginning, Well, 
however he leaves them not, but ſends a- 
gain, and calls again, notwithſtanding all; 
They do in.effe& tell him, they deſire nei- 
ther him nor his Grace, that they had rather 
enjoy their Luſts, than his Love : they abuſe 
his Grace, they deſpiſe his corrections, 
they ſlight his calls, they reſiſt his Spirit: O 
what aftronts are theſe ! And after all this, it 
may be,he renews his ſuit, laying himſelfand 
his Love ak their feet, if yet he may win 
them tohim : Oh,how much muſt his heart 
be upon an Eſpouſal with them ! Soul, let 
itmelt thee into Love to him - Oh, who 
would withſtand ſuch a Lord, ſuch a Lover! 
What? woo, and wait ſolong too, putup 
ſuch, and ſo many affronts, and fill make 
Love? Was ever Love like this,and patience 

like this ? 78] . 
4. Suchis the heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet 
upon an Eſpouſal with ſinners; asthat he has 
laid himfelf under Bonds to receive them, 
and accept of them, in caſe they are. willing 
to be Eſpouſed to him; and what greater 
Diſcovery of his heart than this. ? Should a 
« young 
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young man lay himſelf under Bonds to Mar-. 
ry ſuch or ſuch a Woman, though as yet 
ſhe hated him, and were utterly averſe from 


him;\ you would ſurely conclude, that: his. 
heart was much ſet upona Match with her; | 


and truly this. is no more than Chriit the 
Lord of Glory hath done : / he: is become 
bound to Marry poor Sinners to himſelf yea, 
though ar preſent they hate him, 'and are al- 
together averſe fromhim,; yet in caſe they 


ſhill at laſt be willing to cloſe with him, - he. 
1s become bound to receive them : he is be- 


come bound both to the Father, and to them. 
I. He is bound to the Father to receive 
Sinners and Eſponſe them to himſelf, in caſe 


they come ro him, ſo much'is, held forth 


in Jo: 6.27. Labour not forthe meat that pe- 
riheth,but for that which endures unto ever- 
laſting ife,which theSon of man ſhall mark] 


ſhall give unto you ; for him hath God the Fas 


ther Sealed: That is, Godthe Father hath or- 


dained and appointed Chriſt, he has laid a_ 
Law upon him to give Eternal Life; and 


therefore himſelf, ro Sinners, coming to 


him; and: we may therefore reſt aſſured. 
that,he will do it : yea, Chriſt looks upon 


himſelf as under a Law from the Father to 


in my heart ;, Pſal, 40.8, thy Law ; .what 


Law? why, the Law of his Mediatorſhip,. 


whic 
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doit, and therefore Says, «by Law i with- 


ded his Seal, and _— ſuch a Scal as ren- 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt. 145 
which commands him as to dye for Sinners, 


ſo to accept of Sinners when they 'come 
unto him, and ſurely he that ſo freely ful- 


J filled it in the one, will not be diſobedient 


to it in the other : in a word, in that Cove- 
nant ( by Divines called the Covenant of 
Redemption ) which palt between the Fa- 
ther and Jeſus Chriit from Eternity con- 
cerning the Salvation of Sinners, Chriit be- 
came bound to the Father to receive all 
that ſhould come to him, and he will be 
faithful. 

2, He is bound to Sinners themſelves in 
the caſe : He has indeed given them his 
Bond, he has given them his promiſe, which 
is his Bond, and a ſtrong one. too, an in- 
vincible Obligation, and the Soul may look 
on it as ſuch : but where 1s his promiſe ? 
truly the whole Goſpel is but as it were one 
general promiſe made by him to this pur- 
poſe : but take one for all the reſt, Joh.6. 
26. All that the Father giveth me ſhall come 
unto me, and himthut cometh unto me, I will 
in nowiſecaſtout; 1. e. 1 will moſt afſuredly 
receive him, and beſtow my ſelf and eter- 
nal life upon him ; and how often has he 


Y renewed this Bond of his! yea, and that it 


might be Firm and Valid to our Faith, 
as well as in it ſelf, he hath hereunto ad- 


ders 
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ders it altogether unqueſtionable 3 for 
'tis the Seal of his own Blood : Hence 
the Goſpel is called the New Teſtament in 
his Blood, that is, Seal'd and ratified sn by 
Blood, Luke 22.20, And his Blood is cal. 
ed the Blood of the Covenant; becavſe the 
Covenant and Promiſes thereof are Seal: 
ed with that Blood, Heb. 9. Larrer end, 
Yea, more yet, if his promiſe and his Seal 
be not enough, they ſhai! have more, 
for to both theſe he has added his Oath 
for their further ſecurity in the caſe; 
Verily, verily ( ſays he) he that believeth. 
on we, bath everlaſting life: and ſhall no 
come into condemnation; and again, verzly, 
verily, the hour cometh, and now #5, when the 
Dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear ſhall live, Joh. 5.24, 25. 
As I live, was the formof God's Oath in the 
old Teſtament,and he there Swears he hath no 
pleaſure inthe death of Sinners,but had rather 
they would turn and live, Ezek. 33.11. and 
vers y, verily, is the form of Chrilts Oath in 
the New Teſtament, and he there. (you ſee) 
Swears that Souls ſhall live coming to him. 0 
happy we (as one of the Ancients crys out ) 
for whoſe ſakes God doth Swear, but O un- 
believing we, if we do not believe him 
Swearing, Thus Chriſt hath given us 
his Bond, his promiſe, and that m_ 
+ &r with 
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with his Blood, and to all added his 
Oath for the further Genes. ga of 
our Faith ; and what can we delire more ? 
If you have a mans promiſe to you for 
the performance of this or that, you 
think you are well : you judging him 
to- be both able and Faithful : but if you 
have his Seal added to his Promiſe, then 
you look upon your ſelves ſecure of the 
buſineſs indeed : but if to both theſe you 
have his Oath added, then you look on 
the buſineſs paſt all doubt, and. you dare 
not queſtion it : why lo ! Chriſt has given 
poor Sinners all this to afſure them 
that he will. embrace and accept them 
coming to him; and Oh how firm may 
their Faith ſtand upon all this? and 
what horrid wickedneſs muſt it be fo 
much as once to queſtion it ? True, neither 
his Seal nor his Oath adds any thing to 
the truth and certainty of the promiſe in 
it ſelf; but to our ſenſe and apprehenſion 
it does; and meerly out of indulgence 
to us and our weakneſs is the one and 
the other added , ſo the Apoſtle tells us;' 
Heb. 6. 17, 18, God willing more abun- 
dantly to ſhew unto the Heirs of Pro- 
miſe the tmmmability of his Councel, cons 


. firmed it by an Oath, that by two im- 


mutable things wherein it was impoſſible for 
= i; _ 
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Goa to lye, we might have ſtrong conſolation 
who bave fled fur re Juge to lay bold on the hope 


ſer before us, Mark, twasnot to confirm, or 


add any thing to the truth und certainty 
of God's Counſel or Covenant, that his 
Oath was addcd; but 'twas to confirm, 
and encourage our Faith : Thus you ſee 
Chriſt 15 uncer Bonds to receive and ac- 
ccpt of inners, tf they come to him , and 
are willing oi an Eſpouſal with him : and 
how much does this argue his heart to be 


in the bulineſs ? O let none ever ſay, will 


Chriſt accept and receive me coming to 
him ? for indeed Bonds bind him. ſo to 
do: The truth is; were he under no 
bonds we need not queſtion it ; for his bow- 
*els would conſtrain him, Und had he no 
'Bowels,, we need not to doubt it; for 
Bonds would bind him to it, Chriſt mult 


deny his Word, Promiſe, Seal, Oath and 


if he refuſe any Soul that indeed 


| mt to him, and deſires to cloſe in a Mar- 
riage-Covenant with him: Oh, what en: 
couragement 15 this? 


- <uch is the Heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet 
"upon. an 'Efpouſal with: finners ; as that 
"he" his given them ' a" fall and yn; ;ueſti- 
'onable ee that nothing (what ever) 


* ſhall ſtand between him and them, nor 
"prejudice their deceprance with' him, in 
calc 
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caſe they be willing to be Eſpouſed unto 
him - Should a Man not onely make love 
to a Perſon, wait long upon her in the 
tenders thereof, and the like, but alſo give a 
full aſſurance that nothing ſhall ſtand be- 
tween him and her to hinder the Match , 
in caſe ſhe be willing to Accept of him; 
this would Argue his Heart to be much 
upon her indeed : Now, this alſo Chriſt 
hath done. He hath given ſinners a full 
and firm aſſurance that nothing ſhall pre- 
judice their acceptance with him, nor hm- 
der the Match between him and their ſouls, 
in caſe they be willing of it : and 1s not 
his heart then much upon the buſineſs ? 
This is no other than what he himſelf de- 


| fs 
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clares, Fohn 6. 37. Andcertainly he doth 


not delude fouls with vain words. Him 
that cometh unto me, (Sayshe) 1.e. He 


that believeth on me, he that 1s willing: 
to be mine, him ] will in nowiſecaſt out : 


In no wiſe, or by no means, upon no ac- 


counts whatſoever : Nothing ſhall obſtruct 


his acceptance with me; but I will receive 
him with a Notwithſtanding ; notwith- 
ſtanding all his Vileneſs, all his unworthi- 
neſs, all his unkindneſs, all hi; unnſuitable- 


neſs; Notwithſtanding all that either 


Men, or Devils, Law, or. Conſcience can 
charge upon him; yea, or that-unbelief 
H 3. its 


- 
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its ſelf can pretend or alleadpe ; be it what 
it will, notwithſtanding all Ple receive 
him into the Boſome of my love. Chritlts 


' Language to poor finners in this promiſe 


of 113, ani many more of like import is 
ſuch as this : Cornhe, poor Souls, be not 
afraid of me, what-ever your Condition 
be, and how ever things ftand, and are 


Kated with you, yet if-you have a mind to 


me, and an Eſpo.fal with me, affure your 
ſclves, that nothing ſhall obſtruct your ac- 
cep:ance with me, no:hing ſhall ſhut up 
my Boſom againſt you; but 7 will berroth 
%ou to my ſelf for ever. Oh, what encourage- 
ment is here ? Come to Chriſt, and cloſe 


” with Chritin a Marriage-Covenant, who 


would not do that, may ſome ſay ? but alas, 
there are a thouſand things that will hinder 
the Match, and ſtand between him and me, 
fhould I go to him : poor ſoul, this 1s 
apparently the plea and Language of 
Unbelief, and let it be filenced for ever, 
Chriſt having ( as thou ſceſt ) fully aſſured 
us of the contrary : But beſides, what is it 
that thou feare{t, ( or that any ſoul can fear) 
will tand between Chri't and thee, to hin- 


deran Eſpouſal with him? Bring forth thy 


ſtrong pleas, and ſee if they will bear any 
weight in the Sanctuary-ballance 

1. Is it outward meanneſs and baſeneſs? 

| poſlibly 


_— 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt. 151 
poſſibly thou art low and mean, and baſe | 
in the VVorld ; thou art a poor, forlorn, 
deſpicable Creature ; and this thou think= 
eſt will ſtand between Chriſt and thee ; 
ſurely ( ſayeſt thou Chriſt will never 
take ſuch a Contemptible Worm as I am, 
in'o ſuch a Relation with himſelf : But ſin- 
ner, this ſhall not hinder in the leaſt ; for 
Chriſt is no Reſpecter of Perfons; AHigh, 
and Low, Rich and Poor, Bond and Free,are 
all one in Chriſt,and to Chriſt,Gal.3.28.Yea, 
does not the Word tell us, that he chooſes 
the Poor of this Werld, Heirs of the 
Kingdom, and richin Paith? Fames 2.5, 
And again, ye ſee your Calling , Brethren 
( Says the Apoſtle) how that not many wije 
wen after the fleſh,not many mighty,not many 
Noble are called, but God chooſes Fooliſh,and 
weak, and baſe ones, 1Cor, 1.26, 27, 28. 
As greatneſs is no furtherance, ſo mean- 
neſs and baſeneſs is no hinderance in this 
caſe : Men indeed mind Honour and 
oreatneſs, they will have ſuch as are fu- 
table to themſelves : But 'tis otherwiſe 
with Chriit : Poor ſinner, though thou 
beeſt never ſo low, and mean, and baſe 1n 
the VVorld; thougn thou ſhouldit be 
cloathed with Rags; yet it thou hait-a 
mind to Chrijt, he will accept thee, and 
Marry thee to himſelf ; yea, and thy ſon! 

H 4. , will 
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will beas dear to him, and as precious m 
his figiit, as the Soul of the greateſt Prince 
or Monarch inthe World. 

2. Is it inward Blackneſs and deformi- 
ty? Perhaps, Sinner, if thou art not 
ou: wardiy mean and baſe; yet thou ſeeit 
thy ſelf inwardly Black and deformed; 
thou lycit in thy Blood and gore, wallow- 


ing in thy Sin and Filth; neither is there 


any Worth, any Beauty i in thee for which 
Chriit ſhould defire thee; and therefore 
fayeit thon, ſurely Chriſt will have no- 
thing to do with me, nor ſo much as caſt an 
eye or look of love upon me ; but, Soul, 
t:15 ſhall not ſtand between Chriſt and 
thee neither; but if thou haſt a mind to 
him, he will Marry thee to himſelf not- 
withitandins : For indeed Chriit Marries 
not any for Their Beauty ; but thoſe whom 
he Marries, he Marries to make them 
Beautiful : He Marries them not for any 
worth of theirs; but to put a worth upon 
them, and indeed there are none that he E(- 
pouſes to himſelf, but he finds them Black 
and Defurmed, in their Blood and Gore, 
as well as thee; and fo they are, till he 


* puts his Beauty upon them ; how ſweet ts 


that word; Exzek. 16. 6, 7,8. When I paſ- 
ſe dby thee,and ſaw thee polluted in thy b.ood, 


LC. in thy ſinand filth, 1 ſaid unto thee, 
| live, 


* 
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live; T ſaid unto thee, when thou waſt in thy 
Blood, live, yea, when they waſtin thy blood, 
lve; Mark, three times he men.10ns it, z72- 
thy Blood, in thy B'ood, tn thy Fliod; To. 
note the depth of that deli'ement w2 zre 
all under ; well, and what then ? will Chritt 
have any thing to do with ſuc? Yes, he- 
makes love to.them: Behoid thy rime was the 
tie of love, he Marries them to. himſelf: 
in an Everlaſting Covenant , 7 ſpread my 
Seirt over thee (ſays he) and covered thy 
nakedneſs; yea, 1 ſwear unto rhee,and entred 
into Covenant with thee, and thou becameſt 
mine : Yea, not only ſo, but he puts a Beau - 
ty,yea, his own Beauty and comelineſs upon, 
them, T hou art come to Excellent Ornaments, 
and art comely through my comelineſs which 1 
have put upon thee, 45 Verſe 14, O ſoul, be: 
not diſcouraged, Chriſt will turn tl:y black- 
neſs into Beauty, and not caſt thee off be- 
cauſe of it. 

3. Is it the greatneſs and Hainouineſs. 
of thy ſin and guilt? O my fins, my fins. 
( ſays the poor Soul ) they are exceeding: 
many, and exceeding preat ; they are many 
and great in-themſelves, and they are- 
cloathed with many and great aggravati- 
ons: Few in the World ever finned at that: 
rate that I have done; therefore I fear,that - 
Chriſt will never.own me ſo, as to take- 
H 5; me-: 
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me into ſuch a Relation with himſelf. * 
VVell, be it ſo; yct know, that this ſhall 
ri ttand between Chriſt and thee, if 
.00 2r1t willing to be Eſpouſed to him: 

15 promiſed to. pardon great ſins, and 

ko 9 -cept notwithſtanding great ſins, in. 
catc tic ſoul be but willing : Cvme now (ſays 
he) and let us Reaſon together, though your 


fas 4,0 as Scarlet, they ſhall be white as 


Snow , theugh they are red "Y Crimſon , 
they ſnal be as Wool, Iſa, 1.18. Thouth 


Jour Sins are as Scarlet, and as Crimſon, 


i, e, Though they are great, foul, 

enormous Sins; Sins of a hainous and 
crying Nature, and Cloathed with the 
preateſt agoravations., oy they ſhall be- 
White 4s Snow and Woodl: 1,e. They ſhall 
be fully done away and pardoned; ſo fully 
done away and pardoned, as It they had. 
never been : So-again, 1/a. 4.3.24-,25. inthe 
24 v, He ſpeaks to fome, who had made 
kim to ſerve with their Sins,and wearied him 
with their in:quities : Theſe ſurely were 
oreat Sinners, and tneir £ins of a hainous 
crying Nature, and yet at the 25 v, what 
a fuil promiſe of pardon does he make to 
them? 17, even /, ambethatb-otteth ont thy 
f ranſy refſions for mire own ſake,and will not 


rememver thy ſins, Poor Soul, what ſhall L 


fa; 5 Hal ihou abundantly ſinned ? Haſk 
thou 


* * 
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thou multiplied fins? He has promiſed 4- 
bundantly to pardon, and to mitltiply pardons, 
Ifa. 55.7. Art thou guilty of all manner of 
ſins, and to thy other ſins haſt thou added 
Blaſphemy ? He has promiſed, that all mans 
ner of ſin and Blaſphemy ſhall be fororven,ex- 
cepr that againſt the holy Ghoſt, ( which thy 
complaining of the greatnefs of thy ſins ar- 
Sues thou art not guilty of ) Jr. 12.31. 
O Soul, be not diſcouraged becauſe of the 
oreatneſs of thy ſins:Chriit marries ſouls not 
becauſe they aremot ſinners, great linners ; 
but he Marries them to take away their 
fins, and to diſcharge them from them for 
ever: And the greater thy ſins are, the 
greater will be the Glory of Chriit's grace 
( which is what he Aimsat) in receiving 
of thee into ſo near and Glorious a Relati- 
on with himſelf as this 15: Beſides, what 
wilt thou do with thy great fins, unleſs thou 
ooeſt with them to Chriſt ? Great fins ar- 
Nvea great need of Chriſt, and call for great 
haſtening unto Chriſt. 

4. Is it any former Neglectsor Refuſals 
of thine ?- Poſſibly not onely are thy fins 
many and great, but there is this added to: 
all the reſt, long and frequent Refuſals of: 
Chriſt and his Love : He has often called, 


| but thou haſt given him no Anſwer , he has: 


lonz woo'd thee, but thou haſt not com-- 
| pile 
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plied with him - O the many ſweet calls 
Gractorts offers, loving tenders, which he | ;r 
tas made to thee, and thou haſt Deſpiſed! | rc 


And this makes thee fear, that he will now 4 


bave nothing to do with thee And truly IT 
Soul, this is ſad, very fad, hereby Chriſt I L 
has lot much Glory, which thou mighteſt fc 
have brovgiht him; hereby thou hait loſt I n 
much ſwcet Communion which thou might- |} t| 
{t have enjoyed; hereby Chriſt's heart has. I v 
keen much frieved, which might have been |} b 
preventcd; and hercby the work is made: |f f 
much more difficult, than at firſt it was, | { 
thy heart being grown more hard, and. | a 
Corrupiions more itrons: Thus 'tis every \ 
way very fad, that thou haſt thus neglect- |} 1 
ed and refuſed Chriſt, but yet neither ſhall - I | 
this ſtand between him and thee, in caſe ( 
7N0U art wilins to be Eſpouſed to him : For 
this. ſee Prov. 1. 20, 21,22, 23. Wiſdom 
Cryeth without, (he uttereth her voice in the | 
Streets, ſuc cryethin tne chief place of con- 
courſe, in ths openings of the gates, in the | 
City joe nttereth her words ſaying: How. long. 
ye formpl: ones will ye love ſimplicity? And the 
Scornaers delight intheir Scorning, and Fools 
nate Knowecre? Turn you at my-reproof 
Henoia, [ will pour out my Spirit. unto Youy 
i will make tnown my words unto you, Pray 
abſerve, Chriit hag offercd* himſelf, and- 
his: 
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his love to them, but they had refuſed him. 
and jt, yea, they had refuſed long, and 
refuſed with much contempt : How long 
ye Simple ones will ye love Semplicity? &c., 
They ſcorn'd the offers of Chriſt and his. 
Love, and yet here he renewes thoſe of- 
fers to them, wherein he tells them, that 
none of all their refuſals ſhould prejudice 
their acceptance with him, in caſe they are 
willing to be his : Turn ye at my reproof, 
behold I will pour out my Spirit, &c. And. 
foul, do not: the moſt refuſe longs ; and 
ſtand it out long againſt the offers of Chriſt 
and his grace, ere they cloſe with him, 
who yet are received and embraced by him? 
Be not. therefore diſcouraged, poor ſoul, 
becauſe of thy former negles and refuſals. 
of Chriſt, but throw thy ſelf into the Arms. 
of his Love, which thou wilt certainly find 
wide open to receive, and Embrace 
thee. 

5. Is it any revolting or Back ſliding of 
thine from him : Poſlibly thou haſt ſome- 
times been on thy way towards Chriſt, 
thou haſt had ſome workings, ſome good 
Reſolutions and sffections within, thee for 
him,Ay, and thou haſt made ſome profeſſion. 
of him, thou haſt ſometimes been even: 
upon: the turning point, the point of cloſe- 
ins with Chriſt,, and the Match has been: 


near; 
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near made up between him and thee : An, 
yet after all this, thou haſt revolted. and 
Back-ſliden f:om him, Playing rhe HarlotY as 
w:th many lovers, which makes thee fear, W 
that he will now reject thee, ſhouldeſt i yy: 
thou go to him : And the truth is, this I gc 
alſo is very ſad : For hereby Chritt has I fe 
been eminently Diſhonoured, and thy Sobl th 
has been eminently endangered : But yet be Þ ſe 
not diſcouraged ; for this ſhall not ſtand I th 
between Chriſt and thee, if yet thou art I a 
but willing to be Eſpouſed to him - Chriſt I v 
offers himſelf and. his grace to fuch, as || 1j 
theſe; he promiſes to heal Back-ſlidings, N y 
Fer. 3. I. Though thou haſt played the Harlot hh 
with many lovers ; yet return unto me, ſaith || þ 
the Lord,and v.12. Return thou Backſliding Þſ a 
Iſrael, and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall | « 
upon you : For I am merciful, ſo Hoſ.2. 19. .. 
I willbetroth thee unto me for ever,yea,I will | 
betroth thee unto me : Thee, who? W hy asre- || * 
volting and Backſliding a People, as ever 


were inthe World; ſo you will find in the | : 


beginning of the Chap. There is hope 
then ( you ſee) for revolters and” Back- 
ſliders; therefore be not diſcouraged, but 
Soto him, and he will not caſt thee out: 
Well Soul, Here's encouragement enough 
for thee notwithſtanding all thy Vileneſs, 
Untulncs, and Unworthineſs; and to add 

to, 
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tothy encouragement, yet, know.,Chriſt has. 
received multitudes that were'every way 
as, vile, ſinful, and unworthy as thou art : 
What doſt thou think of Manaſſerh, who. 
was a Sorcerer, and an. Idolater? What 
dolt thou think of Paul, who was a Per- 
ſecutor and a Blaſphemer ? What doſt 
thou think of 2fary Magdalen, who had: 
ſeven Devils in. her; What doſt thou 
think of Rahab,who was an Harlot? What. 
doſt thou think of multitudes of thoſe 
who Crucified Chrift; but afterwards be- 
lieyed ? Theſe were all great Sinners, and 
yct Chriſt received them into the Arms ob 
his Love : What doſt thou think of the 
black Liſt and Catalogue of Sinners. 
among the Corinthians, mentioned, 1 Cor, 
6.9. & 10, who were Drunkards, Thieves, 
Murderers, Adulterers, Idolaters, abuſers 
of themſelves with Mankind, and: the like ? 
What doſt thou think of them ? Trtw 3. 
3, who were Fooliſh, Diſobeaient, Living 
in Envy, Hateful, and bateing one another, 
ſerving divirs Luſts and pleaſures ? Surely 
theſe were as vile, as ſinful, as worthleſs 
as thou art, and had as much to ſtand be- 
tween Chriſt and them; and yet they 
found grace in Chriit's ſight, upon their - 
looking to him. Indeed there is never a 
Soul now in Heaven but was by Nature 
every 


Ld 
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every way a3 vile, ſinful, and unworthy: 


of Chriit, as thou : they lay under the 


fame pollution, they wallowed in the ſame 


Blood, they were filled with the ſame Spt- 
rit of oppolition againſt God and his wayes, 
that thou doit, an1 art; yea, and mul- 
titudes of them were as vile and finfull 
by practice alſo, as thou; they Acted out 
the ſin and enmity. of their Natures as 
highly againſt God and Chriit, as thou 
hait done; and yet theſe Chritt received, 


elſe they haJ not becn in Heaven, Ina 


word, Heaven ( as one obſerves) 1s an 


Houſe full of the Miracles of Chriſt's free 
Grace. : There's Idolatrous Janaſſeth 


among the true V Vorſhippers. of God: 


There's oppreſſing Zachews among the 


Spirits of Juſt Men made perfe@:: There's 
Blaſphemous Pax! amons the Hoſt of An- | 


gels, Lauding, Praifing, and finging Halelu- 
1445s to God and the Lamb ; and there is 
Mary Magdalen, that had ſeven Devils 


among the Saints. of the mot High, who. 
are filled even to. overflowing with the 


feven Spirits of God, O who then 
would be diſcouraged ? Yea, Sonl, all 


thy vileneſs, ſinfulneſs, and unworthineſs 


does, but as it were, qualifie thee for 
Chriſt and his free Grace : My ſinful wants 


and. unworthineſs. ( ſayes Ratherford ): 
| hays. 


_ 
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have qualified me for Chriſt and his grace : 
Caſt thy ſelf therefore fully upon him not- 
withſtanding all, not doubting thine accep- 
tance with him. 

6. Such is the heart of Chriſt, and ſo 
ſet upon an Eſpouſal with finners, as that, 
he delights and rejoyces in nothing more 
hardly, than in the Nuptials between 
him and them; and oh, how ſhould this 
draw and allure us to him! Should you 
ſee a Young Man rejoycing in the ſenſe of 
an Eſpouſal between himſelf and ſuch, or 
ſuch an one whom he Loved, you might 
well conclude, that his heart was much 
upon her : andis it not thus here ? Chriſt 
rejoycesin the ſightand ſenſe of an Eſpouſal 
between himſelf and ſinners, and how much 
does this Argue his heart to be in the bufi- 
neſs ? This 1 will give you in three propo- 
tions. 

7. This is what he rejoyced and delight- 
ed himſelf in the thoughts of from all Eter- 
ity - thus much he himſelf tells us, Prov. 
8. 30, 37. Then, namely, from Ever- 
laſting, was I by him,as one brought up with 
bin: and T1 was dai'y his de'sght, rejoycing 
alwayes before him,rejojcing an the habitable 
parts of the Earth, and my delights were 
with the Sons of Men :; Theſe are Chriſt's 
words, and inthemhe tells you where he 
was. 
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' was, and what he had been doing from 


Eternity, he was with the Father, and re- 
joyced before him; but what did he re- 
joyce in? truly, next to his Father and 
himſelf, his rejoycing was in the habitable 
parts of the Earth, and his delights were 
with the Sons of Men : He delighted 
himſelf in the thoughts of ſaving poor 


ſinners, and Eſpouſing them unto him-. 


ſelf in order thereunto : Oh, how much 
does this Argue his heart to be in the buſi. 
neſs? 

2, As he thus delighted: and rejoyced 
in the thoughts of it beforc-hand ; - 
when at any time a poor Soul is Actually 
Eſpouſed to him, then he rejoyces afreſh, 
and is delighted afreſh : Hence the day of 
Eſpouſals is called the day' of the glad- 
neſs of his heart, Cant. 3. 11. the 
day of Eſpouſals between Chrift and a poor 
Sinner, is a day of gladneſs and rejoyce: 
ing to the Father, a day of pladneſs and 
rejoycing to the bleſfed Spirit, a day df 
Sladneſs an1 rejoycing to the- Holy An- 
gels, and Spirits of jult men made perfect! 
For there 1s joy in Heavenat this, Luk,15.7, 
But *tis eſpecially a day of gladneſs and re- 
joycing to Chrilt the Bridegovum, O to 
ſee poor Sinners come in and give up 
themſelves to hin in a Marriage-Cove- 

nag 
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nant ; this is the joy, the reſt, the ſatisfacti- 
on of his ſoul ; Hence 'tis ſaid, he ſhall ſee of 
TC- Wthe rravel of bis ſoulzand be ſatisfied, Iſa. 53. 
nd rr. *Tisa great grief and trouble to Chriſt, 
le Fthat which wounds his ver; ' Soul, when 
TC Fhaving wooed poor Sinners, and time af- 
ed ter time made Love to them, they not- 
ot Fwithitanding are Shie of him, and will 
mr not cloſe with them in a Marriage-Cove- 
Cl Fnant : Hence he complains, as he does 
ft Fob. 5.41. You will not come to me that you 
might have life. And Mat. 23.37. O Fe- 
ruſa.em, Ferufſalem, how often would I bave 
gathered thee, and thou wouldſt not! He 
ſpeaks complainingly, andas one grieved at 
heart at their neglects of him, yea this 
of was that which made him Weep as he did 
4M over Jeruſalem Zuke 19.41, 42. Behold 
«the joy of the whole Earth weeping ! And 
TE why ? Becauſe of their refuſals of him 
© and his Grace, and the woful Deſtructions 
that for theſe refuſals were coming upon 
oY them : Indeed this is what reflects great 
EF Diſhonour upon his name, poures great 
!F contempt upon his Grace, and is directly 
'-£ contrary to the whole deſign of his under- 
"© takings, as mediator, and ſo cannot but be 
0F grievous to him : So on the contrary, when 
'N fouls come freely in, and give up them- 


ſelves in a Marriage-Relation to him, this 
| lads 
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plads and rejoyces his heart; O how ſhould 
this draw ſouls to him ? Sinner, why may 
not this day be rnade the day of the gladneſs 
of Chrilts heart,by being a day of Eſpouſals. 


between him and thee ? He has ſeen many a 
day of grief of heart, and trouble of heart, 


becauſe ofthy ſtanding out againſt him, and 


refuſt1s the offers of his Love : Oh now let 
him ſec one day of joy of heart and gladneſs 
of heart by thy cloſing up with him inaMar- 
rtape- Covenant ! | 

3. As Chriit delights and rejoyces when 


fouls are Eſpouſed to him 3 ſo being Eſpou- 


ſed to him, he delights and rejoyces in this 
Eſpouſal for ever : Men Marry ſuch or ſuch 
and they rejoyce therein at preſent, but their 


joy does not laſt: *Tis otherwiſe with Chriſt, 


he did rejoyce in the thoughts of it from all 
Eternity, he does rejoyce in the being and 


' accompliſhment of it here in timezand he will 


rejoycein the conſummation of it in Heaven 
for ever; the truth is, his joy isnot com- 
var, till the Marriage becompleat;nor will 

isjoy ever end, till that end, which will ne- 
ver be (as inits place may be ſhewn.) Thus 
you ſee a little what Chrit's heart is, and 
how much ſet upon this Buſineſs ; as well as 
what manner.of Husband ke 1s, and what 
great things he does for all his Spouſes; and 


now after all what do you ſay ? Art thou 
-— Le for 


_— — 
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for Chriſt or no ? Shall the nuptiall go on be- 
tween him and your ſouls,or ſhall it not?Soul, 
what anſwer mult I give my Lord and Ma- 
ſter that ſent me to thee ? "Tis but a little 
while and he will call both thee and me to 
an account concerning theſe things, and I 
mult ſay, Lord, I woo'd that ſoul for thee ; 
Ib:ſ{ought him to beFEſpouſed unto thee; and 
ſo far asI was atle Idiſplayed thyBeauty,thy 
Riches,thy Glory k«fore him;I opened thine 
heart to him, ſhewed him thylove and thy 
willingneſs to be Eſpouſed to him, hoping 
that the cords of thy Love would draw him, 
and with my whole ſtrength entreated him 
togive up himſelf in a Marrtage- Covenant 
to thee - VVell, and what was the Ifſue? 
Lord thou knoweſt ;- But, foul, what anſwer 
muſt I return, MuſtT be put to ſay ? Lord, 
[laboured in vain, and ſpent my ſtrength.in 


E vain; for hemade light of all,and would have 


none cither of thee or thy Love'; O put me 
not to make this Difmal anſwer ; rather let 
me have caufe'tofay ; Behol:,1 and the Chil- 
dren which Ged hath oiven me, Behold this 
ſoul, and thatfoutand many ſouls were won 
over to thee, Amen, | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. | 

. | to 

Which Dire@s Souls,and ſhews them the 4 
way how to Attain unto this ſweet and , 
Bleſſed Eſpouſal with Feſws Chriſt. | , 
tu 


N Eſpoufal with Chriſt, what more 
ſweet? what more deſirable? And whoſſ 
that underſtands himſelf, would not covet 1 
it. before any thing this World affords? noff} », 
Husband like Chriſt, and no happineſs like , 
to an Eſpoufal to him, but the queſtion is, , 
how we may attain hereunto : Truly ſoul, f, 
the work is great, and tis the Divine SpirtÞ 4, 
alone that does and can tie the Marte b 
Knot between Chriſt and thee; but he works 
1nthis, as well asin other caſes,in and by the 
uſe of tmcans ; and there are ſeveral things 
highly incumbent uponthee,and which mul 
be attended by thee, as ever thou-wouldl 
attain to_an acquaintance with this Bleſſed 
Efpouſal. | f 
1, Would'{t thou be Eſpouſed to Chriſt ? 
Then labour to be deeply Senſible of thine 
utter eſtrangement from him by nature, s 
alſo of thy woful miſery by reaſon of that 
eſtrange- 
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eſtrangement, A deep ſenſe of ovr Eft- 
rangement from Chriſt, and of our miſery 


Jl by reaſon of that eſtrangement, is one good 


ſtep towards a conjugal- Union and relation 
to him; and without the one, we are never 
like to attain unto the other, Labour, there- 
fore for this. | 

1. Labour to be deeply ſenſible of your 
eſtrangement from Chriſt by nature : Na- 
turally we are all ſtrangers to Chriſt, ſtran- 
gers to all conjugal-Union & Communion 
with him : VVe know not what any ſuch 
thing means: As*twas with the Epheſians,ſo 
tis with us all by nature, they were and 
we are without ChriFt in the World, Eph.2. 
12, And not onely without him, but alſo 
far from him as it followes, v, 13. I may 
truly ſay to every natural man and woman 
in this, as Peter did to S:mor 1h another 
caſe, As 8.21. Theu haſt neither part nor 
Lot in this matter ; Thou knoweſt not what 
Univn and Communion with this ſweet 
Lord means : Yea, not onely are we by na- 
ture eftranged from Chriſt ; but more- 
over we are at Enmity with him, and fill'd 
with hatred and oppoſition againſt him z 
Wes. as thoſe mentioned, Luk. 19, 14. Do 
hate him, and would not have bim to reign 
over 4 ; Naturally we are at Enmity with 
Chriſt, and with every thing that is "ws 

| wit 
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with his' Perſon, with his Preſence, with 
his Spirit, with his Kingdome, with his 
Laws and Ordinances, with his Graces, 
with his Righteouſneſs, and the like - His 
perfon is too holy for us, his preſence, 
too pure; his Spirit too convincing, his King- 
dom too Spiritual, his Laws and Ordinan- 
ces too ſtrict, his Graces too bright, his 


Righteouſneſs too oppoſite to Self; and ſo 
we hate all, and are at Enmity with all : Yea, 


we are at Enmity with the very way of Life 
and Salvation by him * Toxching the Goſpel 
they are Enemiesſayes the Apoſtle. which is 
ſpoken of the Jews; but true of All 'by na- 


* ture, Rom, 11.28. VVewouldlive, but 


not by Chriſt : VVe would be Saved, but 
not by Chriſt : Thus naturally we are all e- 
ftranged from him ; and thus high-does our 
eftrangement riſe, which we mult be deep- 
ly ſenſible of, if ever we get Union and Com: 
munlotrin a conjugal way with him ; There: 
fore work thisa little upon your thoughts, 
till you find your heart begin to bleed and 
relent over it, | 'F..9 
2. Labour to be deeply ſenſible of your 


exceeding great miſery by reaſon of: this 


eſtrangment - As we are allnaturally with: 


out Chriſt; ſo our miſery herein is'exceed- 
ing great ; 59 much the Apofle holds forth, 


" 
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in the. place before quoted, . Epheſ. 2, 12+ 

is {Where he ſpeaks of our being without 

s, (C6ri54, 'as our miſery ; yea, as the ſpring 

-» Mand Foundation of all our miſery ; and 

therefore that is firſt mentioned : the Ephe- 

ians were, and we are ( as he there tc!!s 

us) without the Covenant,without hope,and 

without God tn the World, miſery cnough 

Efor any Soul-to lye under; and the inlet 

and Foundation of all is, their and our be- 

ing without Chriſt : As to have Chrilt (ſays 

a Learned Interpreter upon this place )) is 
the Foundation of ali good; ſo, to be 

without Chriſt is the beginning and founda- 

tion of all evil ; an inlet into all woe and mi- 

ſery, and-what leaves us in a moſt deplored 

ſtate fot ever: Take a taſte, and but a taſte 

of this your miſery, andthen work the ſenſe 

of it vpon your-own Souls. 

7. Being without Chriit, you are deſti- 
tute of all good” you are without Life, 
without Grace, without Peace, without 
14 fardon, without Comfort, without Righ- 
teouſneſs , without Heaven, without Sal- 
vation, without Hope, and without God (as 
you haveit in the ſame place )) Epheſ. 2.2. 
without the Favour of God, without the 
4. Preſence of God, without the Life of God, 
without the Image of God, without the 
Spirit of God, and being thus without 

| I God, 
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God, you are without all true good, and 
true happineſs : According to the Old an( 
true Maxim, Sine Summo bono nihil Bonun: 
Without the chief good there_is nothing 
£00d, 

2, Being without Chriſt, you are i 
Bondage to ſin and-Satan, which is the 
worſt Bondage in the World, Naturally 
all are the Slaves and Vaſlals of theſe crue 
Lords : Hence we are ſaid ro fulfill rhe De. 
vils luſts, Foh. $. 44. and as the luſts of thi 
Devil,ſo the wills and luſts of the fleſh, Eph.2, 
2.to be the ſervants of ſin,to ſerve divers luſt 
and pleaſures, and the like: And as Naty 
rally all are thus in Bondage to fin and tht 
Devil; fo there is no redemption from this 
Bondage but by Chriſt, and that in a wa) 
of Union with him: 1f the Son therefore ſhall 
make you free, ye ſhall be free indeed, faith 
he himſelf to the Jews, 0.8. 36. They were 
Glorying in their Priviledge, that the 
were Abrahams ſeed, and never were ut 
Bondage to any Man : True, fays Chrilt 


but ye are in a worſe Bondage than a_ Bon 


dage to man, in Bondage to Sin, in Bon- 
dage to your Luſts: For he that commitret| 
fr is the ſervant of ſin; and this Bondage 
none but the Son can free you from ; and 
therefore , untill freed by him , you re- 
main under it, O how ſore a —_— i 

Fn1S, 
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this, To be under the command of fin, to 
andlfl be at the beck of every baſe, unclean luſt, 
nll and to be carried Captive by the Devil at his 
ing will! This is ſuch a Bondage as that the 
Bondage of //rael under their Task maſters 
inf i" E2ypr, and the bondage of Twrkzſh ſlaves, 
thil who are kept at the Oar and Galley is 
ly freedom to it : as to ſerve Chriſt is the great- 
veſt clt liberty, ſo to ſerve fin is the cruelleft bon- 
Dell Cage. 
th 3. Being without Chriit, and Union 
28 with Chriit, you are rejected of God: 
fl Know ye nor (lays the Apoſtle ) that ex- 
tulſl cepr Chriſt be in you, ye are Reprobates - 
thill 2 Cor. 13.5. Know ye not ? As if he ſhould 
hl ſay, 'tis a moſt clear, - manifeſt, and evi- 
al dent truth, that unleſs you have Union 
all with Chriſt, you are Reprobates; #. e, you 
ith are unapproved of God, you are outof his 
rl Favour, both your Perſons and Services 
ell are rejected by him - To the ſame purpoſe 
nfl is that, Gal. 4.22, Where we read of 
it two Mothers, and two Sons : The two Mo- 
8 thers were Types of the two Covenants, the 
Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of 
Grace, as appears by v. 24. The two Sons 
are types of two ſorts of perſons living in the 
Church; one born after the Fleſh, the 
other by promiſe; one belonging to the 
firſt, the: other to the ſecond Covenant : 
EY © 3 Well, 
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Well, what's the condition of theſe ? Why, 
the one is in a ſtate of rejection, and the 
other oi acceptation - They that tclong to 
the ſecond Covenant are owned, and em- 
braced inthe Arms of Love ; 3 the other are 
caſt out (' as you may ſee 1n the ſequel of 
the Chapt: ) Befides, all our acceptation 
with God 1511 Chriſt, and through Chrilt, 
Ephef, 1. 6. Out of him therefore we are 


mn a fate of rejeQion: O, how ſad does 


this ſpeak your condition to be! for men, 
yea, for good men to reject, and difown 
us, is what may be born, eſpecially when 
God ownes, and miles : But for God to 


diſown, and reject us, this is terrrible in- 


deed, though all the World ſhould own 
us, and ſmile upon'us : How terrible is 


| that word ? Reprobate ſilver ſhall men call 


ther; fer the L Lora buth rejected them, ſer. 
6. 30---- It God owns, and ſmiles, 'ris no 
matter who frowns ; but if he frowns, and 
rejects who can own or ſmi'e-to the reliel 
of the Soul? 

4. Being without Chriſt, ycu are under 
the Law, and ſo under the curſe; and how 
ſadis ttis! as thereare but two Covenants 
the old and the new; and but two heads 
of thoſe Covenants ; the firſt, or the ſe: 
cond Adam; and ſo all Men do belongto, 
and are found in the one or the other ol 

theſe; 


me 
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theſe ; Whilt therefore you are ſtrangers 
to Chriit, you are under the Law, and being 
under the Law you are under the curle - 
For, ſays the Apoſtle, As many as are un- 
der the Law, are under the curſe For it us 
Written, curſedis every one that continueth 
not ia all things that are Written in the Book, 
of the Law to do them, Gal. 3. 10. The 
Law has no pity, no ſparing for Oftenders ; 
But for every breach thereof lays the 
Soul under the curſe: Now, we have all 
broken the Law, we all broke it in Adam, 
cins in him as in an Head; and we 


| have all broken it ten Thouſand times 


over in our own perſons; and by both are 
failen under the curſe thereof - And, Soul; 
doſt thou know what the curſe of the Law 
means ? [It carries in it Death and con- 
demnation for ever, | Bcing under the 
Law, we are curſed in our Perſons, and 


curſed in our coriforts : The wrath of : 


God lies upon our Souls, and the curſe of 


* 0s 


G94 15 in ail our cnjoyments, our very. 


Bleflings are accurit to us, Aſal. 2.2. 
We read in Scripture of: the People of God's 
carfſe ; and thou art one of them, Soul, who- 
ever thou art, that art out- of Chriſt: O 
how woeful, how deplorable a condition 1s: 
this ! 

5. Being without.Chrit, and. eſtranged: 
= from 
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[ from Chriſt, you lie under the guilt of in- NY 
numerable {ins, which you alone muſt bear ſa 
for ever? 'tis in, and by Chriſt alone, that IU** 

| Soulsare Diſcharged from the guilt of fin: IM! 
And who are they , whom he diſcharges a 
from guilt, but ſuch as are found in him, 
are under a Marriage- Covenant with him ? fl 
thoſe his Blood cleanſes from all ſin,1 Fob.1. I © 
7. andzn im bave they redemption throuch 
his Blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſin,Eph.1, ||| * 

"Hi 7. Asfor others, he tells them plainly,they 

| [| fjhall dre ia their ſins, John $8. 24. O, how 

| f:d a Condition is this ! Soul, thou art 

Suilty of multitudes of fins, the leaſt of 

| Which has cvil enough in it to damn thee 

[ eternally, Thou haſt thouſands, and ten. 

i thouſands of Scarlet , Crimſon ſins, fins 

 Cloathed with black and crying aggravati- 

| ons, lyinguponthee; andto have all theſe 

il in the full weight of the guilt and puniſh- 

ment of them charged upon thee by the 

great God for ever, how miſerable does 
this ſpeak thy condition to be! 

6. Being eſtranged from Chriit, you 
are under a Neceſhty of finning, and ſo of 
great'ning your own damnation daily : A 
man out of Chriſt does do, can do nothing 
but fin; for he is not ſubject ro the Law of 
God, nor can he be, Rom.$.8. Andas he 
is ever ſinning, ſo he is ever ireaſaring up 

wrath 
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wrath unto, himſelf, Rom. 2,5. O, how | 
ſad a Condition is this! This is Dura ne- 

ceſſitas ( as Auſtin calls it ) and ſpeaks 8 

mans condition to be very doleful : To be 

always finning againſt God, and always 
treaſuring up wrath to a man's own Soul, 
this is next to Hell, in ſome ſort worſe. To 
give you the Sum of all, 

Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you have 
nothing to ſatisfie Divine Juſtice, which is 
ready to ſeize upon you; nothing to pacific 
Divine wrath, which is ready to break forth 
againſt you; nothing to ſtand between Di- 
vine revenge and your ſinful ſouls : What 
ſhall Ifay? you have many accuſers,and by 
them many heavy. charges brought in 
apainſt you, and being without Chriſt, you 
have no Advocate to plead your cauſe, 
none to ſpeak a good word in Heaven for 
you: and is not that ſad? you are deeply 
in debt, you owe your ten thouſand Ta- 
lents to' Divine Juſtice; and being' without 
Chriſt, you have nothing to pay, : but-are 
in danger of being caſt into the Priſon of 
eternal darkneſs, whence there 1s no re- 
demption : And is not that fad ? You are 
under-an Obligation -to much Duty, and 
being without Chriſt, you are under an 
utter impoſſibility of performing -any of it- 
acceptably : TREE under a JE 

4. of 
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of condemnation, and being without Chriſt, 
you have nothing that can ſecure you one 
day, one hour, one moment more on this 
ide everlaſting Burnings - . And O how 
ſzd, and miſerable 1s this ! Thus you ſee, 
both your eitrangement from Chriſt, and 
alſo your miſery ( in part) by reaſon of 
that eltrangement, Now, as ever you 
would £ct Union and Communion with 
him, labour to be deeply ſenſible of both 
theſe, 

2, Would'ſt thou indeed be Eſpouſed 
to Chrit? Then labour to be ſoundly con- 
vinced, and deeply ſenſible of the great- 
neſs, and Hainoufneſs of the fin of refuſing 
Chrit, and the offers of his Love ; poor 
Soul, thou ſtandeft it out againſt Chriſt, 
hte wooes, and calls, and invites. thee to 
himſelf; but thou ſlighteſt, and refuſeſt 


. all, and this thou thinkeft. a ſmall matter ; 


but let me tell thee, this'is a moſt hain- 


ous and crying fin: To Swear, to Mur- 


der, 'to Steal, to be Drunk, to be Un- 
clean, andthe like ; theſe thou lookeſt up- 
on as: black and horrid things : Indeed 
well thou mayeſt; for they are ſins of 
more than ordinary hainous 'and abomina- 

ie Nature :. But yet know, that thy fin in 
rejecting Chritt, and the offers of his Love, 
is greater, and more provoking than. all 


theſe ; 
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theſe : This indeed is the great-lin, a::1 
the fin thou muſt in an efpecial manner be 
ſealible of , if ever thou art United to: , 
VE Chrit; ſo much Chrilt himſelf tells us, in: 
that known place, Fehr 16. 8, 9. be, lays 


- he ( ſpeaking of: the Spirit, whom he 
5 promiſed to ſend ) ſhall convince the Worlw' 
y: of ſen, becauſe they believe not in we ; unve- 
th lief then is the great ſin that the Spirit-. 
convinces Souls of :- And what's unbelict, 
Sy [wh the negle& and refuſ.l of Chritt, and- 


the offers ' of his Love made to us in the- 
T EGoſpel ? He ſhall convince the World of 
lin; becauſe they-believe not in me ; z. e. de- 
S illo magno C++ grand: incredulitatis peccato : 
; Wc ſhall -convince them-of that grand fin of 
4+ unbelief (as a Learned man expounds it) 
z asf Chriſtſhould ſay,he ſhall make-men fee 
* the black and hainous Nature of the fin of 
? Wrejecting me- and my- Love : | He ſhall 
humble them for it, and ſet them a bleeding 
over it : This ſin of rejecting Chriſt, fome- 
* of the School-men-have called Afarimun 
; ſW7eccarum, the greatelt fin of alF: And in- 

: deed, at Aarddey gn ye fin, what < 
Sreater ? "This is-a {in moſt directly, and 
immediately againſt Chrift and the Goſpel : 
O for: a vile- wretched © ſinner to thut 
| be door of his. Soul againſt Chriit , the 
King of Glory , and deny him entertain- 
KY ment, 
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ment, to refuſe and rejec the free and fre. 
quent offers of him and his Love, how great 
a {in muſt this be ! And ſoul, to convince 
thee the better of it, and makethee the more 
afraid of it, I ſhall ſuggelt a few conſidera: 
tions to thee, holding forth a little of its 
black and horrid evil. 

I. Conſider, that the neglect and reſuſal of 
Chriſt and his Love 1s a fin againſt a ſpecial 
and eminent command, and therefore a great 
and crying fin : The greater and more emi- 
nent the command is,. which we tranſgreſs 
and fin againſt ; the greater our fin and guilt 
iS in tranſgreſſing that command : Now, 
God does not .onely command us to receive 


and embrace Chriſt and his Love; but this 


command - of his is a great, fignal, and 


cminent command - So St. Fern tells us, 
'7 Fob. 3.23. Thru i hs commandment, that 


we believe on the name of his Son Feſus Chriſt 
whom he bath ſeat: Whiatis it to believe on 
the nawe of Fefus C briſt, but to receive and 
embrace Chriſt offering himſelf in the Goſ- 
pclto us, and to live upon him, having ſo 
received and embraced him ? - Now ( fays 
he ) rhzs is bis commandment, his great, his 
ſpecial commandment, kts commandment in 
a moſt ſignal,and eminent manner;and Chriſt 
himſelf afferts the ſame thing, Foþ.6. 28,29. 


In the 28 v, They ask him, what ſhall we de. 


that 
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that we may work the Works of God? His an- 
ſwer inthe 29v. Is,. This &5'the Work of 
Goa, that ye believe on him, whom he hath 


ſent : 1,e, That ye receive and embrace 


me, and live upon me, by believing : This 
is [the ] Work of God, the great work 
which he'commands you, ang expects from 
you : Believing ( as Calvin obſerves upon. 
this place ) is not Called che Work of God; 
becauſe 'tis of Gods operation (as you have 
itelſe-where ) or that which God works in. 
us z. but becauſe 'tis the great thing which. 
he. commands and requires of us. To reject: 
and refuſe Chriſt then, is a fin againſt a ſig- 
nal and eminent command ; indeed againſt 
the great command of the Goſpel; and 
therefore muſt needs be a great and crying: 
ſin-:- more'particularly, 


1.:The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt and his; 
love, is: a fin. againſt! a clear.and expreſs 
command of God, a. command: wherein; 
the Authority-of God does-peculiarly and: 
eminently ſhine forth : ſo much- is held. 
forth in the place mentioned before; Foh, 3«. 
28. thy ts bis commandment (ſays he, ſpeak- 
ing of the commandmentoof Faith) his ex- 
preſs Commandment., a Commandment: 
wherein his authority is evidently and pe- 
culiarly ſcen:; the. Autliority. of God ſhines | 

Thy ortn, 


— 
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forth-in all his comtmands,. but eſpecially in 
this above the reſt :- Therefore this you 
fee has an emphaſis put 'ugon it: Thes # 
bis commandment : Now the more clearly 
and eminently the authority ef God ſhines 
forth in any command, / the greater our 
fir. and guilt is in tranſgrefling that com- 
mand, KSE: i RF 0 
2, The.negleX and refuſal of Chriſt and 
hislove, isaſinagain{t a command, where- 
in the heart of God and Chriſt does much 
lye; and is therefore a great fin This. is 
a true Rule + That the more the mind- or: 
heart off the Law-Give?'-is in any law 'or 
command; the preater is our fin and/puilt 
:mthe breach and tranſgreſſion of that. law 
ox command : ' Now God's command to us 
0 receive Chriit by believing,  5a-com-: 
man1 wherein his own heart, as well as 
the heart of Chriſt, does machlye : indeed 
there is- nothing in all the World; that the: 
heart of 'God and Chrilt 4s more: ſet upon," 
er deſirousof, thanthis; that\Souls Thould' 
embrace Chriſt by believinpy and become: 
one: with him in a” Martiage Covenant : 
Witneſs: the freeneſs of theiroffers, - the 
frequency of their calls, the'4mportunate- 
neſs of their pleas, the patientneſs of their: 
waitings, the afſeCtionateneſs- of their. en- 
treatics, ' the friendlineſs of thoit ppbraid-- 
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mgs, the patheticalneſs of their lamentings: 
the ſweetneſs of their wooihps, the un- 
4 Eweariedneſs of their drawings, and the: 
y Egraciouſneſs of their dealings in reference: 
'S hereunto - But you have already ſeen;. 
r ſhow much the heartof: Chriſt, and in him. 
1- Fthe heart of the Father is in this buſineſs : 
now to tranſgreſs ſuch-a command, a com- 
> Emand wherein the heart of God and Chrilt - 
e- {does ſo much lye; and to run counter to that: 
h' which they ſo much deſtre, O what a fin 
!s Wnuſt this needs be! 
Dr The negle& and refuſal of Chriſt; i3 a 
2 Win: againſt a command which has virtually 
{t' ll the commands of God init, and fo in 
w' Whe breach and tranſgreſhon thereof we 
us {break and tranſgreſs-all; and O how great 
+ fin then-muſt this be'? to believe on Chriſt | 
as ſs. comprehenſive of all that God com- } 
:d Fnands and requires of us; this is ſo his | 
ie: (Commandment, as that in obeying this 
n,' We obey- all ; And in violating ths we | 
1d* Folate all; and fo he eſteems and ac- 
ne: Mounts! it ; This is evident from-Fob. 6. 
t: 1,29. What ſhall we 'do (ſay they) that 
pe may work:the works of God? This 1s the 
york. of God (fayes Chriſt) to believe ow - 


ir: ſhim whom he bath ſent + Pray mark, they 
n-- peak of [| works-]- in the-plural Num- 
d-- 


er-;- They would know what all thoſe 
; | work, 
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works were which God required, and what 
the extent of the command was: And 
Chriſt in his Anſwer reduces all to one, and. 
that is Faith ; by which he ſhews that asall 


1s.in vain without Faith, ſo Faith is virtu- 


ally all that God requires : T hz i the Work 
of God (ſays he) as if he ſhould.ſay, here's 
all in one, to believe on, and receive me 1s 
comprehenſive of all; and accordingly, my 
beloved, to reject Chriſt and his love is to 
break all at once, and to. violate all at once; 
'Tis to Rebel again{t, and poure contempt 
upon the whole mind and wilk of God- at 
once,. and in effect to renounce all Duty 
and Allegiance to him : Suitable whereunto 
is the Obſervations of a Learned Man upon 
that place, Fohn 16, 8, 9, ChriSt here 
( fays he) calls unbelief [Sin] Simply and 
abſolutely becanſe' that ſin-comprehends. all 
ſenin it ; Q- how greata.ſin then mult this 
be ? | 


4. The neglect and refuſal of Chriſt is 


a ſin againſt a command of much love: 


All Gods commands. have love in; them: 


They are defign'd. by. him for our good 


(. as the Scripture tells us.) but eſpecially 


this command of his, that: we ſhould re- 
ceive and embrace his.Son : For what is this 
command, but a command- to- us, to be 


ſaved; 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſt, 183 
ſaved, a command to us tobe happy ? 
What is this, but a commanding of us to 
Live for evermore, to be eternally bleſ- 
ſed, in and with himſelf * And O how 
great a ſin muſt the tranſgreſſion of ſuch 
a command be ? Did God command us 


©*F ny hard or ſevere thing, ſomething that 


tended to our prejudice, and not our hap- 
pineſs, that were ſomewhat; but when he 
E commands us nothing but to be happy, 
and to be happy in the beſt way: O how 


"PM orcat a ſin muſt it be to tranſgreſs ſuch a 


command ! 

2, Conſider, the neglect and refuſal of 
Chriſt is a fin, which in a peculiar man- 
Wncr derogates from him, and poures great 
contempt upon him, and therefore a great 
ſn : The more contempt any fin poures 
upon Chriſt ; and the more it derogates 
from him, the greater that ſin is : Now 
what fin derosates more from Chriſt, or 

ME pourcs greater contempt upon him, than 
the negle&t and. refuſal of him offering 
himſelf to us, does ? This 1s.a fin which 
Wtakes the Crown off from Chriſt's head, 
and throws it in the Duſt : It every way, 
and in all reſpects poures great contempt 
upon him, Pee 

Firſt, this fin; vilifies and poures con- 
tempt upon the Perſon of Chriſt ; Chriſt's 

| Perſon 
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Perſon is infinitely excellent, and infinitely 
amiable, and accordingly to vilite-and con- 
temn his Perſon muſt be a great fin, and 
contract preat guilt, and this the: refuſal of 
him, does : Hence, cail'd 4rrea4ng under 
foot of the Son of God ( which Argues the 
higheſt contempt imaginable) /zeb. 10, 2g; 
Every refuſal of Chriit carries that Lan- 
guage concerning him in it, //a. 53. 2. 
When we ſee him, there 15 no- Beauty in him 
for which we ſhould deſire him + He has ne 
ther- form nor comlineſs in him; He 15 % 
perſon of no worth, no defircableneſs : Q 
what contempt is this to be caſt upon Chriſt, 
and how much- does it derogate front 
him ! | 
2, This fin vilifies, and poures contempt: 
upon the york, oftice, and undertaking of 
Chriſt, as Mediator ; upon-all that- he has' 
done, and: ſuffer d, - with all the riches of' 
his Grace, andhis Love,manifeſted therein; 


Henee 'tis-cald, as a treading of the Son of' 
God under foot, lo an accountmy his Bloods 
common and an unholy thing, a thing of no: 
worth, no- uſe, no- value, no excellency; 
Heb, 10, 29, Great, my Beloved, was 
the work; and undertaking of Chriſt, as' 
our Mediator, and great were the"things, 


which he both- did and ſuffer'd in the diſ- 


charge of- that work- and - undertakiogy 
great. 


-” 
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Wercat alſo was his Grace, and Love to- 
KEwards us in all, and accordingly, great 
mult our fin and guilt be, in pouring con- 
tempt thereon, which we do by our refuſing 
of him : Hereby we pour contempt upon 
all his acts and all his oftices, as Mediator, 
Kupon all his Merits, and all his Purchaſes, 
'FWupon all his Grace and Love in Bleeding 


» {1d Dying for us : Wedo hereby in effect 


iy, that neither Chriſt, nor any thing 
: Mybich he has purchas'd, is worth accept- 
. Wing and embracing - That we had rather, 
hat he had never dyed, never become a 
Jays-man between God and us; that he 
night have kept his Blood to himſelf, and 
We will not thank him for ſhedding of it; that 
We need neither him, nor any thing that is 
Wis: Hereby we do in effect ſay, that the 
Whole Goſpel is a cheat, a lie, a meer De- 
fon : That Chriſt is an hard Maſter, and 
{ules with Rigour.z that 'Salvation is little 
Worth and the like.O what horrid contempt 
Wi Chriſt is this ! 
MW 3. This fin plainly preferrs a poor, 
aſe, Vile Luſt before Chriſt, andall the 
lorious Riches and Treaſures of Chriſt : 
Wd O what contempt of him is this! 
Why do men refuſe Chriſt, and the offers 
" WW his Love? Surely 'tis for the ſake, and 
Won the Love of ſome luſt or ons 0 
tner 
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ther the luſt of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eye, 
or the pride of Life; and if ſo, then by refu- 
fing of him they do really prefer this Luſt 
before him, and all the Treaſures of his 
Grace and Love : And thus indeed you: 
find it tobe, Mar. 22. Beginning. as allo 


186 


Luke 14. 18, 19, 20, 
fers himſelf, with all his Treaſures, to poor 
Sinners, who yet light and refuſe- boti 


him and them : And why fo ? The ore hath 


a Farm, the other a Merchandize, and all 


have ſome carnal concern to mind - the 


Sum is, they have a Luft to be. ſatisfied; 
and therefore Chriſt, and all the Treaſures 


of his Love, muſt be rejeted; By refu 
fing of Chriſt wedo in effec ſay, that ther 
is more good, more ſweetneſs, more lap 


pineſsina luſt, in a little Carnal, World| 
pleaſure and advantage, than there is i 
Chriſt, and all that is his : Hereby wec 
in effect ſay, that men are deceived 

Chriſt ,-that the Word of God makes 
falſe report of him, that he is not ſuch 

Saviout, nor is his Salvation ſo great 1 
the one, and the other is repreſented tobe 
O what contempt is this to be caſt upt 
Chriſt ! Eſau (you know) is ſaid to deſpi 
bs Birth-right ; and how ? 'By preferrinf 
meſs of Pottage,or a morſel of Meat befort 


Gen, 25. 34, But O how much-morea 


Where Chriſt of. 


he 
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us +. WD 0 OA AI RAG IE. or. > CLEA AO #%4 


the Souls Eſpenjal to Chriſt. 187 


we contemn Chriſt and his Love by pre- 

ferring a baſe, vile Luſt before him and it ? 

Surely greater contempt of Chriſt than 

this can't well be found : And how great 
'Mthen muſt the fin of the refuſal of Chriſt 
be, and how much ſhould we tremble at 
"Wit? 

'3. Conſider, that the neglect and re- 
oſal of Chriſt is a fin which in an eminent 
manner darkens and oppoſes the Glory of 

od, and reflects the higheſt Diſhonour 

pon him of all others; and therefore a 

/preat fin : The more any fin darkens and 
"Wppoſes the Glory of God, the greater the 
1VSuilt of that ſin is: For (firſt). the more 
Wny ſin oppoſes the Glory of God, and re- 
Vicats Diſhonour upon him, the. more 
Fontrary it is to the higheſt good.; and 
he more contrary any ſin is to the higheſt 
00d, the greater the guilt of it muſt needs 
We: And Secondly, the more any fin op- 
doſes the Glory of God, and refleCts Di- 
onour upon him, the more it thwarts and 
Wontradicts the higheſt end of Man; and the . 
ore any ſin thwarts and contradicts the 
igheſt end of Man, the greater the guilt of 
JFWhat fin is : 

Now,the Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt is 

hat eminently oppoſes the Glory of God, 


eWnd refleQs Diſhonour upon him - -The 
re- 
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reception and entertainment of Chriſt puts 


an honour upon the Father : Inleed eve. 
Ty att of Faith honours God, Rom. 4. 20, 


And eſpecially. this great and Fundamental 
act of Faith,in embracing Chriit : $y0n the 
other hand, the negleC an] refuſal of Chril 
is what reflects Diſhonour upon God, it 
tirows his Glory inthe dut; and hence 'tis, 
that this fin is ſo exceeding provoking to 
him, as inthe Scrip:ureit 1s repreſented to 
be : Particularly take here two things. 

1, This fin of, refuſing Chrii is whit 
flights and contemns all the Glorious ex. 
cellencies and periztions of Godat once; 
and fo. can't but caft very great Diſhonour 


upon him, and be very oppoſite to his 


Glory : In Chriſt, my Beloved, all the 
Glorious excellencies and perfections of 
God are eminently manifeſted an dif 
played : In him do all the Glorious counſels 
of his Grace and Love meet, and in re- 
fuſing him we deſpiſe and pour contempt 
upon all. In him does his love eminently 


thine forth, and the fulneſs of it ret, 


1 F0þ.4.9,10. In himis his Juſtice, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Holineſs eminently manifeſted 
and diſplayed, Row. 3.25.26. In him does 
his wiſdom, yea, his manifold wiſdom, ap- 
pear and reveal itsfelf ; In a word, whole 


God 
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God is manifeſted and reveal:d in him, and 


 Wvithall tender'd to the embrates of our 
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Faith and Love : In every offer of Chriſt 
made to us in the Goſpel, God does in 
ee ſay to us, whatever I am, or can do, 
is God, that Ile be to, and do for you, to 
make you happy for ever -- accordingly to 
refuſe Chriit muſt needs pour contempt 
upon all + It ſights and poures contempt 
upon the Grace of God, the wiſdom of 
God, the power of God ; the juſtice of 
God, the Holincſs of God, the Fulneſs 
and All-ſufficiency of God, and all the 


Ancient Glorions counſels of his I.ove 


concerning Sou's : to refuſe Chriſt is in 
cffet to ſay, that the Grace of God is 
no Grace, at leaſt not worthy of our 
acceptance - That his juitice an1 holi- 
neſs are not to be regarded, and that we 
value them not : That his wifdom is folly, 
and his power weakneſs; that his fulneſs 
has little in it, and is no way able to ſa- 
tisfie us, and make us happy : that a bro- 
ken Ciltern isas. good, as that Fountain of 
living waters : And hereby we down-right 
deny his Faithfulneſs, and put the lie upon 
him, 17oh.5. 10. Wedoineffect ſay,that 
the God of truth is a liar, that his witneſs 
and teſtimony is not to be credited, that 
his 
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his word of promiſe is a meer deluſion, ani 
for no other uſe, than to beguile Souls: OW v. 
what Contempt, what Diſhonour muſt al Fſ is 
this caſt upon the bleſſed God, and wha in 
horrible wickedneſs muſt it be ? ro akeÞ y: 


God a lyar (ſays a Learned Man) % aff di 


horrible and execrable impiety : thereby wel v 
takg that from bim which 1s moſt dear and {c 
proper to bim, O tremble, - Soul, tremble tl 

at the Blackneſs and helliſhneſs of this ſin. 
.2. This fin of refuſing Chriſt is whats 
direft'y oppolite to the highelt deſign ol 
God for his own Glory, and Robs him ol 
that Glory which is moſt dear to him: 
What, my Beloved, was the higheſt de- 
ſign that ever God laid and carried on forſf| 
his own Glory ? Verily 'twas Chriſt, and 
the Salvation of ſinners. by Chriſt : He de- 
ſign'd himſelf a Revenue of Glory in making 
the World, and he does: deſign himſelf 
revenue of Glory in all he does in govern- 
ing. the. World : But that wherein he hat 
deſign'd the higheſt revenue of Glory ty 
himſelf, is the Myſtery of Chriſt, and Sal 
vation by Chriſt : So much is evident fron 
Epheſ. 1.11, 12, 14, In whom (ſays hs 
ſpeaking of Chriſt) We have obtained at 
Inherit ance,being predeſtinated according tt 
the purpoſe of him, who worketh all things ar 
cording to che connſel of bis own will that we 
| .-— . _— 
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ſhould be to the praiſe of his Glory; And again, 
v. 14. unto the praiſe of his Glory : The ſum 
isthis, that God's Glory was his great end 
in the diſpenſation of Chriſt, and our Sal- 
vation by him; and alſo that in and by that 
diſpenſation he did defign the higheſt re- 
venue of Glory to himſelf : For pray ob- 
ſerve, firſt, he calls it the praiſe of h1s glory, 
the ſplendor, and higheſt emanation of his 
Giory : ( Secondly } he repeats this deſign 
of God to the praiſe of his Glory, and again, 
zo the praiſe of. bis Glory ;, which notes this 
to be his grand deſign for his Glory. 
Again, what is that Glory thatis moſt dear 
to God ? Verily tis the Glory of his Grace: 
Grace is his darling Attribute , and: the 
Glory of his Grace is moſt dear to him : 
Hence this has been peculiarly his. deſign in 
the whole of the Myſtcry of Chriſt: So the 
ſame Apoſtle tells us, Eph.1.6. Who having 
before ſpoken of the great. Myſteries of 
Predeſtination and redemption by Chriſt ; 
here in the 6, v. tells you, what was God's 
creat. deſign in all, viz. The prasſe of the 
Glory of bus Grace : *Tis the Crowning of 
Grace, and the enthroning of Grace, 


Which God-in a peculiar manner delights 


in: Now, if the higheſt deſign of God for 
his own Glory be by the Myſtery of Chriſt, 
and-our Salvation by Chriſt, and the Cory 
0 
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of his Grace be moſt dear to him ; then 'tis MÞ? 
clear, that our refuſing of Chriſt is moſt {M2 
oppoſite tothe higheſt deſign that God ever I! 
carried on for his own Glory, and Robshim I _ 
of that Glory which is moſt dear to him : (=C! 
For alas! This is in effect to ſay,. that God ſW*! 
has laid out.no Grace upon ſinners in the dif- Þ" 
penſation of Chriſt, and that he deſerves {W* 
no Glory upon the account af that diſpenſa- ic 


tion : This is ineffect to tell him, that nci- 2 


ther his Chriſt, nor his Grace in him, i' |}! 
worth minding, worth receiving ; and that | 
weare no wayes beholding to him for the {v' 
one, or the other : And O what Diſhonour 
muſt this reflect upon God, and how dar- 
kening' to his Glory! And accordingly, 
Soul, let thee and I tremble at it, and at the 
Blackneſs and horridneſs of that fin, that has 
ſuch a dreadful effect. 

4. Conſider, that the neglect and re- 
fuſal of Chriſt, is a ſin- which directly and 
immediatly murders the foul, and damns it 
eternally; and therefore muſt needs be a 
great ſin : That ſin that does moft direQ- 
ly and immediatly murder the Soul, and 
deſtroy it cternally, that muſt needs be a MW 
great ſin, «nd ſhould be greatly dreaded W* 
by us :<And what fin is it that does this, M"i 


' butourneglect ahd refuſal of Chriſt ? And, IW* 


Soul, all 
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Soul, that thou may 'it be the more deeply 
onvinced of this, ſeriouſly weigh theſe tol- 
bowing propoſitions, | 
Firlt, that the neglect and refuſal of 
hriſt is a ſin, which rejects the onely 
remedy of (inful,Souls : Poor Sinners arc 
in themſelves dead , loſt, undone, 'and 
periſhing for ever : They are fick, and 
ick to death; they are ſinful, and ſinful 
0 damnation; and there 1s one, and but 
ne remedy for them, and that's Chriſt ; 
hriſt and his Blood, Chriſt and his 
race, Chriſt and his fulneſs ; Beſides this. 
Where 1510 Balm in Gilead,no Phyſutian there 
for them ; neither 1s there Salvation in any 
ther. AQts4 14, Therefore by refuſing 
Wnd rejecting him, they refufe and reject 
he onely remedy : He indeed is a Com- 
pleat, as well as an onely remedy : He 
$ able, ang as willing, as be :s able go fate 
o the very uttermoſt, as the Scripture. tells 
$: But they by rejecting of him exclude 
hemſelves from his ſaving efficacy, and fo 
hereby do directly murder their own ſouls. 
2, That the neglect and refuſal of Chriſt 
Ws a fin, which binds all a mans other ſins 
d Wilt to him : ?*Tis a great and wgighty ſay- 
ng which a worthy Divine has. Unbelief, 
ays he (which is properly the neglect 
ind refuſal of Chriſt) binds all a 'mans, 
K {ins 
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ſins fat to his Soul, and Damnation faſt ty 
his fins: *Tis indeed the Bond of all ou 
Suilt, and all our miſery ; that which makes 
the curſe cleave cloſe to us for ever : And 
while a man remains in this ſin, *tis impoſſ- 
ble, that he ſhould be acquitted and dif. 
charged from the guilt of atly one of all his 
fins: *Tis (I remember ) Auſtin's obſer 
vation upon that place, Fohn 16. 8, g, 
Where Chriſt tells us, That hs Spy 
ſhall convince the World of Sin, becauſe 
they belicve not in him : Chriſt (ſays he) 
inftances in the fin of infidelity in a ſpecial 
manner, becauſe that ſin remaining, all ow 
other fins remain: But that being taken away, 
all others are forgiven, Faith (as one of the 
Ancients exprefles it ) deles ownia pec- 
cata, blots out all fins; but unbelicf that 
binds all fait upon us : Hence that word 
of. Chriſt, Jf ye believe not, ye ſhall dye in 
your ſins: 1,e, your fins ſhall cleave cloſe 
to you to the very death, Fohn 8. 24, This 
will be further evident in, the next propoſt 
tion: Therefore | | 


3. That though all fin be killing and 
damning, yet, no (in ſhall ever damn or 
deltroy us, unleſs we add thereunto. the: 
ſin of the neglect and refuſal of Chriſt: *Tis 
true, every fin is damning ; fin within, fin; 
without: 
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without : The wages of fins death, Rom.6. 
laſt. And the Apoſtle tells us, there 2 a juſt 
recompence of reward due to every tranſ- 
greſſion and diſobedience, Heb, 1.2. But 
though every ſin be damning, yet what 
ever a mans fins-are, though never ſo many, 
never ſo great ; they ſhall, they can never 
damn him, in caſe he receives, -and em- 
braces Chriſt : Nor indeed can: any of all 
a mans fins be ſaid to be the immediate 
cauſe of his damnation, but his refuſing of 
Chriſt : Indeed under the Law the im- 
mediate cauſe of mens periſhing was fin in 
general : But under the: Goſpel the onely 
immediate cauſe of mens periſhing is the 
rejection of Chriſt and his Grace through 
unbelief - So much Chriſt himſelf cells us 
In that known place, John 3.18, He that 


Wo:leverh on the Son 15 not condemned, but 


be that believeth not, 1s condemned already, 
becauſe he hath not believed on the Name 
ef the onely begotten Son of God: He 
that believeth on Chrift 1s not condem- 
wed; And why ſo? Is it becauſe he has 
no ſins' to condemn him ? No, but be- 
cauſe believing on Chriſt all his ſins are 
done away : But he that believeth not 


nr him © condemned already ; And why ? 


Is it becauſe he is a ſinner in general, or 
becauſe his ſins are many and great fins ? 
| | 2 No, 
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No, but becauſe he bath not believed on the 


name of the onely begotten Son of God : The 
ſum of all is this : The immediate cauſe of 


; mens condemnation is not this fin or that fin, 


but their refuſing of Chriſt by unbelief : 
Hence you have it ſo frequently up and 
down the Goſpel : He that beticveth ſhall 
be ſaved; He that believeth not ſhall be 
damned, and the like : Well then, if our 
refuſing of Chriſt be the rejecting of the 
onely remedy of ſinful Souls; if it be what 
binds all a mans fins faſt upon him; and if 
none of all a mans other fins, though many 
and great, ſhould or could ever damn him, 
were not this fin of refuſing Chriſt added to 
them; then certainly this is that ,fin which 
does molt directly and immediately murder 
the Soul : O how great a (in then does this 
ſpeak it to be! Murder is a great fin, an ini- 
quity to be puniſhed by the Judge ; nor do 
we look upon a Murderer fit to live : But 
no Murder like to Soul-murder, nor ſhauld 
we ſuffer this Soul- murderer tolive one mo- 
ment. . 

4. Conſider, that the neglect and refu- 
ſal of Chriſt is a ſin which argues you to be 
really in Love with your fins, which truly 
and indeed chooſes Death rather than Life, 
loves Darkneſs more than Light, 'and 


which leaves you without the leaſt wy 
0 


— 
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of excuſe or room of appeal for ever : And 
O what a black and horrid ſin mult this then 
be! A little of each. 

1, This ſin of NegleQing and Refuſing 
Chriſt, is, what really argues you to be in 
Love with your fins, and to have ſlight 
thoughts of them : For men to AQt fin is 
bad; but to have ſlight thoughts of ſin, 
and to be in Love with it, is much worſe ; 
{in being againſt an infinite good, even in- 
finitely contrary to the bleſſed God, has in 
a ſort an infinite evil in it ; and to bein love 
with that which has an infinite evil init, O 
how dreadful a thing is this! Yet this 
your refuſal of Chriſt carries in it : For, 
pray mark, had not you ſlight thoughts 
of ſin, you would not refuſe the pardon of 
lin, when offered youz but would account 
it worthy of all acceptation; and were 
you not in Love with your ſins, yea, 
greatly in Love with them, you would 
not chooſe and deſire to continue in your 
Sins; much leſs would you refuſe ' and re- 
ject ſo great a good, as Chriſt is, for the 
ſake of your Sins : Should a condemned _ 
Malefa@or refuſe the Rings free pardon, 
would not this Argue him to have ſlight 
thoughts of Death; yea, to be in Love 
with it, and to prefer it before Life ? As 
clearly does your refuſing of Chriſt argue 


K 3 | you 
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you to have ſlight thoughts of ſin, and to 
be in Love with it: O were you not in 
Love with your fins, you would be glad 
of a diſcharge and deliverance from them, 
and would with all readineſs and joyfulneſs 
embrace it, when freely offer'd to you, as 
in Chrilt it is. 

2, This fin of refuſing Chriſt 1s what 
truly and indeed ſpeaks you to love dark. 
neſs more than light, and to choſe Death 
rather than Life : *Tis what prefers {in 
and death before Chriſt, and life, and 
Grace: O what a black Sin then mult it 
be ? This Chriſt himſelf afferts concern- 
ing it, and that as an high aggravation of 
it, and what makes it doubly damning, Foh, 
3+19, This is the condemnation, that light 
#5 come into the World, and men love darkneſs 
rather than light, Chriſt and the good 
things of Chriſt are here called Light; on 
the other hand fin and death, fin and the 
miſeries that attend it , are called dark- 
neſs: Now (ſays Chriſt) men by unbelicf 
| and refuſing of me do declare, that they 
love this darkneſs - before this Light : 
. Men by refuſing of me do in effect love, 
chooſe, prefer ſin, and death, and dark- 
neſs before me, and my Grace, me and 
that eternal life which I would give them : 
O what a ſinis this! Chriſt may truly fay 
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to Sinners, as I/oſes to them of old, Deur. 
30,19. I call Heaven and Earth torecord 
this day, that I have ſet before you, Life and 
Death, bleſſing and curſing ; therefore chooſe 
life, that ye may live : Now, for them to 
chooſe death and reject life, to chooſe the 
Curſe, and reject the Bleſſing : This 1s 
a dreadful fin indeed, and the more dread- 
ful : Onthe one hand, becauſe the light 1s 
ſo lovely an1 amiable,; . and on the other 
hand, the darkneſs is fo vdious and terrible: 
as alſo becauſe the Obligations which lie 
upon us to love, chooſe, and prefer the 
light before darkneſs, are ſo weighty and 
forcible : For; Chriſt earneſtly deſires it, 
he graciouſly counſels it, he ſtrictly com- 
mands it, and no leſs than a whole eterni- 
ty of Glorious and unſpeakable happineſs 
depends upon it: O think of theſe 
things, | | 
3. This fin of refuſing Chriſt is a ſin 
which leaves you without the leaſt colour 
of excuſe , or room of appeal for ever ; 
which muſt argue it to be a great ſin indeed: 
Firſt, it leaves you without the leaſt colour 
of excuſe, without the leaſt colour of ex- 
cuſe.for. fin, and without the leaſt colour of 
excuſe why.you ſhould not die for ſin +, This 
Chrift himſelf is expreſs in, Foh. 15-22,Jf / 
had nat come,and ſpoken to them,they had not 
| K 4 had 
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had. fin ;, vt now theyhave no Cloak for their 


fin: If 1had nt come and ſpoken to them(V1Z, 
in the Goſpel ) revealing my Fatker's will, 
and ordering my ſelf and my Grace to them; 
Toey had not had ſin: 1,e. Not ſo great 
Iin: But now they have no Cloak, no excuſe 
for ter fin: Now they have no pretence 
to make, nothing wherewith to co!our 
or extenuate their ſin: The neglect and 
refuſal of Chriſt leaves men altogether in- 
cxcuſable, and it will do ſo to be ſure in 


the laſtday : O when God in the day of 


his Righteous Judgment ſhall demand 
of, Men that have lived under the Goſpel ; 
why they Sinned,and have Sinned, why they 


are found in their ſins, and being found in 


their Sins, why they ſhould -not die. for 
ever + what will they have to ſay by way 
of Excuſe or Apology for themſelves ? 
Verily nothing; but will be Speechleſs, as 
he is ſaid to be, ar. 22.12. They can't 


fay, they were not warned of the evil of 


Sin : They can't ſay, that Pardon and Sal- 
vation were not offered them : They can't 
ſay,. that the offer was not full, and free, 
and clear : They can't ſay, they had to do 


with an hard Maſter ; nor can they ſay, 


that fin is not worthy of Death : They 
will have nothing to ſay. Secondly, it leaves 


you without the leaſt room or place of ap- 


peal 


peal for ever - I may ſay here, as ?tis ſaid 
n another caſe, 1 Sam. 2.25. If one man 
ſn againſt another the juige ſhall judge him; 
but if a man ſin againſt the Lord,who ſhall in- 
treat for him?So it a man fin againſt the Law 
BOY tranſgreſſing of it, he may appeal to the 


b it a Man Sin againſt Chrilt and his Grace 
4 ſoffer'd in the Goſpell, where then ſhall he 
appeal ?, Verily there is no appcal to be 
made, no relicf tobe found for him. If 
of Man be Condemn'd at the Seat of Juſtice, 
1 þ*® having Sinned againit the Law, he may 
appeal unto the Mercy-ſeat, the Throne of 
Grace, and find ſweet relief; but if he Sin 
Fagainſt the Mercy-ſeat, and the Throne of 
Grace; then he has nothing to appcal to, 
that may adminiſter relief to him. + Now,by 
refuſing of Chrift we fin againſt the Throne 
of Grace, we pull down, what in us lics, 
the Mercy-ſeat : and where then: ſhall we 
appeal ? O conſider theſe things, and learn 
by them to dread this Sin of refaſing Chriſt: 
I might ſay much more to convince you of 
the hainous evil of it ; but let this ſuffice -: 
Sure I am 'tis enough too ; and had'we the 
due ſenſe of it upon our Spirits, it wouldi 
make us tremble at it for ever. 
3. Wouldeſt thou indeed be Eſponſed 


ta Chriſt ? Then give not way to the dif- | 


Ks courage- 
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Goſj el, and the grace of Chriſt there : But. 


FIT 
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couragements of ſenſe; but bear up thy Soul 
upon the encouragements of Faith, upon 
ſuch Goſpel principles and confiderations,as 
do tend to draw ſinners to Faith in Chriſt; 
Poſſibly, upon reading and conſidering the 
woeful miſery of thy condition without 
Chriſt, and the dreadful hainouſneſs of thy 
finand guilt, in thy long and frequent re. 
fuſing of him, diſcouragements not a few 
may ariſe within; and indeed ne ſooner 
uſually docs a poor Soul look towards 
Chrilt, or think of cloſing with him ina 
Marriage-Covenant ; but preſently mul- 
titudes of diſcouragements ariſe to deter 
him therefrom : O, ſays he, what a mon- 
ftrous finner-am I ! How have I deſpiſed 
Chriſt and his Grace! How long have itood 
1t out againſt him! I have ſerv'd my Lults 
all my. days, and, rejected his. calls: To 
what. purpoſe do. I' now talk of: cloſin 


with him ? Theſe, and multitudes of ſuch. 


like diſcouragements do ariſe in the. Soul, 
which being given way to, do effectually 


keep him from Chriſt - But if ever, Soul, 


thou wouldeſt attain to Union and Com- 
munion with him.,- thou mult ſhut thine 
cyes and heart too againſt all diſcourage- 
ments of this Nature; and though they 
preſs in upon thee again and again; yet 


thruit them out, fixing thine eye and heart ' 


upon. 
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J vpon the encouragements of Faith ; dwe!l 


much-in the thoug ts of them, and bear 
up- thy Soul upon ſuch Goſpel-principles 
and conſiderations, as do tend to weaken 
unbelief,and beger Faith in the Soul; and for 
thy helpherein | ſhall mention ſome of theſe 
encouragements of Faith, or Goſpel-prin- 
ciples, which I would have thee to be ſeri- 
ous and frequent in the contemplation of. 

I, The firſt Goſpel-principle, or en- 
couragement of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt 


bear up. thy Soul upon, 'and be fre- 


quent-in the contemplation of, is this ; that 


there isa Rich, a Glorious, and an over® 
flowing: fulneſs of. all good treaſured up. 
in Chriit ' for poor Sinners; and that his. 


Grace does abundantly exceed both our: 


wants atd fins: 'Tis the work and Nature of. 
to little and limit the ful-. 
neſs of. Chriſt in the eye of the- Soul : It: 
ſhews the Soul the. multicude of his ins: 
and wants; . but it conceals and Locks. up. 


unbelief* , 


Chriſt's Treaſure and fulneſs ; And, what- 


ever we pretend, ' the ground of our not: 
cloſing with Chriſt, at. leaſt one principal. 
one; is this, that we doubt of his fulneſs,. 


we do not ſee enough in Chriſt to ſupply 
our wants, -and relieve'our diltrefſes.: Un- 
belief perſwading us;. that Chriſt 13 not 


the Chriſt, the Scripture repreſents _ 
os 0; 
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be: But, Soul, away with all ſuch ap- 
prehenſions, and dwell thou in the con- 


templation of Chrilt's infinite, fulneſs : U; 


Look to him, as one infinitely able to 
ſupply thy wants, to pardon thy Sins, to 
heal thy Maladies; to ſubdue thy Lults, to 
SancCtifie thy Heart, and to ſave thy Soul 
eternally : Look upon him, as the Scrip- 
ture repreſents him : The Scripture tells 
thee, That it pleaſed the Father , that in 
him fhould all fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19. 
All fulnefs of grace and Life, all fulneſs 
of Peace and Pardon, all fulneſs of Righ- 
teouſncſs and Salvation : 
Chriſt not onely a fulneſs of abundance, 


but of redundance , an over-flowing ful- 
neſs ; a fulneſs infinitely ſuperabounding 


our Sins and wants : The Scripture tells us, 
That he 15 able to ſave unto the very uttermoſt 


all that come unto God by him, Heb. 7. 25. 


Save, . able to ſave; able to ſave to the ut- 


termoſt;- and that not one or two,!' but all 
that come -unto God by him - the Scrip-. 


tyre ſpeaks of Chriſt's unſearchable riches, 
Epheſ; 3: 8. The Qcean of his Grace is 


not to be ſounded by the longeſt line of the. 
3s Paul ex-- 
perienced the ſuperabounding fulneſs of his - 


largeit created underſtanding 


Grace, and has left it upon record for our 


encouragement, 1 Tim, 1.14, The Grace of 


Pas, 


There is 1n 
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our Lord was exceeding abundant ; it was 
more then enough - 1 found more Grace 
in Chriſt ( as one expreſſes it ) then I 
knew what todo withal ; and yet what was 
this Paul? Himſelf tells you in the very v;, 
before and after,he was a Blaſphemer, a Per- 
ſecutor ,and the chief of Sinners, a man every 
* way of as many fins and wants, as thou 
Fart: Accordingly view him, and bear up 
thy Soul in the face of all diſcourage- 
- Uments : Reaſon thus with thy ſelf : True, 
{my condition isſad, my wants are exceed- 
' Ying many, and my fins exceeding great : But 
| Ewhat then ? Js there no Balmin Gilead? Is 
- Bthere zo Phyſitian there?Is not Chriſt able to 
. ave me, and that to the utmoſt notwith- 
' Uftanding all : Look, O my ſoul, yonder 
Bis ſweet Jeſus upon the Throne at the Fa- 
| Fthers Right Hand, full of Grace and truth ; 

look upon him, and conſider : What are 

all thy wants to his Riches and fulneſs? 
What are all thy miferics and diſtreſſes to. 
- bis Bowels of Mercy ? What are all thy 
fins to the merit of his Blood, thy pro- 
vocations to his ſatisfaction? VVere thy 
wants more and greater then they are. his 
- Bfulneſs could ſupply them all; were thy fins 
Fpreater and more hainous then they are, 
his Blood could cleanſe thee from all : The 
Blood of Feſuu Chriſt cleanſeth from all fn 
1 [o. 
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I Joh.1.7. There is infinit-ly more worthin 
his merits/to pardon and juſtifie thee, then 
there isevil in thy ſin; to damn and deſtroy 
thee : True, I have a Fountain of fin, and 
oSuilt, and death in me : But here's a deeper 
Fountain of Grace, and life, and righteouſ- 
neſs in him - ſee, O my Soul, fee how vaſt and 
large his treaſures of Grace and Glory are, 
and bear up thy ſelf npon them-: O did Sin- 
ners dwell more in the view of the Glori. 
ous fulneſs of Chriſt, they would be more 
in love with him ; and hereby would coun- 
ter-work and undermine unbelief in one oft 
its greateſt artifices, whereby it keeps ſouls Jo! « 
from him, T ſhall here for thy encourape- 
ment onely ſubjoyn the ſaying of a worthy 
Divine, Chriſt ( ſayes he )can, anditÞ 
becometh him well to-give 'more then. my 
narrow ſoul can receive, -If there were ten! 
thoufand thouſand” millions-of worlds; and 
as. many heavens-full 'of men and Angels, 
Chriſt would! not'be pinched: to- ſupply: all 
their wants, and to fill them all, Chriſt is# 
Well of Life, but who knoweth how: deep: 
tis tothe bottom ?. 

2. The ſecond-Goſpel:principle or'en- 
couragement” of- Faith which thou ſhould*ſtJvict 
bear up' thy ſoul' upon, and be' frequent con 
tn the: contemplation of, is this ; That as He 
there is. ſuch a Glorious and Es: 

WW: 
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fulneſs in Chriſt, ſo this fulneſs is in him» 
not for himſelf, but to be diſpenced and 
communicated to poor Souls coming to him: 
True (may the Soul ſay ) here's fu'neſs e- 
nough, riches and treaſures enough of all 
good in Chriſt ; but what's this to me, or 
wherein does it -concern me : Wherein 
does it concern thee Why, 'tis wholly thy 
concern, and the concern of ſuch, as thou 
art: For what ever ſulneſs he has in him, 'tis 
efittcaſur'd up in him for Souls, for Sinners, 
-Nyeca, for the worſt of Sinners: How ſweet is 
ff lthat word? Pſa..68. 18. where, ſpeaking 
s of Chriſt, the: holy Ghoſt tells us, char he 
>. hath received gifts for men ; He' bath re- 
ycc:ved gifts, 5. e, He has a fulneſs of all good 
it Jin his hand, and at his diſpoſe, and this for | 
ymen © I but 1 amadevil (fayes the ſoul) a [' 
n.icbel; and what's thisto me ? obſerve, what 
d follows, and thou wiltfind it! concerns thee, 
s, yea thee eſpecially: He hath received gifts | 
WW Ffor men;yea, for the rebellioms alſo : Hence: | 
2ſalſo 'tis, that he is ſaid to be made Head | 
pover all things ts the Church, Eph. 1.22, He 
bus all: fiilzeſs dwelling.in him, but 'tis as | 
ſan head, and ſo 'tis-all for the uſe and: ſer- ll | 
{-Fivice of the body, for every poor: ſoul that i 

| 

| 
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t"Icomes-to him : And therefore *tis added,. 
18 NJead over all things to the Church, 1. 2. 
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For the Churches uſe and ſervice of which 
he is Head : Take a view of all that fulneſs 
that is in Chriſt, and 'tis all as much and 
as really for the uſe and ſervice of ſuch as I. 
come to him, and are made members of FJ: 
his body, as the treaſures and endowments 
of the natural head are for the uſe and ſer- 
vice of the natural body, and the members 
thereof; And O what an encouragement 
is this to Faith? 'Tis the obſervation of £.- 
a learned man upon the place laſt IN. 

quoted, Leſt (faies he.) we ſhould think I 
this great glory of Chriſt ta be a thing 
that does /not concern us, be i here de-lf 
clar'd to be conſtituted and appointed by 
the Father to bg the Head of the whole 
Church. Well then, ſoul, bear up thy 
ſelf upon this encouragement : Say, look, 
O my Soul, look unto ſweet Jeſus, who 
hath received Gifts for men: View him 
as one that has received a fulneſs of all 
Grace from the Father on purpoſe to be 
diſpenc'd and communicated to thee, and 
to ſuch as thou art: He has life in him, 


and he has it for thee; he has peace and par« Þþ... 


don in him, and he has it. for thee : He has. 
wiſdom,and-righteouſneſs, Grace, and Glo- 
ry in him,and he has it for'thee, and for ſuch 
as thou art ; and therefore go to him, expect 
all from him,caſt all upon him, 

3, The 


the Souls Eſponſal to Chriſl, 209 
3. The third Goſpel-principle or en: 
couragement of Faith, which thou ſhouldft 
bear up thy ſoul upon, and dwell much 
inthe contemplation of, is this, that there 
is a perfect freedom and willingneſs in 
Chriſt, yea, 'tis even genuine and natural 
tv him to beſtow himſelf, with all his Glo- 
rious riches and fulneſs, upon poor ſouls 
coming to him: Chriſt(as you heard)has all 
this fulneſs in him as an head ; ſo you have 
it expreſly, Col. 1, 18, 19. Now as 'tis 
penuine and natural to the head to mini- 
ter influence to the members - So tis 
even genuine and natural to Chriſt to 
communicate his Grace to poor ſouls : 
Beſides, all that fulneſs that is in 
hriſt, 'tis in him not.as God onely, but 
1s man: "Tis depoſited and treaſured up 
in his bumannature : JI: pleaſed the Father, 
bat in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, Col. Tt. 
19, Jn him 1.e. ( as alearned man ex- | | 
pounds it) sn the man Chriſt, or in, that bl | 
human nature in which he dyed and tranſ- 
ated the buſineſs of our Salvation ; 
Tis true, the God-head or Divine nature is 
Fihe firſt ſpring or Fountain of all Grace ; but 
he human nature of Chriſt 1s as it were a ſe- 
cond ſpring and Fountain of Grace : That 
's a treaſury or Store-houſe , wherein l | 
all Grace is laid up for us: Hence 'tis _ Ml 
that Fl 
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that as the Father hath life in himſclf,, ſoy 
hath given to the Son to have life in himſelf MLOV 
becauſe he is the Son of man, Joh. 5. 26,27, 
Chriſt as God hath life, 1. e. all Grace ori 
Sinally and independently 1n him, as theſſcea 
Father hath : Indeed as God he is the ſameſſbeli 
infinite and independent Fountain of Lifeſon 
and Grace with the Father : but tis agplat 
man that heis ſaid to have Life and Gracgpnd 
given to him : The ſum then is, That thajþum 
Glorious fulneſs of Grace that is in Chriſþid 
for Sinners, is Fouatain'd up in his humangÞlec 
nature, and being Fountain'd up in higgya! 
humane nature it will, and can't but. lowo0 
yea, :overflow to, and. upon poor ſoulgſt 


that caſt themſelves. upon him : The truthÞ\m 
is, *Tis to charge Chrilt with unkindnelvt! 


and unfairhfulneſs both at once, to lyppol 4 


him unwilling to communicate himſelf andou 
his fulneſs to Sinners coming to him ; and{| 
ſoul, canſt thou find in thy heart to lay ſa" 
black a charge upon ſo ſweet and good $"E 
Chriſt ? "Tis the way and work of the deſc 
vil and unbelief to perſwade Souls, thalſ!! 
Chriſt will not receive them, nor commuſſ-0' 
nicate his Grace and fulneſs to them 0\ 
though they, ſhould come to him, whichF? 

they endeavour to do from the conſidera 

tion of-his greatneſs and holineſs, togetheſ'” 
with their vileneſs and finfulneſs ; ChrillÞ®0 

ſay 
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beffay they, is choice and peculiar in his 
f.Love and Reſpects, as great Perſons uſe to 
ne + He will know his diſtance, and he will 
ri-fimake Sinners know theirs : But, Soul, 
heldeal with this, as from the devil and un- 
meſſÞelief, reject it as a reproach thrown up- 
ifelſon Chriſt, and dwell much in the contem- 
ſplation of his infinite willingneſs to receive 
xc$$nd ſave the worſt of Sinners that come to 
hafftim : Reaſon it a little with thy ſelf : Why 
iffid he become incarnate? Why did he 
Sliced, and die ? Why does he woo, and 
Mait, and offer, and call, and ſtrive with 
wor Sinners to winthem to himſelf ? Does 
s$t-not all argue a willingneſs and readineſs in 
aim to give forth both himſelfand his fulneſ$ 
ef o them? | 
old 4. The Fonrth Goſpel-principle or en- 
nEouragement of Faith, which thou ſhould- 
nÞlt bear up thy ſoul upon, and dwell much 
{$0 the contemplation of, is this - That 
| Wie onely ſpring and principle of all that 
de&ver Chriſt does for poor Sinners from 
haffirſt to laſt is his own Soveraign Grace anc 
Love - 'Twas his Love that brought him 
own from Heaven, and that led him out 
0 Bleed and die for them : Hence Eph. 
5. 25. he is ſaid zo Love his Church, and 


Love, that firſt draws them to _— 
an 


peep pa 
Or OI Og A ——_——— ne umn 


ive himſelf for it : *Tis his Love, his free 


and unfaithfulneſs both at once, to lyppol 
an 
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that as the Father hath life in himſclf, ſohe 
hath given to the Son to have life in himſelf, 
becauſe he is the Son of man, Joh. 5. 26,27, 
Chriſt as God hath life, 1. e. all Grace ori- 
Sinally and independently in him, as the 
Father hath : Indeed as Go4 he 1s the ſame 
infinite and independent Fountain of Life 
and Grace with the Father : but *tis as 
man that heis ſaid to have Life and- Grace 
given to him : The ſum then is, That that 
Glorious fulneſs of Grace that is in Chriſt 
for Sinners, is Fountain'd up in his humane 
nature, and being Fountain'd up in his 
humane nature it will, and can't but. flow, 
yea, :overflow to, and upon poor on 


that caſt themſelves. upon him : The trut 
is, *Tis to charge Chriſt with unkindnels 


him unwilling to communicate himſe 
his fulneſs to Sinners coming to him ; and 
ſoul, canſt thou find in thy heart to lay fo 
black a charge upon ſo ſweet and good 4 
Chriſt ? "Tis the way and work of the de- 
vil and unbelief to perſwade Souls, that 
Chriſt will not receive them, nor commu: 
nicate his Grace and fulneſs to them; 
though they, ſhould come to him, which 
they endeavour to do from the conſiders 
tion of his greatneſs and holineſs, togethet 
with their vileneſs and ſinfulneſs : Chriſt, 
ſay 
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ſay they, is choice and peculiar in his 


. Love and Reſpects, as great Perſons uſe to 


be - He will kndw his diſtance, and he will 


. make Sinners know theirs : But, Soul, 


deal with this, as from the devil and un- 
belief, reject it as a reproach thrown up- 
on Chriſt, and dwell much in the contem- 
plation of his infinite willingneſs to receive 
and ſave the worſt of Sinners that come to 
him ; Reaſon it alittle with thy ſelf : Why 
did he become incarnate? Why did he 
bleed, and die ? Why does he woo, and 
wait, and offer, and call, and ſtrive with 
oor Sinners to winthem to himſelf 7 Does 
t-not all argue a willingneſs and readineſs in 
him to give forth both himſelf and his fulneſ$ 
tothem? _ Fon | 

4. The Fonrth Goſpel-principle or en- 
couragement of Faith, which thou ſhould- 
eſt bear up thy ſoul upon, and dwell much 
in the contemplation of, is this + That 
the onely ſpring and principle of all that 
ever Chriſt does for poor Sinners from 
firſt to laſt is his own Soveraign Grace anC: 
Love : 'Twas his Love that brought him 
down from Heaven, and that led him out 
to Bleed and die for them : Hence Eph. 
5. 25. he is ſaid to Love his Church, and 


five himſelf for it : *Tis his Love, his free 


Love, that firſt draws them to _— 
and 
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and allures them into Covenant with him :ÞÞ * 
T have loved thee with an everlaſting love; weet! 


therefore with loving kindneſs bave I drawn brilt 
thee, Jer. 31. 3. *Tis his Love that re- onfid, 
ceives them, that pardons them, that be.Þ'*<< 
ſtows life and Salvation upon them : ( fr 
Hence all is ſaid to be of Grace, even theſſ*"® 
whole of our Salvation, Eph. 2. 8. Hence pecti 
he is repreſented to us as ſitting upon afſ'9"" 
Throne of Grace, and there 'tis that heinF7* © 
vites us to come to him, and from thend dto, 
gives out all tous, Heb.4..16.and therefore) ®? 
to that Throne we, though Sinners, mayſ}" al 
.come boldly : He 1s upon a Throne ; and hat 
therefore we may aſſure our ſelves, that he dint 
will do great things for Sinners comin WT 
him; he will act like a King, pardon 


| cho cautl 
a King, favelikeaKing, do all with King- 
ly greatneſs and magnificence : And *tis} 5 
a Throne of Grace, a Throne that reignsF*"** 
Grace, a Throne whereon Grace ſits inſſ** 
Imperial Majeſty, and decrees all for he 
poor Sinners coming to it ; and ſo does allſþ 
freely, all in a way of Soveraign Grace and 
Love : Hence that Language, 7 will hav 
mercy,becauſe I will have mercy, I will pat: 
don becauſe I will pardon, and I will ſave 
becauſe I will fave : Now what an en-' 
couragement is this to Faith, and how, il" $ 
rightly weighed and confider'd, would it” * 
daſh 
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aſh all the pleas of unbeliefto pieces,and 
weetly draw the Soul on to a cloſe with 
hriit in a Marriage-Covenant ? For pray 
onfider, what is the nature of Soveraign 
{race and Love? The nature of it is to 
& from it ſelf to it ſelf without any con- 
Wceration of any thing in us, without re- 
Wpecting either the worthineſs or the un- 
Forthineſs of the creatureat all : The na- 
ure of it is ſuch, that tis neither confrain- 
$d to,nor reſtrained from doing good to ſouls 
Þy any cen, 2101 of good or evil in them ; 
Sut all runs freely : And therefore no matter 
hat 1 am, though never ſo vile and wretch- 
Kdinmy ſelf, while I have to do with ſuch 
ove,and ſuch love is the ſpring of all Chrits 
caiings with me, and Carriages towards 
= | 
5. The Fifth Goſpel-principle or en- 
ouragement of Faith, which thou ſhouldeſt 
ear up thy ſelf upon, and dwell much in 
he contemplation of, is this : That the 
reat deſign of Chriſt in all his underta- 
ings for, and diſpenſations towards Sin- 
ers, is the illuſtrating and enthroning of 
Wis own Grace; and the more vile, ſinful, 
nd forlorn a wretch thou art, the more 
Fill his Grace be enthroned and illuſtrated 
(0 &Kipe acceptance with him. Chriſt in. 
eÞ's dealings with and for Sinners does not 
1 | onely 
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onely at from a principle of Soveraign 
Grace, but inall he carries ona deſign to 
enthrone that Grace of his, and to make 
it Glorious for ever ; yeazand he acts, and 
will act ſutably to ſuch a deſign : *Tis not 
what ſuch and ſuch Sinners do or do not 
deſerve (ſays Chriſt) that I am to mind, 
but what my Grace can do for them, and 
what will make moſt for the glory of that 
grace, what will ſet the brighteſt Crown 
upon its Head : This is evident, Eph, 
I. 6. 12, 14, Which was open'd before 
upon another occaſion : Hence thoſe 
whom he ſaves, he ſaves in ſuch a way, as 
may moſt lift up his owngrace, his deſign. 
therein being, that Grace might reign, as 
you have it, Rem.5.21. Hence youread 
of his juſ?:fying the ungodly, Rom. 4.5. He 
will have his grace triumph over--every 
Soul, whom he ſaves. Now what an 
og! ring is this to Faith ? Chritt 
not onely fits 'upon a Throne of grace, 
but alſo his. deſign in dealing with Sinners i 
isto ſet his grace upon the Throne, Sin- 
ner, the more vile and ſinful thou art, 
the more ſutable it is to Chriſt's deſign to 
ſave thee; for the more vile and Foul 
thou art, the greater name. and glory: will 
his grace get in thine acceptation and . Sal- 
vation by him ; The more vile 800 a | 

£n.0U 
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thou art, the greater will be the declara- 
tion of Grace on Chriit's part in thine 
acceptance and Salvation : O when Chriſt 
ſhall pardon a ſoul-ſo guilty, receive a ſoul 
not {ſo ſinful, reconcile a ſoul that is ſuch an 
nor enemy, as thou art, how will this de- 
ind, ſcare the glorious riches of his grace in the 
ang view both of men and Angels ? This will 
that ſew forth the, exceeding riches of his Grace, 
»wn fas the Expreſſion is, Eph. 2. 7. And the 
ph, (more vile and ſinful thou art, the greater 
fore vill be the admiration of grace ſor ever 
joſe Yon thy part; Where much is forgiven, there 
" ag vill be. the rcturn of much Love, much 
ſign $P'aile, Lik..7. 47. O who -aml (ſayes 
| as f{0e ſoul, when once received to mercy, 
ead flthough more then ordinary vile and fin- 
He ſv!) who,am I, that I ſhould find grace in 
ery Chriſt's Gpht ? W hat, ſuch a rebell, and 


econicild '? Such a Black devil, and yet 
waſh't, and made white in the Blood of 
the Lamb ? Sucha Fiend of Hell, and yet 
- Bade a Favourite of Heaven ? Such a filthy, 
deformed wretch, and yet taken into the 
ure and. Lovely Boſome of ſweet Jeſus ? 
) Grace, , Grace! How rich and free is 


will Forace ? And,O what praiſe and Hollelujahs 
al. "ill there be tuned upon the Tongues 
$3 \pirits of ſuch to God and the Lamb 


for 


yet pardon'd : ? Such an enemy, and: yet 
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for ever'? When therefore thou would 
go to Chriſt, and diſcouragements ariſe 
. to keep thee back from him, thou ſhouldfl 
dwell in the thoughts of and bear up 
thy ſoul upon this conſideration, reaſoning 
thus with thy ſelf : True, I am a vile 
wretch, the chief of Sinners, one on all 
accounts worthy to be abhor'd, and caſt off 
by Chriſt : But what then ? Chriſt acts to- 
wards Sinners purely from a principle of 
Grace and Love, he regards neither wor- 
thineſs nor unworthineſs ; whether a great 
(inner or alittle ſinner, *tis all one to him,as 
to his accepting of me : Moreover his de- 
ſign is to Crown his. Grace, and render that 
Glorious; and the more vile I am, the 
more that deſign of his will take in mine 
acceptation and Salvation : How vile there- 
fore ſoever I am, I will caſt my ſelf upou 
him, and put in for an Eſpouſal with 
him. mh | | 

| 6. The fixth Goſpel-principle or en- 
couragement of Faith, which thou, ſhould- 
eſt bear up thy ſelf upon, and dwell much 
in the contemplation of, is this : That 


'tis the Clory and perfeftion of. Chriſt as JP! 


Mediator to receive Sinners, and to give 


out himſelf and his fulneſs to them, when Þ* 


they come to him : This, if rightly weigh- 
el, will mightily help on Faith, and w 
tne 
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the poor ſoul over his diſcouragements in- 
to. the Boſome and Embraces of Jeſus 
If EChriit : To underſtand it aright you muſt | 
ip know, that Chriſt has a two-fold Glory and 
ng flperfection : The Glory and perfection of 
ſe his Perſon, as he is the Son of God ; and the 
ul Glory and perfection of his Office, as he is 
(Mediator and head of the Second Cove- 
o- nant : the Glory and perfection of his Per- 
of ſon, as the Son of God, that is infiritely 
r- compleat and full, that admits neither | 
at of diminution nor augmentition, being 
2s Yunchangeably the ſame for ever : But the 
e. (Glory and perfection of his Office, as Mc- 
at Idiator, that in a great meaſure ariſes from 
ie his receiving Sinners, and beſtowing him- 
1e ſelf and his Grace upon them, when they 
e- ſlcome to him; and the more Sinners he 
2u receives, and the more Grace he gives out 
to them, the greater his Glory and per- 
ſection in this reſpect 1s: and it may be 
truly ſaid, that Chriſt in receiving and 
giving out Grace to Sinners, when they ' 
come to him, docs increaſe the Revenue of 
bis own Glory, and more and more com- | 
lleat and perfect himſelf, as Head and Me- 


re (iator : Hence the Church is called bis fal- 
n $7, Eph. 1.13.6 od gave lim to be head over 
h- i! rhings to the Church which is bus Body,the 


ft W'#/neſs of him that filleth all in all; Now, if 
1e | L the 
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the Church is Chrilts fulneſs, then the more 
that is filled and compleated by his receig9 
ving Sinners to himſelf, and giving outſf{y! 
Grace to them; the more full and com-an 
pleat he himſelf, as to his Mediatorie ho-ſſqj 
nour and perfection grows : Hence alſoſþ,n 
Saints are ſaid to be the Glory of Chriſt, fy 
2 Cor. 8. 23. As Chrift alone is theirfſanc 
clory, ſo they alſo are his glory : Andſſco; 
how his glory ? Not onely becauſe they do,Þge 
or ſhould Actually glorifie him ; but alſoac 
becauſe he has received them, and laidſling 
out his crace upon them ; and 'tis his graceſſto 
onely that ſhines forth in them - Henceſqy 
that obſervation of Calvin upon the p'ace. lin 
They ( ſays: he); that excell moſt in graceÞ}\'i 
and holineſs, they peculiarly are the olory of lho 
Chriſt; becauſe they have nothing but byſolc 
free-2ift from Chriſt: Hence alſo Chriſt tellsme 
us, that he & Glorified in them, Joh, 17.10, ſſce 
And he ſays Expreſly, that the Spirit ſhall 
Glorifie him, becauſe he ſhall recerve of hu, 
end owe it unto w, Joh,16.14. By all which 
it appears, that *tis the glory and perfeCtior 
of Chriſt, as Mediator, to receive Sinners, 
coming to him, and to beſtow himſelf and 
his grace npon them - In ſhort , my be; 
loved, all that ever Chriſt has done for, 
and is made of God to, poor Sinners; , 

{$ 
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his Acts, and all his Offices, as Mediator, 
el-Ydo reccive their ultimate perfection in their 
utEfull Influences on .us and our Salvation : 
m-F and as Chriſt reccives his Name and Deno- 
0-F mination of a Savicur from his Relation to, 
fo and Acting for poor Sinners to redeem and 
/l\Bſave them ; ſo the perfeRic 1 of this Office, 
erfand thoſe Acts of his do lie in the full ac- 
nd compliſhment of our Salvation : And in- - 
0, Edeed they would all be but vain and weak 
Facts, ſhould he not fully ſave us, com- 
udFing to him. O what encouragement is here 
Eto Faith, and how mult unbelicf ſink, and 
cxdyc before this conſideration , if rightly 
& improved ! True (may the Soulſay} I am 
en \ile, Sinful. and Unworthy : but *tis the 
of honour of Chriſt to receive me; 'tis his 
byFelory to beſtow himſelf and his grace upon 
lsme ; 'tis his perfection, as Mediator, to ac- 
-Ficept and fave me, and ſuch as I am; and 
therefore why ſhould 1 be diſcouraged ? 
[will go to him, and caſt my ſelf upon him : 
Thus bear up your ſouls upon, and encou- 
age your Faith with theſe Goſpel-princt- 
ples, which is greatly necefſary, and will 
not a little conduce to an Eſpouſal between 
*RChriſt and you, 
nr 4. Wouldeſt thou indeed be Eſpouſed 
Eto Chriſt ? Then take heed of all Jealouſies 
of him, and prejudices againſt him; and 
| L 2 —_— 
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be ſure ever to maintain right thoughts of 
him. One of the great deſigns of Saran, ÞÞ an 
and one of the moit curſed workings of ÞÞ | 
unbelicf, 1s to prejudice Sonls apaint Þ| ſel 
Chriſt, and to fill them with hard, Jealous ſ th 
thoughts of him; which if they can pre-J] C| 
vail in, they infallibly keep the Soul fromff as 
cloſing with him in a Marriage Cove-ſſ cit 
nant. It a Woman has Jealouſies - and} fo 
hard thoughts of a man, and be billed with ;y 
prejudices againſt him, ſhe 15 never like to 4; 
entcr into a Marriage- Covenant with him:Þ ar 
And no more will a ſoul cloſe with Chriſtin] T| 
a Marriage-Covenant, as long as heis filledſſ fo 
with hard thoughts of him, and prejudices 
aguinit him: Watch therefore againſt this. 
The Devil, together with the unbelicf of 
our own hearts, will frame up a thouſand 
itrarge Notions and repreſentations 0 
Chriit in the Soul, thereby to prejudice us 
againit Chriſt ; but take heedwof all theſe, 
and be ſure to maintain right thoughts and 
apprehenſions of him; particularly here 
take oneiy two things, 


1. Be ſyre to maintain honourable] n; 
thoughts of his Perſon : Look upon him 
as a Perſon of glory, and as having all ex- 
ccllencics in him : 'Tis the work , and na 
turcof unbelicf to darken and obſcure the 
Perſot 


Obſerve, 
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Perſon of Chrilt, to make that appear vile 
and contemptible | in the eye of the ſoul, 

whereby it does effectually ſtrengthen i 
ſelf wich in him; and indeed there is no- 


thing more prevalent to keep the ſoul from . 


Chriit, than an Ignorance of, or prejudice 
again:t his Perſonal Worth and Excellen- 
cies.: This was that which made the Jews 
ſo generally reject him: They ſaw no Beau- 
ty tn him for which they ſhould deſire him,nor 
Fi they diſcern form or comelineſs in him; 

and therefore rejected him, 1/a. 5 3. 
They Look'd no further than the outward 
form, the veil of his fleſh ; they ſaw not his 
Divine Beauty and Glory ; and ſo deſpiſed 
him : And, my beloved,unleſs we look within 
this veil, and come to view and contemplate 
him, as a Perſon of glory, we alſo ſha 
reject him to our eternal perdition, Pray 
tis the Perſon of Chriſt that puts 
warth and virtue into all his doinzs, and 
all his ſuferin2s ; ail his Offices, and all his 
promiſes : 'Tis the worth and excellency of 
his Perſon, that mikes his Bl 10d ſo preci- 
ous, his Promiſes ſo ſweet, his Rightcouſ- 
neſs ſo gloriou3, his Grace ſo efficacious , 
his Love ſo endearing : *tis the worth an1 
excellency of his Perſon, that gives Au- 


T5 2 


E chority to all tie commands of Faith, and. 
JT dozs aw the hear: to Obciience; anl! *tis 
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the Worth and Excellency of his Pefſon, 
thatis one of the, moit powerful attractives 


 todraw and allure the hearts of the Sons of 


Men to him ; if therefore his Perſon be un- 
ccrvalued, if the Dignity and Gloryof thut 


be not ſecn, we are never like to enter into 


_ a Marriage-Covenant with him: Therefore, 


Soul, if ever thou wouldeſt be Eſpouſed to 
this Chriſt, always maintain honourable 
thoughts of his Perſon : Behold hrs Glory, 
2 the Glory of the onely begotten of the Fa- 
z her, and beg-him more and more to reveal 
6 Perſonal Worth and Excellencies to 
Ince, 

2. Be ſure alwayes to maintain good 
thoughts of his Ways, Kingdom, and Go- 


vernment : Admit not of one Jealouſie of 


Chriſt, as if he were an hard, ſevere Hus- 


band; as if he carried it with Rigour 


and ſeverity towards his Spouſes : If the 
Nevil and Unbelicf fail in their other at- 
tempts, then they endeavour to prejudice 
Souls againſt Chriſt , perſwading them, 
that he 1s an hard Maſter, an auſtere Hus- 
band, that Rules with intolerable rigour 
and ſeverity : I know, ſays he in the Gol- 
pel, that thou waſt an auſtere man, Mat, 
And hereby the ſoul is ſcared off 
from Chriit But, Soul, «5s ever thou 
would'tt be Eſpouſed to him, take heed of 
any 
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any ſuch Jealouſie of him, or prejudice 
againit him, keeping up good thoughts 
ot him and his ways, him and his Govern- 
ment; and be much in contemplating the 
ſweetneſs both of him and his ways : Is he 
ſevere,? Pray where lies his ſeverity ? Does 
he call you to. bear his Yoak ? He does, 
but "tis an eafte Yoak : Does he enjoyn 
you to bear his Burtizen ? He does, but 
tis a light Burthen : Jy Yoak, is eaſie,and 
my Burthen u lizht, Mat, 11. 29, 30. 
Does he exp:& you ſhould take up the 
Croſſe ? He does, but 'tis a ſweet Croſs, 
a gainful Croſſe, an honourable Croſle, a 
Croſs that 1s inlatd with Love, and over- 
lid with Diviae ſweetneſs, a Croſs that 
has a Crown annext to it, even 4 Crown of 
Life, Rev. 2. 10, A Croſs that 1s a Crown 
here; for'tis an honour to ſuffer for Chriſt, 
As 5.41, And a Croſs that will greaten 
and hrighten your Crown hereafter, ar. 
5. IT, 12, Bleſſed are ye, when men ſhail 
revile you and perſecute you; for great 15 your 
reward in Heaven: Docs he call you to per- 
form ſuch and ſuch Services ?2 He does, but 
wichall he gives you {trength to periorm 
them , he ping your [uſirwnties by bis pood 
Spirit, Rom. 8. 26. an1 in caſe you fail, 
and come ſhort in and of what he calls for, 
what then 2 Why thea he » 7ies and ſpares 


L _y | Joy 
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you, as 4 Father di his Son that ſerveth 
him; he over-looks your failinzs and de- 
fects, Mal. 3.17, Can you do nothing, 
onely you have a mind to ſerve him ? Why 
then he accepts of that willing mind accord- 
ing to whit you have} not according to wha! 
you have not, 2 Cor.8.12, when you 
can t pour out a prayer, a ſigh, a groan is 
accepted by him ; Willhe have the Throne 
in you, and rule in your ſouls? He will, but his 
way of rule is molt ſweet ; for he rules with 
love, and he rewards withlife ; and he gives 
a Throne for a Throne,a Thronein glory for 
a Throne in your ſouls: What ſhall I ſay ? 
his ways are all ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
his paths are all Peace, Prov. 3.17, and 
O what pleaſure, what delight, what ſo- 
lace and ſatisfaction of ſoul is there to be 
found in walking in them! In a' word, his 
whole Service is perfect freedom, and there 
js no true freedom but in his wayecs 
and Service : 'Tis a great ſaying which [ 
have readin one of the Ancients, who (ſays 
he ) would nor Reton ? But wouldſt thou 


. reign happily? Serve kind Feſus, and thou 


ſhalt reign, becauſe to ſerve him true reign- 
ing, Thus you ſee, there is no juſt rea- 
ſon for hard thoughts of Chriſt in this 
reſpect , but rather the contrary-: Ac- 
cordingly Anſwer, and throw oft all thoſe 
black 


black' reproaches, . which the Devil an fk 
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unbelief cat upon this gcod Lord; an! 
be ſure to maintain good thoughts of him, 


and his ways, which will not alittle conduez 


to the promoting of an Eſpouſal Between 
him and thee. 

5. Would'it thou indeed be Efpouſed: 
to Chrilt? Then ſtudy: and contemplate 
much how infinitely grateful and accepra- 
ble Chriſt is: Sinners know not, or if 
they know, they conſider not, who, or 
what Chriſt is; they mind not, how ac-' 
ceptable a-good he is to ſouls ; and there- 
fore they flight him : Had'ſt thou known, 
ſays Chriſt to the Woman, the grfe of God, 
and who it 1s that ſpeaketh to theeqthou would: 
have askt of him, and he would have given 
thee living Waters, Joh; 4. 10. Truly ct 
men know Chriſt, and his infinite accepta: 
bleneſs, they would run to him, and cloſe 
with him in a Marriage-Covenant : Study- 
therefore and contemplate this much: 
thereby poſſeſſing thy ſoul with a deep. 
ſenſe of- it. The Apoſtle ſpeaking but: 
of one truth concerning Chriſt, tells us *tis 
worthy of all acceptation, i, Tim: 1. 16.. \ 


YAnd if ſo, what acceptation muſt Chrilt-. ' 


himſelf, yea Chriſt, withall his truths; and 
all his Treaſures both, be worthy of ? And' 


how ſhould our ſouls cleave to-him; and take 
hin 
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him into our embraces? There are amons 


others five things which ſpeak a good to be 
eminently grateful and acceptable : worth 
and excellency : uſefu'neſs and ſerviceable- 
neſs : ſutablenceſs and conveniency : ſweet- 
neſs and delight: Durablene's and unchang- 
ableneſs in all; «ll which are found in Chrilt, 
who tenders himſelf and. his Love to 
us. 

1. There is worth and excellency in 
Chriſt, yea, incomparable worth and ex- 
 cellency : The Apoltle ſpcaks of an excelling 
exceliency that there 1s in the knowledge 
oi Chriſt, Phil. 3.8. Now the knowledge 
of Chriſt is ſo excellent, becauſe Chrilt is 
excellent : Chriſt indeed is all worth, all 
excellency: He 15 an ,ininite Occan of 
Beauty and glory ; be us the chiefeſt among 
:en Thouſand, and altogether lovely. Cant, 
5. 10, 16, All excellencies dwell, in him, 
:$ in their proper Fountain, and they, all 
meet and are united in him, as lines_1n their 
proper centre : Some beauty, ſome cx- 
cellencies you find ſcattered up and down 
among the creatures; the Saints, and An- 
gels, the Sun, Moon, and Starrs, and 
the like : But alas ! *Tis ſcattered, and''tis 
ſcatter'd but . here and there a drop; but 
mn Chriſt you have all Beauty, all 
worth, all excellency in a bleſſed Unc 

| ans 
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and conjunction : You have all in one, and 
that unchangeably. O what a portion is 
Chriſt ( ſayes one ) O that the Saints 
would dig deeper into the treaſures of his 
wiſom and excellencies - Tru'y *tis ſweet 
digging there; and there, in ſome ſort,there 
will be room -for digging to all eternity ; 
for even through eternity new wonders of 
glory will ariſe, new Beauties and excellen- 

cies will appear,and ſhine forth in Chriſt - 

W hat ſhalll ſay ? He has inhim all the ex- 
cellencies of both worlds; and is indeed de-" 
ſcrvedly the wonderof both : In him there 
154 confluence of all the lovely properties, 
the drawing attributes, the raviſhing Beau- 
tics, the Bright ſhining and Slorious per- 
tections of the infinitely bleſſed Deity - 

Hence, ſays he, all that the Father baths 
mine which may be underſtood of his Divine 
perfections, Fobn 16. 15. Hence alſohe 
is ſaid to be equal with God, Phillipians 
2.6. 1.C. Look,, whatever Divine perfelti- 
ons there arc in God the Father, they all are 


| found in Chrift : in him expreſt the whole 


Perſon of the Father, the whole Eſſence, 
Being, aud beauty of the Fatber : And (as 
Learned man has 2blerved) Chriſt the Sen is 
in all things like the Father , this only except- 
ed, that he 1s not the per fon of the Father - 
Hence 
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Hence alſo he is ſaid to be the briohrneſs 
of bis Eather's Glory, and the expreſs 
imase of his Perſon, Hebrews, 1. 3. All 
the Fathers glories- and eycellencies do 
fhine forth in him, and he perfectly re- 
preſents the Father to us: Thus Chriſt 
is a perſon of excellency; and ſo moſt 
accep:able : And O who would not ac- 
cept and embrace ſuch a Chriſt £ And how 
great a wickedneſs is.it to reject him? 1 
can't but here take up the complaint of an 
holy man: O pity, pity for evermore 
(ſayes he) that there ſhould be ſuch an one 
as Chriſt Jeſus, ſo boundleſs,ſo bottomleſs, 
ſo incomparable, ſo infinite in cxcellency and 
{wcetneſs, and ſo few that will take him : 
they miſerably loſe their love (fayes he ) 
v. ho will not beſtow it upon this lovely 
one. 

2, There is uſefalneſs and ſerviceable- 


neſs in Chriſt : As Chriſt is a perſon of the 
higheſt excellency, ſo of the greateſt and 


molt abſo!ute need, uſe, and ſervice to 


poor ſouls -- Indeed he is the one needful 


g00d, Lok 109. 42. Chriſt is ſo. much need- 
ed by, and of ſo much uſe and ſervice to, 
poor ſouls, that they can't p-ſſibly do wel}, 
and be happy without him : ,Pray  con- 


ſider, we provoke God, and he is angry 


with us; and by Chriſt alone 'tis, that we 
1-6 
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receieve the atonement, Rom. 5. 11, We 
fin, and load our ſelves with guilt; and 
by Chriſt alone *tis, that we are. or can be 
diſcharged from it : In him have we redemp- 
tion throuch his Blood,even the forgiveneſs of 
ſins, Eph. 1. 7, We have an hard and impe- 
nitent heart, an heart that cannot repent; 
and by Chriſt, and Chriſt alone *tis, that 
we can obtain repentance, he being exalted 
to give repentance unto Iſrael, as well asre- 


miſſion of fins, At, 5. 31. We are ata 


dreadful diſtance from God, a far of (as 


the Scripture ſpeaks) and by Chriſt and 
him alone tis, that we are made nigh; What 


ſhall I ſay ? The beſt of Saints, as well as 


the worſt of Sinners, have an abſolute need 
of Chriſt, and he is of daily uſe and ſervice 
to them ; neither can they live one day or 
one. hour without him : Indeed he is their 
life, and without him therefore they are 
dead and undone, as well as others : with- 
out him they can do nothing, John 15. 5. 
Without him every duty will be too hard, 
every burthen will be too heavy, every 
temptation will be too ſtrong, every luſt 
will be too mighty for them : wittiout him 
they would yet fall ſhort of the eternal 
reſt, and would make ſhip-wrack of Faith, 


E| ſouls, and all for ever. V Vithout him net- 


ther Saints, nor Sinners can have any ac- 


cels. 
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ceſs to God, any .intercourſe or commu: 
nion with him, in which notwithitan} 
ing the whole of our happineſs both in 
time and cternity lies. I am the way ( lays 
he) and no man cometh tothe Father, but by 
me, Joh. 14 6, And through him, ſays the 


| Apojtle,we have acceſs unto the Father by one 


Spirit, Eph, 2. 18. Without him we could 
haveno pcace with God ; for he atone z5 our 
peace, Eph. 2.14. And having peace with 
GoJ, without him we could not maint :in 
our peace one hour, it being he alone that 


180ur advatate and proputiation with the Fa. 


ther, 1 Joh. 2. 1,2, Thus he tsevery way 
mo{t needful, and moſt uſeful to eternal 
ſouls: O how grateful, how acceptable 
then is he, or ought heto beto us ? 

2. "There is ſutablenefſe and convent- 
eacy alſo in Chriſt. to the ſouls of men : 
The ſutableneſs and, canvenjency of ' any 
good renders it acceptable to us : How 
acceptable is bread to an hungry man, be- 
cauſe a good ſutable to him ? How. ac- 
ccptable 1s drink to a thirſty man, becauſe 
a good ſutable to him? Now. there, is. an 


admirable ſutableneſs and - conyeniency, in 
Chriſt to the ſouls of men,.*and that. in. all 
the caſes of them : Why then ſhoy'd he 
not be acceptable to them? One ( I-rc- 
member ) repreſents the. ſutableneſs * 
Chr! 
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E Chrit to the ſouls and wants of Sinners 
14 thus; the whole perſon, nature, and 
nfl offices of Chriſt (ſayes he) are ſo ſuited 
ty$]] and proportioned to all the variety of needs 
by in us, that they are as a key for a lock, 
theſſ| there is ward'for ward, every thing done 
oneÞÞ in the key ſuitgble to the lock: and indeed 
uldJj fo *tis here, Chrift and his fulneſs being 
url cxactly ſuited to us and our wants : We 
ih are fick, and ſick to dcath, and Chriſt is 
ina Phyſitian, Jar. 9. 12. And what more 
hath fuitable to the fick then a Phyſitian? We 
4 fac finful, and ſinful to damnation, we + 
ay arc loſt Sinners, and Chrilt is a Saviour ; 
nal and who. or what more ſutable to loſt Sin- 
ble ners then a Saviour ? We are poor cap- 
tives, the captives of fin and +athan, in 
ni- | bondage to death and the curſe; and 
1: Chriſt is a Redeemer; and who or what 
ny more ſutable to Captives then a Redeem- 
wer? Weare under the Tyranny and Uſurpa- 
'e-lf tion of many mighty, powerful Lults, Luſts 
c- fl that are impoſing upon us every hour, 
iſe and we are no way able to deal with them : 
an | But Chriſt is a great and puiſſant King, 
in | who can ſubdue all, and whoſe Arrows 
all  hall- be ſharp in the hearts of all his and 
he | our Enemies; and what more ſutable to 
c- | Perſons in ſuch. a circumſtance then ſuch 
4 King? We are dead, and Chriſt is 
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Life; and what more ſutable for the 
Dead then Life 2: We are poor, and miſe- 
rable; and Chriſt is gold to enrich us, 
Are wenaked ? Chriit is Cloathing for us; 
Are we blind? He is Eye ſalve for us; 
Are we in Priſon? He is Liberty: Are we 
Hungry ? He is Bread: Arg we Thirſty? 
He is the Water of Life, which thoſe that 
drink of ſhall never thirit: Are we trou- 
bled ? He is Reſt: Are we drooping and 
deſponding ? He is the | conſolation of 
Iſrail: Are we bewilder'd ? He isa Guide: 
Are we born down in our ſpiritual con- 
flicts? Heis the Captain of our Salvation, 
who will fight for us: O how ſutable 
every way is Chriit to ſouls, and being ſo 
ſutable, why ſhould he not be acceptable 
to us ? Poor (inner, 1s there any in Heaven 
or Earth that will ſo ſuit and anſwer the 
various wants and caſes of thy foul, as 
Chriit does and will ? Why then ſhouldſt 
thou not account him. worthy of all accep- 
tation ? 

4. There is ſweetneſs and delight in 
Chriſt : Trahit ſua quemque voluptas (ſays 
the Poet ) every one i drawn. and 
allur'd by pleaſure and delight -- V Vhat is 
it that makes fin, that curſed thing fin, 
pleaſing and grateful ty» ſo many ? Surely 
one great thing isthat pleaſure and delight 


which. 


A 
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which they find, at leaſt promiſe them- 


ſelves to find in it : and indeed general] 

the more ſweet and delightful things are, 
the more readily and greedily they are 
embraced by the Sous of Men: Why then 
ſhould not Chriſt be grateful and accep- 
table tous ? Ts there any ſo ſweet, fo 
pleaſant, ſo delightful as he? He is a 
Fountain of ſweetneſs, as well as Excel- 
lency : I find him ſo ſweet (ſays an 
Foly Man ſpeaking of Chriſt ) that my 
Love, ſuppoſe I would charge it to re- 
move from him, it would not obey me. 
How ſweet is his Love ! Thy Lowe #s better 
than Wine, ſays. the Spouſe, Cart. 1. 2. 
This ts that beſt Wine which goeth down 
ſweetly, cauſing the Lips of thoſe that are 
aſleep to ſpeak, Cant. 7.9. Yea, this is 
that will cauſe a dead Man to ſpeak and 
Live, as an Holy Man ſpeaks concerning 
it, - Experienced Souls will tell you, that 
there is more ſweetneſs in one deſcent of 


Love from Chriſt, than in all the delights 


of Sin and the Creature : This 1s that 
which ſweetens the ſharpeſt AMiction ; 
yea, this is that, and that alone, which 
ſweetens Death it felf, and enables the 
ſoul truly to triumph over it, Row. 8. latter 


end, O the ſweet bathing that there is in 


the Fountain of Chrilt's Love / How 
ſweet 
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ſweet are his Fruits? I ſat down under his 


 {hadow, ſayes the Spouſe, with great e- 
liobt, and his Fruits were ſweet to my taſte, 


Cant. 2. 3. By Fruits I underitand tne 
purchaſcs of his Blood, and the effects of 
his Love, Peace, Pardon, Righteouſneſs, 
Juſtification, SanCtification, and Holineſs, 
Acceptation with God, and the like : And 
O how ſweet are theſe / How pleaſant are 
theſe! With what ſolace-and ſatisfaction 
may a believing ſoul feed and feaſt himſelf 
upon theſe ! How ſweet is his preſence, 
entercourſe, and communion with him! 
This made the Spouſe to be glad, and re- 
Joyce in him, Cant. 1. 4. This indeed 
ſets the ſoul down at the very gate of 
Heaven, where he ſayes, 'tis good to. be 
here - ?Tis a bleſſed exclamation which 
L find one of the Ancients breaks: out 
into. O how good, and how ſweet, (1 bow 
good, and how pleaſant ts it, to dwell with 
thee, moſt ſweet Feſus, to converſe with 
thee, to reveal the concerns of our ſou's ti 
thee, and to enjoy thy conſolations ! And 
again elſewhere, O thou moſt ſweet and 
moſt loving Feſus, how ſweet ts it to thuik: 
of thee ! for while we are ſpraking and 
thinzin? of thee, thou art ſweetly preſet 
with 125,and our ſou's are filled with aeliy hy in 
the oduurs of thine Oyntments : And yd 

once 
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once more, O Lerd, wien at ainy tine 1 
partake inthis joy (ſpeaking of the joy of 


| Communion with him) 1 cry out, Lord, 


115 good to be here, let 314 build three Ta- 
bernacles here,one for Faith,one for Hope,one 
for Love. Andindeed who 1s there that knows 
what Communion with Chriit means, that 
does not find an incomparable ſweet- 
nefle, ſolace, and ſatisfaction in it ? :This 
is that which fills ſome with joy unſpeak- 
able and fall of glory, even here ; and 
this is that which will be tne joy and 
delight of Heaven for ever - Every way 
Chriit is a very Field of Pleaſure, a 
ver Paradiſe of Joy, and a very Foun- 
tain of Delight : O why, why then ſhould 
he not be more grateful and acceptable to 
us ? | 
5. There is durableneſſe and unchange- 
ableneſſe in Chriſt ; which being added to 
all the former, renders him even infinitely 
the more grateful and acceptable : Poſſ- 
bly ſome worth, ſome uſefulneſs,ſome ſuta- 
bleneſſe, ſome ſweetneſle and delight there 
may be found in the Creature,and Creature- 
Enjoyments ; but alas ! this allayes the ac- 
ceptableneſſe of all, that 'tis all fading, dy- 
ing, and changing : and indeed whatever 1s 


ſhort, and but for a ſcaſon, can't challenge _ 


any great acceptation - But now-Chrilt he is 
laſting, 
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laſting, durable, and unchangeable ; He is 
the ſame yeſtcr lay,to diy,ard for ever, Heb. 
13.8. What he was, he 1s; and what he 
is he alwaye3 will be: He was mot excel- 


| lent; moſt uſeful, mot ſutable, motſweet 


and delightful to ſouls ; and fo he is, and al. 
wayes will be: He (as one of the Ancients 
ſpeaks of him) « immutavle, he changes al 
things but 1s himſelf unchangeable,never new, 
never old, Hence alſo Chrilt himſelftells us, 
That he zs the Alpha and Omega, be that was, 
and. is, and 15 to come, Rev. 1.8. Heis 
ever the ſame in love, in beauty, in fulneſs, 
in faithfulneſs, and in all his deſtrableneſles: 
And O how gratefal and acceptable does this 
render him! All our enjoyments here below 
fade and change ; yea,we our ſelves change: 
Changes and War are upon us,as Fob ſpeaks; 
yea, ſome of us are daily waiting for our 
la't and great change:But O!Blefſed be God, 
Ciri't fades not, Chrilt changes not : What 
he was to, and what he has done for Couls 
formerly, that hes to, and that he can do 
for Souls now ; yea, and that he will be to, 
and will be able to do for Souls hereafter : 
For he is {till to come; a3 he was, and 1s, ſ0 
heisto come, which ts a ſweet word. Poor 
Soul, hitherto, it may be, thou haſt gone 
along through thy work and warfare with 
fome comfort and courage ; but that which 

damps 
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damps and terrifies thee,is the apprehenſion 


of what may be tocome. O ſayeſt thou, 


the Tryals that are to come, the Difficulties 
thatare to come, the Temptations that are 
to come, the Storms and Tempelts that are 
to come ! Well, Soul, for thy encourage- 
ment underall, know, that whatever is to 
come,Chriſt is to come too : Are there Try- 
als to come? Chriſt is to come too : Are 
there Difficulties and Temptations to come ? 
Chriſt is to come too : Arethere Storms and 


Tempeſts to.come ? Chriſt is to come too: | 


And while Chriſt is to come, fear not, only 
cloſe with him in a Marriage-Covenant, and 
make him thine, then come what will come, 
come what can come;,all will be well. Thus 
Chriſt is every way acceptable,and infinitely 
acceptable; and as ever,Soul, thou wouldit 
be indeed eſpouſed to him, dwell much in 
the ſtudy and contemplation of his accepta- . 
bleneſs : Labour to be poſſeſt with a dzep 
and daily renewed ſenſe of it, which will 
ſweetly draw and allure thy Soul to him. 


VI. V Vouldſt thou indeed be cſpouſed to 
Chriſt ? then be ſure that thou pitcheſt thy 
Faith aright upon him,and cloſeſt-in effectu- 
ally with him in a way of believing : 'Tis 
Faith that is both the great uniting, and the 
Sreat intereſting Grace z & unites us to 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and intereſts us in Chriſt - *Tis that 
as has been formerly declared and evinced, 
that puts Chriſt and the Soul into the boſom 
ani embraces of each others love, andby 
which the Marriage-Knot is tyed between 
them. If ever therefore thou wouldlt be in: 
deed eſpouſed unto him, look well to thy 


_ Faith, ſee that thou doſt pitch that aright 


upon him, cloſing with him, and embracing 
of him ; not by halves, but throughly ; nor 
feignedly,but intimately and cordially. But 
here ſome mayſay, How may we do to pitch 


. our Faith aright upon Chrilt, ſo as to get 


conjugal Union and Communion with him ? 
Three things muſt be done in order hereun- 
to, which I deſire youto look well to. 


[.See that you wholly quit and renounce 
your ſelves. 

I. Labour to get a right notion and ap- 
prehenſion of Chriſt. 

III. Be ſure to make a' rigt.t choice of 
him, being fo apprehended. 


I. Would you pitch your Faith aright up- 
on Chriſt, and be indeed eſpouſed to him ? 
Then ſee that you wholly quit and renounce 
your ſelves. Self and believing are atthe 
utmoſt diſtance from, and enmity with each 
other that is imaginable ; they are irrecon- 
cilably 
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cilably oppoſite each to other, and where 
Faith takes place,there Self vaniſhes and dies 
away,and that in all its notions, and with all 
its accompliſhments : Hence, ſayes Chriſt, 
If anyman will come after w;e,believe on me, 
be eſpouſed to meyler him deny himſelf,Mat. 
16. 24. Let bim deny himſelf, renounce him- 
ſelf, 'go out of himſelf, let Self become no- 
thing with him : And indeed, the Soul that 
believes in Chriſt, does go quite ont of him- 
ſelf, he ſees and feels himſeif to be a poor 
empty Nothing in all reſpects, he ſees and 
finds his Strength to be Weakneſs, his Wiſ- 
dom Folly, his Beauty Blackneſs, his Righ- 
teouſneſs Sin, his All Nothing : And thus 
mult we, if ever we indeed believe and pet 


Union with Ckriit, O my Beloved, one of 


the great things which ſtands between Faith 
and us, Chriſt and us, 1s Self : This indeed 
is the Souls Darling, the firſt Born (as one 
calls-it) of- his Love and Delights, and he - 
is loth to part with it ; but part with it he 


muſt, and renounce it he mult, or he can 


never believe aright, nor is he ever like to 
haveany part or lot in Chriſt : Every ſtep 
out of Self is a ſtep towards Chriſt and Faith 
in Chriſt ; and we muſt be divorced from 
the one, if ever we be married to the other: 
particularly you muſt quit and renounceself, 

cſpect- 
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eſpecially in this three fold Notion ; Selt- 
Will,Self-worth,Self-Intereſt. 

1. You muſt quit and renounce Self- Will: 
He that indeed believes, muſt in a ſort have 
no Wi of his own, but his Wi mult be 
wholly melted and reſigned up into the Wl 
of Chriſt : Hence the Chyrch is ſaid to be ſj 
ſubjefF unto Chriſt, Eph, 5.24. Weare apt 
to live in our own Wlls, and are exceeding 
fond of, and ſet upon having our Ws, and 
that how crofs and contrary ſoever they be 
to the Will of Chriſt : But if ever we be- 
lieve ſo as to get union with Chriſt,our ſtub- 
born Wills muſt bow, our proud Ws mult 
down, and mult in all things, as much as 1s 
poſlible,be referr'd and refign'd into Chrilts 
Will: and good reaſon, for his Wl! is the 
rule of goodneſs, as well as the firſt cauſe of 
all things : We muſt not think to ſay,we are 
Lords, but we muſt bow to Chriit as the 
Sreat and only Lord. | : 

2. You muſt quit and renounce Self- 
Worth, Self-Righteouſneſs; you muſt re- 
nounce all Worth and Righteouſneſs of your 
own 1n point of Fuſt:fication and Acceptati- 
02 with God, *Tis a great word which I ſhall 
ſpeak,Mens duties, living under the Goſpel, 
keep almoſt as many from Chriſt and believ- 
zag, as their {ins do': My meaning is,as the 
love of ſin keeps ſome, ſoconfidence in Du- 

r1eEs, 
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ies, a confidence in Self-Worth) Sel -Righ- 
couſneſs, keeps multitudes of others from 
hriſt and believing : And the truth is, my 
3eloved, this piece of Self 13 the great Idol 
ff the Soul, and that whi.h men are mar- 
vellouſly loth to quit and renounce'; and 
indeed tis often-times ſo painted, and, as it 
were, ſpiritualliz'd, acted with fo much 
are, and ſet out with ſo many Ornaments, 
that it would make any one in love with it - 
but yet this Idol, ſo dear as 'tis to the Soul, 
Emult be denyed and renounced, this Darling 
mult be caſt off, and that with loathing and 
abomination in reſpeE&t of Soul-ſaving, if 
ls Fever you believe, andare united to Chriſt : 
S End the Soul that indeed does believe, looks 
© Fupon himſelf to be the pooreſt,deſpicableſt, 
f Band undoneit Creature in the World not- 
e Fwithſtanding ail; he throws away not onely 
© Fhis Rags, but his Robes too, all his Privi- 
Fledges, all his Performances, all his Moral 
- MExcellencics and Attainments, as to a de- 
- Epcndance upon them for Life and Salvation; - 
r Fas you know Paul did, Phil,3.8,9. of which 
- Emore hereaſter. The Souls language in the 
| EWork of believing ts ſuch as this; lam a 
, Epoor, vile, empty nothing in my ſelf; I am 
- Ynothing, I can do nothing, and I deſerve 
e Ynothing; 1 am nothing but ſin, 1 can do 
- Ynothing but offend and provoke God, and 1 
, WE deſerve 
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deſerve nothing but frowns and death fromſſſyo# 
him : If ever I be ſaved, *t's Free Gracz#o! 
mutt ſave me; if everl End favour in Godſli 
fight,it muſt be purely from Grace in Chriſt 
Alas! I have wajked contrary to God al! m 
days; my heartand life both have beer, fulſſme 
of cnmity and provocation againit him, anddin 
my very Duties are damning, my be/? Rib. Ch 
reouſneſs being as filthy Rags , Ifa. 64. 6.Y at : 
And indeed, till it comes to this witi us, weſſſ anc 
are like to remain Fe ih to Chritt, and ſor 
Faith in Chriſt, I ſhall only ſay this furtherſſ tec 
as to this particular, That no men in theſſ] th: 
World are further off from Chriſt, and uni. ou 
on with him through believing, than ſuch as ly 
truſt in their own Worth, their own Righte-J] inc 
ouſneſs : Chriſt himſelf tells vs, That Pub. 
licans and Harlots do enter the Kingdomoffl 
Heaven before ſuch, Mat. 21.31. up 
3. You muſt quit and renounce Self-In. I thi 
tereſt ; that is toſay, you mult be at a part. he 
Ing point with all, you muit be willing to O 
forgoall your outward intereſts and concerns ry 
for Chriit, when he calls you to it, thinking] is 
noting too much or too good for him : this ri; 
ir1:t is expreſs in, ar. 10.37. He that th 
lvueth Father or Mother more XA mes not Þ le 
worthy of me: And he that loveth Son or Ec 
Daughter more » than me, is not worthy of me. fl a1 
f\nd again, Luke 14.33. Whoſoever he be of 


you, 


omſſyor,that forſaketh nst all that he hath,he can- 
ace 
dd; 
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vor be my Diſciple. ina word, the meanings 
isnot, that all that come to Chtri.t muſt aQu- 
ally forſake all thoſe things, and deny them- 
ſelves as to the enjoyment of ttzem ; but the 
meaning is, (firſt) that we muſt havea very 
diminutive love for theſe in compariſon of 


| Chriſt, And ( ſecondly ) that we mult be 


at a parting point with all for Chriſt's ſake, 
and at Chriſt's call, And truly, 'tis but rea- 
ſon we ſhould be ſo; he that aCtually par- 
ted with ſo much for us,does highly deſerve 
that we ſhould be in a readineſs to part with 


.M our little All for him : Thus we muſt whol- 


ly quit and renounce our ſelves,if we would 
indeed believe and have union with Chritt, 


-H. Would you pitch your Faith aright 
upon Chriſt,and'be indeed eſpouſed to him ? 
then labour to get a right notion and appre- 
henſion of him, as the great object of Faith. 
One great reaſon why many fail and miſcar- 


1yin their Faith, and ſo fall ſhort of Chritt, 


is their Ignorance of hit; they bave not a 
right Notion and apprehenſion of Chriſt, as 
the great Object of Faith ; and indeed, un- 
leſs Chriſt be rightly known and apprehend- 
ed by us,we arenever like to pitch our Faith 
aright upon him : How ſhall they believe 


have 
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have nit heard? Rom. 10.14. How ſhall 
they belicve ?5, e. Nien cannot believe aright 
no one that has not becn reveal'd and made 
known tothem - a blind, Ignorant Faith is 
never like to reaca union and communion 
with Chritt; and, my Beloved, if we would 
believe aright on Coriit, we muſt know him 
arignt, and apprenend him aright, Faith, in 
Scripture, 13 ſometimes expreſt by know: 
ledge, 7ohn 17. 3. Not that knowledge 
alone is afl that is requiſite to Faith ; bur it 
notes thus much to us, that the knowledge 
of Chritt is ſuch a requiſite to believing,that 
there can be no true believing without it; 


Hence alſo Chriſt ſpeaks of ſeeing the Son,ſf 


and believing on him; ſeeing before believ. 
ing, and ſceing in order to believing : This # 
the will of him that fent me, That whoſaever 
ſeeth the Son and bilieveth on him, ſhould 
bave everlaſting life, John 6.40, By ſeerng 


the Son, here weare to underſtand the true 
Knowledge of Chriſt : Hence alſo they that 
come to Chriſt, and believe ſavingly on him,ſſ 


are ſaid, in order thereunto,: to be taught o) 


God, and to have beard, and learn'd of tht 


Father, John 6. 45. | And pray what have 


they been 7anughr of God ? what have they 
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learn'd of him, but the knowledge of Chriſt, ) 

as the great object of Faith? at leaſt thisis}|* 

enc great Leſſon, which all that believe * C 
an 
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and mutt learn, As ever therefore you would 
«Mpitch your Faith aright upon Chriſt, labour 
; "Yo know andjapprehend him aright; labour 
nj know and apprehend him,as he is revealed 
q - offered in the Goſpel. Particularly, 
nfl 7. View andapprehend himin his God- 
\ iead and Divine Nature : The Goſpel re- 
({cales him in his Divinity, it propounds him 
«$2 our Faith, as God, rhe rrue God, thegreat 
0-04, the mighty God, God over all; and thus 
c ould Faith eye and apprehend him : Thus 
Thomas his Faith apprehended him, when 
ſe ſaid, ſy Lord, and my God, John 20.25, 
* indeed nothing but a God- head, an in- 
; Paite, eternal, unchangeable God- head is 
;þ Foundation rong enough for Faith to build 
pon. 
f 2. Viewand apprehend him in his Perſo- 
il Relation ; not onely as GoJ, but alſo as 
8-24 the Son and ſo as diitinguiſh'd from the 
ar er :: Thus the Goſpel rzyeals and pro- 
n bounds him to our Faith, an4 thus alſo 
ould our Faith view anJ apprenenJ him : 
hus Peter's Faith, with the reſt in whoſe 
am? he ſpake, dideye and apprehend him, 
il 0an 6. 69. Ie believe, and are ſure (ſaid 
p) that then art that Ch i/t, the Son of the 
h; off9'ng God: There is a diltinct nonour due 
a F P every Perſon in tae Sacred Trinity ; and 
4 emoredi.tincty our Faith eyes and appre- 
M 3 henc's 
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tends Chriit ir. nis Perſo14l Relation,as Son, 
the more compleat 3ri5,2nd the more it gives 
him the honour of that Relation, 

3. View and apprehend him in his Huma- 
nity, or as the Son of God Incarnate : The 
Goſpel reveals and propounds Chriſt as the 
object of Faith, to us, not ſimply as God 
and as God the Son, but as God the Son in- 
carnate, as the Word made Fleſh, John 7. 14. 
or as God manifeſted in the fleſh,1 Tim. 3.16, 
As having taken humane Nature into perſo- 
nal union with himſelf, and ſo is both God 
and Man inone perſon ; and thus alſo ſhoul 
Faith eye and apprehend him: You believei 
Ged, ſays he, believe alſo in me, Jonn 1. 14. 
Hence alſo he ſpeaks ſo often of eating hi 


7 ? 
f 


Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, and of givin 


his Fleſh for the Life of the World; and with: 
all tells us, that his Fleſh is ear indeed,and 
his Blood Drink, indeed, John 6.51, 53 
545556. By all which he ſignifiesto us 
that our Faith muſt reſpe&t and apprenene 
him as Man, as well as God: as the Sor 


Incarnate ; and inieed thus he is the next ani 


molt immediate Object of Faith : The Ged 
head or Divinity is the ultimate object« 
Faith ; bur Chriſt, the Son incarnate, is tht 
next and moſt immediate object of Faith 
Hence we are ſaid by hiw to believe in God 
I Pet. 1, 21, Faith firſt eyes Chrilt * 


Ai 
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Man, or the Son Incarnate, and by him 
comes ultimately to object it ſelf upon 
God : The humanity is jarus ad Divinita- 


ie, ( as one ſpeaks of it) a Gate to the 


Divinity, that by which our Faith paſlesto 
the God-head : And (as a great Divine 
ſpeaks) he that comes not to Chriſt as many 
ſhall never come to him as God; The Truth 
is, Faith cannot deal with God immediately, 
but as God cloathed with our Nature. 

4. View and apprehend him in his Office 
of Mediatorſhip : The Goſpel reveals and 
propounds Chriſt to our Faith in his Office, 
it propounds and reveals him as Chriſt, as 


| the true Meſſah and Saviour of the World, 
;j as one ſeal'd, ſent, and anointed by the Fa- 
nl ther for the redemption of loſt Souls, and. 
| thus. alſo ſhould Faith eye and apprehend 
| him - So alſo did Perer's Faith apprehend 


him : Tbou art Chriſt (ſays he) the Son 6f 
the living God, Mat, 16.16, Hence we read 
of believing that Feſiu ts the Chriſt, 1 John 
5. 1. Hence alſo Chriſt tells the Jews, /f 


ye believe net that I am he, ye ſhall die in 


yeur ſins, John 8. 24. If ye believe not that 
1 am be, 1,e, that I am the Meſſiah, the 


g Chriit, the Saviour that was promiſed. O! 


Faith-1s ſhort of that notion it ſhould have of 


F Chriſt, unleſs it thus cyes him in his Office. 


5. Viewand apprehend him in his infinite 
M :. ability 
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ability and ſufficiency for the diſcharge ofhis 
Ofttice : The Goſpel revcals and propounds 
him to our Faith, as one able to ſave to the 
very uttermoſt ; and accordingly ſhould our 
Faith eye and apprehend him, Aeb 7.25, 
[tr reveals him indeed both as an onely and 
alſufficient Saviour : as an onely Saviour; 
Look unto me, and be ſaved, all ye ends if 
theearth; for I am God,and there 1s none be- 


fears meſa. 45.22. Neither ts there Salva 


tion in any other;nor us there any other Name 
given under Heaven, whereby we may be ſa- 
ved but his only, AQs 4. 12, Andas analſut. 
ficient Saviour; Ay Fleſh i Meat indeed, 
and my Blood is Drink inaced, (ſays he) 
and he that eateth me, even he ſhall live by me, 
John 6. 55, 57. It reveals him in the inhi- 
nite virtue of his Blood, the inexhauliible 
fulneſs of his Grace, the compleatneſs of 
his Obedience, the exccllency of his Righ- 
teouſneſs, the perfection of his Satisfaction, 
and the like ; and thus ſhould our Faith eye 
and apprehend him. O labour for ſuch a 
notion and apprehenſion of Chriſt as this is: 
as ever you would believe aright, and be 
indeed eſpouſed to Chriſt, labour for a 
ſound, clear, diftin&t knowledge of him, as 
the great object of Faith : Pray much for 4 
Spiret of Wiſdom and Revelation in the know- 
{cage of him; that was the Apoſtles prayer 

| * for 
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for the Epheſians in this caſe, Eph,1.7.and Ict © 
it be yours for your ſelves. 


HI. Would you pitch your Faith aright 
upon Chriit, and be indeed efpouled to him ? 
Then be ſure to mate a right choice or cle- 
Ction of him, being thus known and appre- 
hended. To have aright notion and appre- 
henſion of Chriſt, is good and neceſlary, in 
order to union with him by believing ; but 
tis not enough; no, Chriſt being known 
and apprehended, mult alſo be choſen and. 
embrace by us, and that as he 1s revcaled 
and offered in the Goſpel. To know and 
apprehend Chriit, 1s an act of the Mind or 
Underftanding ; but to chuſe and embrace 
Chriſt, isan act ofthe Will and Aﬀections 
and though Faith has its riſe and inchoation 
in the mind, yct its complement and per- 
tection it has in the Will and AﬀecCtions ; 
theſe liking, chuling, and embracing of him, 
and that in a way ſutable to what the mind 
ſces and appretiends concerning him; and, 
this mult be added to the former, or there is 
noright believing, and ſo no conjugal union 
and communion with Chriſt; Hence that of 
the Apoltle, 1h the heart Man belicueth 
unto Righteouſneſs, Rom. 10, 10, True be= 
lieving thenis with the Heart; now by the 
heart here,as alſogenerallyelſewher in Scrip- 
M$ ture;, 
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ture.is meant the will and feCtions;accord. 
ingly to believe with the Heart, is for the 
V Vill and Afﬀections to chuſe and embrace 
Chriſt, as he is revealed and offered in the 
Goſpel; this is called a receiving of Chriſt, 
John 1. 12. VVe receive Chriſt into our 
V Vills, when we chuſe him, and adhere 
to him for Life and Salvation-z and we re- 
ceive himinto our affections, when we love 
him, defire him, and ceiight in him; and 
this is believing : To believe, ſays Calvin, 
1 nothing elſe but tochuſe aud embrace Chriſs 
with 4 ſincere affection of mind, as hes re- 
veal'd and offer d in the Coſpe! : And thy 
;ndced is. the preat vital aCt of Faith, and 


that whereby our Conjugal- Union: and | 


Communion with Chrift is more eſpecially 
bronght about : This is that which makes 
Chritt ours, and puts: us i120 the poileſion 
of him: A4ary, ſays Chiilt, hu ch/en the 
better part, woich ſhall never b: taken from 
her, Luxe 10. 42, She had chnofen Chriſt, 
and her- choice . of him had made him her 
awn; and {o nerown, as that ſhe could ne- 
ver loſe him, never be deprived of him : 
Indeed a right choice of Chriſt makes him 
ours, it-unites us to him; and intereſts us in 
him for ever.A little further to help. you in 


this buſineſs, know that a right- choice of 


Chriſt isaccompliſh't by theſe.three ſteps. 
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7. The Soul apprehending- Chriſt (as 
before) likes him, and approves of him, as 
tne belt and molt ſutable Saviour, the moſt 
lovely and defireable object in Heaven or 
Earih : The Soul ſaycs of Chriſt, as they did. 
of the Land of Canaan, Nuinb. 14.7. The 
Land (ſay they) #5 an exceeding good Land: 
So this Ciriit, ſayes the Soul, is an exceed- 
ing good Chriſt,this Saviour is an. exceeding 
c008 Saviour ; there's none like him;there's 
no beauty like his beauty,no blood like his. 
blood, no fulncſs like his fulneſs, no love like - 
his Love. 
2, The Soul deſires him, and longs after: 
him, and that with a {trong, ardent, and 
vigorous affection : This is call d bxngring 
and thirſting after Chriſt, Matth, 5.6. The 
Soul ſeeing Chriſt, and approving of him, 
lengingly criesout ; O a Chriſt, a Chriſt / O3 
that this good Chriſt vere gee | 
3.The Soul is by Grace'{weetly and pow- * 
erfully determined upon Chriſt ; ſoasacCtu- 
ally to make aſolema and deliberate choice | 
of him, ſingling him out from all other 
things in Heaven and Earth, as the- belt and: 
moſt deſirable good, and moſt worthy of his; 
deareſt and moſt intimate embraces :: The- 
$oul now pitches his choice upon Chrilt to 
be his Head and Husband, His Lord, and: 
Saviour; his relt, his treaſure, his appels, 
M58 
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his all. for ever: Now by theſe ſteps, ſee 


that you come up to make a right choice of 
Chriſt; be ſure that you like him, and ap- 
prove of him, as the beſt and moſt deſirable 
obje in Heaven or Earth: Truly if you 
view him aright, you can t butlike him, and 
approve of him as ſuch : See that the deſire 
of your Soul; be indeed towards him above 
all others : View him, till you fall in Love 
with him, yea, till you fall ſick of love for 
nm ;-and be ſure not to reſt, till you get 
your w1ls ſweetly and powerfully determin- 
ed upon him, ſo determined upon him, as 
to make a free, ſolemn, deliberate choice of 
hm, paſſing by all other Lovers, and taring 
htm alone 1nto the boſon and embraces of 
your Faith and Love, Now that you may 
be fureto male a right choice of Chritt,ſuch 
a choice of Chrit as may make him yours, 
and tie the Marriage-Knot between him and 
you, obſerve herein theſe five cr ſz great 
Rules. 

1. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace 


Thriſt himſelf, and not ſomewhat elſe in- 


ſtead of him. *Tis a great and awakening. 
fying which a worthy Divine has; any 
ow, ſays he, take Chriſt by gzeſs ; but be 
fare that it be he, and 6n6'y he whom ye em- 
brave © us ſweet Smell, his lovely Yoice, his 
fain Face, bis gracious worbgng in the Soul 


W1ill. 


pill ſoon tell if it be' he or no. Sofſayl, be 
re that it be he ; many miſtake the Object, 
hey cloſe with ſomewhat elſe inſtead of 
hriſt ; at beſt, they chuſe Chriſt's Portion, 
his Benefits, his Priviledges, his Purchaſes, 
but not his Perſon : But my advice to youis, 
itch on nothing ſhort of the Perſon of 
hriſt; then. is our Faith beyond all doubt 
ightly pitch't upon Chriſt, when Chriſt him- 
ſelf, not his Benefits and Priviledges onely, 
are choſen and embraced by us, A Marri- 
age, if right, is between Perſon and Perſon, 
not between Perſon and Portion, Perſon and 
Eſtate, that being a reſulting thing : So here 
in this Spiritual Marriage, Faith does not 
marry the Soul to the Portion, Benefits, and 
Priviledges of Chriſt, butto Chriſt himſelf. 
True, Idon't ſay (firſt) but that true Faith 
gives the Soul an intereſt in all the Bene- 
fits, Priviledges, and Purchaſes of Chriſt : 
Nor ( ſecondly) do l ſay, that the Soul may 
not have an eye to theſe, anda reſpect to 
theſe in his choice of, and cloſe with Chriſt : 
yea, uſually theſe are the firſt thing that Faith 
has inits eye : The firſt thing the Soul looks 
at, and is taken-with, when he is drawn'to 


Chriſt, uſually 1s that Peace, that Pardon, 


that Righteouſneſs, that deliverance from 
Sin, Death, and Hell, which he ſees is 
found and treaſured upin Chriſt for Sous : 
But: 
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But though theſe things be ſo, yet the Salfſhur, 

does, and mult go higher, he mult look afſhfſerc 
and pitch upon the. Perſon of. _hritt, or hiſfGod « 
Faith is not ſo right and compleat as it oughſhent 4 
tobe. Alas! 'tis the Perſon of. Chriit ths 
is the great Fountain: of a!l.Grace, and alfþ; $a1 
Manifeitations from God to us ; and Faitifhim 
accordingly does cloſe in-with his:PerſonYand 
The Spouſes Faith ſeems ſo to do,Ca.5. 1oftoge 
She had her eye upon the Perſonal BeautytNo! 
and Glory of Chriſt, and accordingly emfhim 
braced him with her Faith and Love : HenceSan 
alſo you have ſo often thoſe expreſſions; lyot 
ſought him whom my Soul loved; and ſaw yoiſſing 
him whom my Soul loverh ? Her love, and fo hin 
her Faith was fixt upon Chrilt himſelf; and an 
thus do you fix your Faith and Love uponfſ br: 


| him; ſo ſhall you be. ſyxe not to miſs of aÞÞ Lc 


Conjugal-Union and Communion with him, Þſ pa 

2. Be ſure that you chooſe a whole Chritt, | a 
and not a part of him only : My meaning is, Þ u: 
ſee that you chuſe and embrace Chriſt in allÞ u; 
his Offices, as a King as well as a Prieſt, as] h 
a Lord as well as a Saviour; anJ as inall his] e 
Othices, ſo for all thoſe ends and uſes forþ / 
witch God hasdeſign'd him, andthe Goſpel Þ} | 
revealed himto us; for Holineſs, as-well as | | 
Righteoutneſs ; for Sanctification, as well || 
as Juſtification. I need nottell you, that 


 Chiilt is a Lord and King as wellas a Savi- 


our, 
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yoſfgur, and that as ſuch he is revealed and: 
K aþfered in the Goſpel ito our Faith: Him hath 
r hifkGod exalted 4 Prince and Saviour to give re- 
Wentance unto Iſrael,. and remiſſion of* ſins , 
a&ts5. 31. and they that will have him- as 
| af; Saviour to give them pardon, mult have 
him as a Prince to give them repentance - 
and you know Chriſt's Reft and hisYoak gv 
together intheGoſpel-offer, Mar.11.28,29, 
Nor necd 1 tel] you, that God has appointed 
him, and the Goſpel reveals him to be our: 
\ceFSanCtification as well as our Juſtification: So 
; {you-have it expreſly, 1 Cor. 1,30, Accord- 
oF ingly, thendo we chuſe Chriſt, and embrace 
{oF him aright, when we chuſe and embrace.him 
ndJ ander each notion ; when we chuſe and em- 
onfl brace him not as a Saviour onely, but as a. 
a Lord too; not onely as a Prieſt to procure - 
nl pardon and reconciliation for us, but alſo as. 
tE a Prince, to Rule, Govern, and Command 
Sf us; not only as our Righteouſneſs to juſtifie 
If us, but-as-a Fountain of Grace to make us. 
SY holy; and thus true Faith does chooſe and 
$f embrace him, 1/a. 45. 24. Surely ſhall one: 
rf ſay,. in the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and _ 


UN frength :. Mark, Faith chuſes Chriſt not on+ 
$ | ly for Righteouſneſs, but for Strength too; 
| 8 Righteouſneſs for Juſtification; Strength for. 
8 Holineſs, and Sanctification, Chriſt's Jan- 
guage to the Soul, inthe tender of himfelt, 
| 15> 


_ _ 
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is ſuch as this; Poor Soul, thou art ing 
dead, loit, undone condition, God is wroth 
with thee, Hell gapes for thee, Juſtice calls 
aloud for vengeance againit thee ; and there 
isno hope, no help, no ſalvation for thee, 
but in and by me, and union with me - Ani 
loe./ lam willing to be{tow my felt, with all 
my fulneſs upon thee : But remember this, 
that le rule and command thee : 1f I be thy 
Saviour, I'le be thy Lord and King too - If 
thou wilt ſhare in myRedemption,thou mult 
be content to bear my Yoke, to bow to m 
Scepter, to ſubmit to my Laws and King. 
dom-: Accordingly, Faith's anſwer, if right, 
is this ; Content, Lord, 'tis but fit, that he 
that Saves ſhonld rule and reign, that he that 
Redeems fhould be bowed and ſubmitted to: 
and I do willingly give up my ſelf to thy 
holy and ſpiritual Government, thy Yokeis 
ealie, thy Scepter is Righteous, thy King- 
dom is full of Peace and Joy, and Idefire 
to come under them : I would have thee to 
make me holy, as. well as righteous ; to ſub- 
due this rebellious heart of minc, and to rule 
1n meby thy pure Spirit, as well as to ſave 
me by thy perfect obedience : O ſee, that 
thus you chuſe and embrace whole Chriſt, 
elſe yourFaith is not right-nor are you like to 
attain unto a Conjugal-Union, and Commy- 
nicn with him, | 

Be 
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3.' Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt ſingly. 


f and alone, and not joyn ſomewhat elſe with 


him: Some are for compounding with 
Chriſt, they would -joyn ſomewhat elſe in 
Partnerſhip with him but as Chriſt muſt 
not be divided, ſo neither will he be com- 
pounded, he will be all, or nothing at all to 
Souls; and fo true Faith cloſes with him : 
Hence with the new Creature Chriſt is ſaid to 
be all, and in all, Col. 3. 11. The Patri- 
archs(as one obſerves) had many of them a 
VVife and a Concubine, but it is not ſo here ; 
no, as Faith chuſes a whole Chriſt, fo it 
chaſes a naked Chrift, Chriſt ſingly and a- 
lone, without joyning any ting elſc in Part- 
nerſhip with him : It matches the Soul to 
Chriſt with an abſolute excluſion of all other 
Matches : Indeed Faith ſecs enough in a fin- 
ole Chriſt, anaked Chriſt, without the help 
of any thing elſe, and accordingly chuſes 
andembraces him - And ſo muſt your Faith 
chufe aud embrace him, or you are like to 
miſs of Conjugal- Union and Communion 
with him : You muſt chuſe him {ingly and 
alone, joyning nothing with him, and that 
eſpecially in the great buſineſs of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Acceptation with God: Some would 
fain compound with Chriſt in this buſineſs; 
they would have Chriſt,but theywould have 
their own Duties too; they would have his 
Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, but they would have their 
own Righteouſneſs too ; they would have 
theirs bear a ſhare with his in the point of 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtification before God, 
Thus 'twas with the Jews of old, Row.9. 37, 
32, with Ch, 10 beg. 'Tis ſuid,T hey followed 
after the Law of Righteouſneſs,but atttained 
not tothe Law of Righteouſneſs : An1 why? 
Becauſe, ſayes thc Apoſtle, they ſought it not 
by Faith, but, as it were,by the Works of the 
Law : and Chap. 10.3. They went about, tis 
ſaid,to eftabliſh thetr own Righteouſneſs, and 
ſubmitted not themſelves to the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, Prgy obſerve, (fir{t) they were 
addicted to,and look't for Salvation by their 
own Righteouſneſs. (Secondly,) Though 
they were addicted to their own Righteouſ- 
neſs, and would fain live by it, yet they 
feemed not to cleave wholly to that, but 
would have Chriſts and theirs joyned toge- 
ther ; therefore tis ſaid, They ſougot ir nit 
by Faith, but, as it were.by the Works cf the 
Law, i.e. They were neither wholly for 
Chriſt, nor wholly for Self, but partly. for 
the one, and partly for the other, joyning 
Self with Chriſt, And ( thirdly) this left 
them ſhort of Righteouſneſs, Life, Salva- 
tion, and al] : For *tis ſaid; that upon this 


account they attained not unto the Law of 


Righteouſneſs. Tojoyn. Self with Chriſt in 
this 


_—_ FT Wits _- 
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this Point, 1s as dangerous and deſtructive, 
as to ſet up Seif againlt Chritt, Thus (I fay) 
'twas with the Jews of old, and tnus 'tis 
with the Papiſts now : But, my Beloved,if 
ever you would pitch your Faith aright up- 


on Chriſt, you muſt not once think of thus 
compounding the bulineſs between Him and 


Self; but Chriſt mult be ail in all ; VVe muſt 
ſhut our eyes againit all other things in Point 
of Juſtification, and muſt go forth ſingly 
and nakedly to Chriſt, venturing our eternal 
All upon the alone bottom of his everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs. *Tis Calvins obſervation 


upon. the place laſt quoted, That the foun- 


aation of, or firſt ſtep towards our obtain- 
ing an intereſt in the Righteouſneſs of 
God, ts for a man to renounce and go out of 
his own Righteouſneſs, Thus, I am ſure, 
Pauls Faith choſe and embracedChrilt, Phzl. 

3. 7,8,9. Thoſe things which were gain ta me 
(ſayes he) thoſe Tcounted loſs for Chriſt ; yea 
doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs for 
the excellency of the knowleag of Chriſt Feſws 
my Lord, for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of 
all things, and do count them but dungthat I 
may win Chriſt, and be found tn him, not 
having mine own Righteouſneſs which ts of the 
Law, but that which is th-onch the Faith of 
Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which ts of God by 
Faith, Pray mark, his Faith here _— 
vn 
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ana embraces Chrit for his Righteouſneſs 
and Jutification, and herein he joyns nothins 
with him ; he pitches ſingly andnakedly up- 
on Chri't alonz, renouncing all other thing3z 
waoatever; he had as much. of his owa to 
have lein't & depznded upon in this point,as 
any meer man that ever lived ſince fin enter- 
ed the World ; for,in Priviledges,in Graces, 
in Services, and in Suffzrings for Chriit, (1 
am apt tothink) he excelled all meer men; 
but yer he relts onnone of thefe, no,nor ſo 
much as joyns any thing of it with Chrit, 


but rejects and renounces all, and that with. 


the greatelt loathing and deteſtation in the 


point of Ju'tification, cleaving fingly and | 


nikedly to Chriſt alone : ſays he, I account 
all but loſs, yea, dung,that is, as the molt vile 
an1 loathſome thing; and I would not be 
found in it for a thouſand Worlis. Taz trut'1 
1s, to joyn any thing of our own with Chritt 
in tais huſineſs,is what excludes us from any 
ſhire in Carit, or any benefit by Carilt; fo 
much the Apo'tle is expreſs in Ga!. 5 .2,3.4. 
Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be 
cercumciſed, Criſt ſhrill profit you nothing ; 


for 1 teſtifie ag ain to every man that 15 circum: 


ciſed, that he 1s a debtor to do the whole Law: 
Chriſt is become of no eſfett unto you,w T9ever 
of you are juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen 
from Grace, The ſum of the Apoltles deſign 

13 
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is to ſhew,that to joyn any thins of our own 
with Chritt in the buſineſs of Righteouſ- 
neſſe and Juſtification, and not reit pure'y 
and entirely upon him, is what ſhuts us out 
from any part and lot in Chriſt,or any bene- 
fit and advantage by him; for,pray obſerve, 
there were among the Galatians, ſome who 
did mſcere Chriſt um cum Lege, as Calvins 
expreſſion is, they did joyn the Law with 
Chriſt, preſſing and taking up Circumciſion 
asa part of thatRighteouſneſs whereby they 
expected to be juſtified and ſaved : They 
werenot ſo groſs in their minds, (as that 
orcat Divine there obſerves) as to expect 
Salvation meerly by the obſervation of the 
Law, and their own Obedience; but they 
were for ſharing the buſineſle between this 
and Chriſt : Now what ſayes Paul to them, 
and by what docs he labour to antidote the 
Believers among them againſt this great er- 
ror ? Why,(firit) he tells them plainly, that 
ifthey will joyn either Circumciſion, or any 
thing elſe of their own with Chriſt in this 
matter, then Chriſt ſhall profir them nothing, 
ver. 2. And he aſſerts the ſame thing, ver, 4., 
Chriſt, ( ſayes.he) is become of noeffe&t to you 
;.e, You ſhall have no part in Chriſt, no be- 
nefit by Chriſt ; Chriſt is of no uſe, no be- 
nefit, no advantage to you, no more than if 
he-had never been : And indeed, as one ob- 
| ſerves 
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ſerves upon the place, YYhoever us but for 
an half Chriſt in this buſineſs loſes all of 
Chriſt. (Secondly,) He tells them, that 
if they will have any thing of their ownto 
bear ſhare with Chriſt in the matter of their 
Salvation, they are Debtors ro ao the whole 


Law : If they will have their obedience 
tothe Law, to have any ſhare in their ac- 
ceptation with God, then they muſt keep 
the whole Law, for elſe all were nothing : 
"Tis a great Speech of a Learned Interpre- 
ter upon theſe words; Whoever, (ſayes he) 
& a Debtor to do the whole Law, can never 
eſcape death, becauſe he will alwayes remain 
under guilt ; for no one will ever be found, 
who will be able to fulfil or ſatisfie the Law, 
ſuch an Obligation therefore us the certain 
damnation of the man that lies under it, 
Thus you ſee, there muſt be nothing elſe 
of our own joyned with Chriſt in the mat- 
ter of our Righteouſneſs and Juſtification 
with God ; but our Faith muſt cleave fin- 
ply and nakedly to Chriſtalone : The truth 
is, Chriſts Righteouſneſle alone is ſufficient 
to ſave and juſtifie the worſt of ſinners: 'tis 
the Righteouſneſs of God, 2 Cor. 5. 21, 


and the Righteouſneſs of the Law, Rom. 
8. 3. A Righteouſneſs every way adequate 
and commenſurate to the ſtricteſt demands 
of Law and Juſtice, a Righteouſneſſe as 

long 
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long, as broad, as deep, as high, as the 
fn and. guilt of the moſt Scarlet, Crimſon 
Sinncrs can be, and wiy ſhould any think 
of joyning any thing therewith? Truly ſo 
to do, isto reflect great diſhonour upon it, 
and upon the Wiſdom and Grace of Gcd 
in ordaining it for our Juſtification and Sal- 
vation. and as we muſt joyn nothing with 
Chriſt in the matter of Righteouſneſs and 
Jultification, ſo neither muit we joyn any 
thing with him in the matter of our Sancti- 
ficationand Holineſs : We ſhould look for 
no Grace, no Holineſs but what comes from 
him, and is wrought in us by him: Nor in- 
deed will God own any thing for Grace and 
Holineſs in us at lait,thatdoes not come from 
him : In all reſpects therefore let the lan- 
guage of your Souls be, O none but Chriſt, 
none but Chriit, 

4.. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt and em- 
brace him as your Reſt and Happineſs; and 
not only as one that is to bring you untoReit 
and Happineſs : Chriit, my Beloved,is not 
only the way and means to bring men unto 
Happineſs, but he alſo is himſelf their Hap- 
pineſs, and asſuch he is tendered to us, and 
ſhould be choſen and embraced by us: 7 am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life, (ſays he) 
Fobn 14.16. that is, as one gloſles upon it, 
I am the Beginning, the Progreſs, and Per- 
tection 


 Calvins obſervation upon theſe words, The 
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fetion of a Chriſtians Happineſs : Sure[ 
am, as Chriſt, confidered as the Way, is 
the Means, and what leads us unto Happi- 
neſs; ſo Chriſt, conſidered as the Life, is him- $® 
ſelf our Happineſs, our ſupream Happineſs; 
and indeed, we come to Chrilt as the Life,by 
Chriſt as the VVay. Sweet is that ſaying 
which I have read in one of the Ancients on 
this place ; We, thy People, (ſayes he, ſpeak. 
ing to Chriſt) do come by thee to thee,becauſe 
thou art the Way, the Truth, and the Life ; 
the Way in thy E.cample,theTruth in the Pro- 
miſe,the Life in the Reward: I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life: 4.e, as another ex- 
pounds it, I am the onely right Way, the ſuf © 
preamTr uth, the true Life,the bleſſed Life, 
the increated Life, And ſutable hereunto is 


ſum, ſayes he, of this Sentence 1s this, He 6, 
whoever he be, that obtains and poſſeſſes © 
Chriſt, can want nothing + whoever there- 
fore 15 not content with |. 113 alone,aſpires af- 
rer ſomething beyond the ultimate and higheſi 
perfettion, And then he concludes thus, / 
any one turns aſide from Chriſt, he can do no- 
rhing but erre,if any one does not reſt in him, 


he elſe-where feeds upon nothing but wind ] 

and vanity: If any one makes out after any 4 
thing beyond him, he will find Death in- ba 
ſtead of Life, O there are infinite Beau- WM 


_ 
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tics, Delights, and PerfeQtions in Chriit, 
whereby he is able to fill and ſatisfie us, and 
make us happy : And for my own part, asI 
delirenever to be happy if Chriſt be not a- 
ble to bring me to happineſs, ſo I deſire no 


is, or can be to me. - Q, there's all in him, 
all to fall, all to comfort, all to delight and 
raviſh, all to ſolace and ſatisfie the largeſt 
DB faculties of eternal Souls. Aſay I have bur 
'B Chriſt, fays Rutherford, I ſhall think, my ſelf 
as well Heaven'd as any whatever, Truly he, 
and he alone is centrum quietativinm, -as the 
Schools ſpeak,. the quieting, reſting center 
Kof the Soul. And fo the P/almiſ tells us, 
P{al.116. 7. Indeed he in his preſence, and 
our enjoyment of him, is Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs : ?Tis the higheſt happineſs which 
Chriſt promiſes his People here,Foh. 14.21. 
and *tis the highelt happineſs which his Peo- 

ple reckon upon or hope for hereaſter, Phil. 
7.253. Anſwerable whereunto is the Obſer- 
vation of one upon thoſe words of Chriſt to 
the Thief upon the Croſs, Luke 2 3.4.3. This 
day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe ; With 
Me, (ſays he) O wonderful goodneſs ! he 
does not ſay ſimply, thou ſhalt be in Para- 


® —. —w he, —__ wy 


ſhalt be with Me, thou ſhalt be ſatisfied with 
"Wb: whom thou deſireſf., Thus Chriſt is the 
N Reſt 


better or greater happineſs than what Chriſt . 


diſe, or thou (halt be with Angels; but thou 
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Reſt and ſupream Happineſs of Souls ; ani{Þ* © 
accordingly our Faith ſhould chuſe and em:=6<r? 
brace him : I will not ſay, there is not trueſſ'<? 7 
Faith, where tie Soul does not come up tofff®#” 
ſuch a choice of Chrilt, as this 1s; But thi «ke 
Fle ſay, That though Faith at firſt may noN'4-- 
thus chuſe Chriſt yet afterwards,as.it growſ69* 
u; more towards perfection, 1t does com are | 
to chuſe Chrilt under this rotion : And thelffet Bl: 
more cCiltinCt it is in chuſing Chriſt, as the but 1 
ſupream Reſt and Happineſs of the Soul, theſſ9V© 
more compleat and perfc& it is, Faithy$!! 
language to Chriſt, when come to any ma; tre ( 
turity, is ſuch as this ; Lord, as all my Life hr 
is in. thy Death, all my Healing in thy chuſ 
Wounds, all my Rightcouſneſs in thy Obe him 
dience; ſo all my Happineſs 1s in thy Pre hu 
ſence, all my Heaven in the Boſom and em® E 
braces of thy Love : Nor have I any in Hea: ed 
ven but thee, neither u5 there any upon earthMm 
that 1 deſire beſides thee,Pſal.,73,25. O thug 
chuſe Chrit! chuſe himas the Reſt, the SofÞ%©l] 
lace, the Happineſs of your Souls,and neverſſi'"P 
think of any thing elſe to be the leaſt part 0 n's | 
your Happineſs beſides Chriſt. isto 

5. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace reſo 
Chriſt with his Croſs, and not onely Chriſtcal; 
with his Crown ; Chriſt crucified, as well as cloſ 
Chriſt glorified ; Chrilt upon terms of ſuf-OW! 
fcring for him, as well as reigning with him, |? t 
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Wecrs himſelf to.us, andthus multhe be cho- 
Men and embraced by us, Afar.16. 24. 1f any 


ike up his Croſs, and follow me + find Luke 
14.27.Whoſoever doth not bear his Creſs.and 
ome after me, caunot bewy Diſcipie. Some 
are for Chriſt and his Crown, :butthey ftick 
at his Crofs : They are for a reigning Chriit, 
but not for a perſecuted Chrilt - But, my Be- 
loved, if you would ſo chuſe him as to be 
married to him, you mult chuſe him 2s upon 
he Croſs Crucitied , «s well as upon the 
Throne Glorified: The. meaning is,you mult 
chuſe him with a firm reſolution to ſuffer for 
Fbim, if he calls you hereunto; you mult 
huſe him as one perſecuted and diſtreſſed 
on Earth, as well as one dignified and glori- 
Mfcd in Heaven : In a word, you mult chuſe 
Shim for be:ter, for worſe, in all eſtates and 
condittons, with all his Inconveniences, as 
FWwcll as his Priviledges, with his Poverty. his 
Y[mpriſonments,his Reproaches, his Deaths, 
h's Dangers his Conflicts, and the like : that 
isto ſay, you mult chuſe him with a willing 
$rc{olution-of mind to unlergo all this at his 
Mall, and for his ſake; and this indeed is to 
efcloſe with him in his own way, and upon his 
own terms: Chriſt's. language to the Soul, 
in the tender of- himſelf to him, is ſuch as 
| N 2 this; 


{ſhe calling thnereunto + Thus alfo Chri } ren- | 


an will come after me, let him deny him{eif, 
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this; Soul, I am willing to be Eſpouſed tofffhink 
thee, I am willing to beſtow my ſelf, withſſt, chi 
all my Riches and Fulneſs upon thee ; but ilſſgeed | 
thou wilt have me and theſe, thou mult be him, 
content to ſuffer for me, to be reproach'd;new 
to be perſecuted, to be impriſoned, yea tothe. V 
be k:l/ed all the day long for me,whenI pleal;; on 
to call thee thereunto: And indeed Faithelg; 
when right, cloſes with him upon theleE;epeq 
terms : Content, ſays the Soul, being «<Q orow 
ed by a true Spirit of Faith; Chriit upon anylitinq 
terms that he thinks fit, Chriſt with theprro, 
Croſs, Chriſt with Reproach, with Imprijn thi 
ſonment, with Death, with whatever by aq ; 
pleaſes rather than go without him : And you! 


" indeed we necd not be ſcared, nor terrified jnq « 


at the Croſs ; for there 1s no Croſs ſo bitter p4qy 
as Chriſt is ſweet,-there is nothing we cal your 
ſufler for Chriſt, that is worthy. to be com-Jl jieve 
pared with theGlory-we ſhall have inChriltY 49 
and with Chriſt : Beſides, - Chriſt is worthy pp;/ 
co be ſuffered for ; and therefore welcomel ah 
Chriſt, and welcome his Croſs tov: Truly yn:; 


_ my Beloved, Chriit's Croſs is ſweet, veryfl 11a 


ſweet, ashe makes it; That ſweet ſmell'd 
and perfum'd Croſs of Chriſt, ſays one, 1s 
accompanied with ſweet refreſhments, with 
the Kiſſes of a King, with the Joy of; the 
Holy Ghoſt ; therefore ſcare not at it, but 
chuſe him with his Croſs as well as- his 
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6.Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt often, an4 
think it not one fingle Act or Work onely 
to chuſe and embrace him : If you wou!din- 
Ficed make ſure of Chritt, and an eſpouſal to 
Shim, you ſhould chuſe him and embrace him 
anew every day. Weare apt to look upon 

the Work of chuſing and embracing Chritt, 

as one ſingle At or Work onely ; but,-my 

Beloved, 'tis a Work that ſhould be often 

repeated : by often repeating of it we ſhould 
Srow more ſound, more ſtrong, more di- 
{tin&t in it: As a ſecond Edition corrects the 
Errors of the firſt, ſo after-acts of believing 
in this kind do ſupply the defects of the firit 
Act : Indeed my adviceto you is, that you 
would make as much conſcience of chuling 
and embracing Chriſt afreſh every day,as of 
praying every day;eſpecially if you be cither 
young beginners in believing, or older be- 
lievers under clouds and darkneſs. St. Paul 
made freſh choices of Chriſt to the very laſt, 
Phil. 3.8, 9. And*tis the duty of them that 
do believe,to believe : Theſe things write I 
unto you, ſays St. Fohn, that believe on the 
Name of the Son of God, that ye may belicve 
on the Name of the Sonof God,1 John5.13. 
They did believe, and he would have them 
to believe afreſh every day ;” and ſo would I 
have you do, every day renew the firlt great 
Act of Faith in your c'ofing with Chriſt, fo 
N 3 (hall 


_— 
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$11 every day be a day of eſpouſals between 
Ehriitt and you; and ſo by degrees {hall you 
come to the ſenſe and comfortof this eſpoy- 
{fal. I have read of ſome who nevercame 
to a fight and ſenſe of their Union: with 
Chriſt till they took this courſe, Thus I have 
now ſhewn you the way how you may come 
to be eſpouſed to Chriſt, as well as what an 
Husband hets, what great things he does for 
his Spouſes, and how much his Heart is ſet 
upon an eſpouſal with Sinners; Now, will 
you take this courſe ? Or ſhall all be loſt 
with you ? Poſhbly the whole will havea 
dificreht effect upon thoſe that read or hear 
theſe things : Some, I hope, will be won 
and gained to Chriſt by them ; others,l fear, 
will reject and deſpiſe all, and that either 
out of a Spirit of profaneneſs, or inſeaſibility 
of their need of, or concernedneſs in theſe 
things : If any Soul ſhall reje& them out of 
a Spirit of piofaneneſs, I would fay to ſuch a 
£oul, as Solomon to the Scorner, Prov,9g.12., 
1f thou [corneſt,thou alone ſhall bear it ; thou 
alone ſhalt bear all thy fins, and all the wrath 
end vengeance of God due to them : If any 
ſhall reject theſe things out of a ſpirit of in- 
ſenſibility of their need of, and concern in 
them, their caſe is the more to be pityed ; 
for the more inſenſible they are of their mt- 
ſcry without Chriſt, the greater 1s _—_ 
cry 


AS 
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ſery of theirs. What more miſerable, ſays 
Aitſtin than for a miſerable man not tocom- 
miſcrate himſelf? Others, it may be, ſtand 
donbting and trembling, daring nzither to 
rcjeCt, nor yet to embrace :; not reject, be- 
cauſe their need of Chriit 1s ſo great, the 
worth of Chrit ſo eminent, and tae guilt of 
the rejection of Chr.{t ſo black ; nor yet em- 
brace, becauſe their ſins are fo many, and 
their unworthineſs ſo great. To ſuch I 
would ſay, ceaſe thy trembling, and delay 
thy cloſe with Chriſt no longer ; it has been 
thy fin, let it be thy ſhame and ſorrow that 
thou haſt neglected and refuſed Chriſt fo 
long, ſaying with Auſtin, I have loved thee 
too late, O thou ſo Ancient and yet ſo new 
a Beauty, I have loved thee too late. And 
for thy encouragement, I would ſay to 
thee, as the Servant did to his Lord upon 
ſuch an occaſion as this, Luke 14.22, Lord, 
it 15 done 25 thou haſt Com 1anded, + yet there 
is room. Though manv finners, and great 
ſinners have,beenreceived t mercy, yet ſtill 
there 1s room for thee, and for all that Dave 
a mind to Chriit ; There1s room 12 Chriti's 
Heart, there 1s room in Chri!t's Arms, there 
is room in his Covenant, tneret5room in 
his Kingdom, there is room upon his Throne 
with his Father for thee :+ But if yet any 
ſhall reject this ofter of Love, ard perli't fo 
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todo,ſuch will at laſt find.that there is room 
in Hell, room'in the Infernal Pit, room in 
the place of torment for them : Therefore as 
Life andDeath are once more ſet before you, 
ioI beſeech you to-chuſe Life,and not Death, 
That you may live for ever, 


CHAP. XI. 


Being a contemplation of the infinite 
Love an Condeſcention of Chriſt to 
Souls, and the unſpeakable Comfort 
and Happineſs of Believers in this 


ſweet Eſpouſal. 


N the view of all thath as been hitherto 
{ declared, we may well take up an admi- 
ring contemplation of Chriſt's Love and 
Condeſcention, and Believers Comfort and 
Happineſs ; the one and the other being ex- 
cceding great and glorious : O ! for Chriſt 
to marry poor Souls to himſelf,and for poor 
Souls to be married to Chriſt, how preat is 
the Love of the one, and the happineſs of 
the other hercin / | 
1, How great is the Love and Condeſcen- 
tion 


CC a I en En a Anon > ne" 
© rm rn nr ern 


tion of Chriſtin marrying Souls to himſelf 
Next to his becoming Man, and dying for 
them, V Vhercin can he teſtihe greater Love 
and Condeſcention to them than in this ? 
There are, among many others that might 
be mentioned, that will argue his Love and 
Condeſcention herein to be wonderful and 
olorious, two things. One is the infinite 
diſparity and diſproportion betwecn the 
Parties, Him and Them; the other is the 
unſpeakableſs nearneſs and pgloriouſneſs of 
that Union andRelation which he takes them 
into with himſelf : Both which I deſire you to 
contemplate. 

1. Contemplate the infinite diſparity 
and diſproportion - between. him and them - 
V Vhat proportion is there between a King 
and a Begpar ? what proportion is there be- 
tween an Ant and an Angel ; yea, between 
the ſmalleſt VVorm, and all the Angels in 
Heaven ? Infinitely leſs proportion is there 
between Chriſt and finners.; and yet he e- 
ſpouſes them to himſelf - V V hat ſhall I fay ? 
Heis both High and Great, we are baſe and 
vile; He is Bleſſed and Glorious, we are 
wretched & deſpicable: Heis aGreat King, 
we are poor ſlaves and vaſſals;yea,the worit 
of ſlaves and vaſlals;being the ſlaves and vaſ- 
ſals of Sin., and Satan : And toſumup all in 
a few words; Kc is God, and we are Cres- 
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tyres ; yea, he is an infinitely prere and holy 
God, and we are unſpeakably impure and 
unholy Creatures:O how great1s the diſpro- 
portion! and yet he marries us to himſelf; 
What proportion is there betwcen God and 
dhe Creature ? The Creature at beſt is but a 
ſinall drop of Being, but God is are efſen- 
di, a Sea, a Fountain, an Ocean of Being: 
The Creature is, and has but a little good; 
but, Dez eſt Bonum infinitiſſume infinitum gs 
Bradwardin ſpeaks of him,God ts a moſt inf. 
nitely infinite Good:The creature is a depen- 
ding thing, the Being of the Creature is ade- 
pending Being, the very nature of the Crea- 
ture lies much in dependance ; but God is an 
abſolute and independent Beings, he being 
of himſelf, and from himſelf; indeed all 
cther things are of him, and fromhim, and 
70 him, as the Scripture ſpeaks, Now, fot 
God to marry the Creature, and eſpoule the 
Creature to himſelf; O what love, what 
condeſcention is this ! and yet greater love 
than this does Chrift ſhew : For what pro- 
portion is there between an infinitely Holy 
God, and tniverſally ſinful, defied, and pol- 
luted Creatures? The di!tance between God 
and us,as we are Creatures is great:; but the 
ciitance between the infinitely HolyGod and 
v3, as Sinners, 1s in ſome fort unſpeakably 
greater :; *Tis our Duty, and ſhould be our 
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joy.to know and keep our Creature diitance 

with God ; we ſhould rcjoyce to think that 
God is ſo infinitely above vs ; but 'tis our 

miſery, & we ſhould tremble to think of our 
{inful diitance from God,that diltance I mean 
tat fin is, and has cauſed between God and 
us: Now,for an Holy God to cſpouſe tinful 
Creatures to himſelf; yea, for a God fo intt- 
nitely Holy ta eſpouſe Souls whoare fo at- 

terly ſinful to himſelf, as the belt of us all by 
nature are; this is greater love and conde- 
(cention ſtill, O wonderful commerce i (ſays 
one of the Ancients, ſpeaking of Chrilt's. 
dying for his People) the King dies for the 
Servant, God for Ian, the Creator for 
the Creature, the innocent for the nocent. 
The like may Iſay here ; O wonderful con- 
deicention ! The King marries a Slave,God 
the Creature the pure and holy One polluted 
and defiled ſinners : True indeed, he makes 
tnem Saints by and upon his: Marrying of 
them, but he finds them ſinners when he firit 
makes it a time of love to them :_ O adore 
this Love, this Condeſcention'! 

2. Contemplate the unſpeakable nearneſs- 
and gloriouſneſs of that Union and Relation. 
which he takes them into with himſelf; as 
tne diſtance and diſproportion between the 

Parties is infinitely great, ſo the Union and 


Relation he takes them into, is very near and; 
glorious; 
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olorious : The Union between the Vine and 
Branches is near; the Unton and Relation 
between the Head and Members is near ; the 
Union and Relation between the Husband 
and Wife is near; but all theſe are but ſha- 
dows and repreſentations of that Union and 
Relation which Chrilt takes Believers into 
with himſelf, which muſt therefore be nearer 
and greater than all : *Tis indeed (as upon 
occaſion has been before declared) next for 
intimacy and glory, to the eſſential and 
perſonal Union; yea, it comes ſo near the 
higheſt Union of all, the Union that is be- 
tween the Father and the Son,as that it is ſet 
forth in Scripture by the ſame cexpreſſion3 
that that Union is, viz, By being and dwel- 
{ins in each other ; Yea,Chriſt himſelf feems 
to bring 1t ſo near that great Union, as that 


he makes that the pattern of it, and accord- 


ingly prayes for it forhis People,Foh.17.21, 
Aceitker pray I for theſe alone, but them al[q 
which {hall belzeve en me through their word, 
that they all way be one,as thou Father art in 
me,and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in 
7:5. Pray mark, he prayes for the accom- 
pliſhment of this Union for them, as the top 
and perfection of all their happineſs; and 
not only ſo, but as tat which -comes as near 
the great Union between his Father and 
Himſclf as can well be conccived:*tis a ſweet 


ſaying, 
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ſaying which one of the Ancients has upon 
theſe words of Chrilt;, Whar mgre glo- 
riows, ſayes he, than this Union ? What 
further 'or higher, poor Soul, canſt thou 
either have, or deſire to have than this, 
thou ſhalc be one with thy bridegroom? O 
happy, exceeding happy, yea, of ail others 
moſt happy Vmon! In a word, nearcr than 
this Creatures can't well be taken unto 
Chriſt, nor can they havea greatcr glory put 
upon them, than there is put upon them in 
their being taken into this Union & Relation 
to him:how great therefore mult the love and 
condeſcention of Chriſt herein to Believers 
be ! O for him to take ſuch ſo near himſelf, 
as to make them one with him, to lay them 
in his boſome to communicate himſelf to 
them ! This is love indeed,and this we ſhould 
contemplate and admire, 

2, How greatis the comfort and happi- 
neſs of Pelievers, in being thus married and 
eſpouſed to Chriit! We ſay of ſuch or ſuch 
aVVoman that is well married, that ſhe is 
well diſpoſed of, and is very happy in an 
Husband : But, O Soul, how well art thou 
dipoſed of, who art diſpoſed of to Chriſt ? 
And how happy art thouinan Husband who 
art married to him ? VVhat, Soul, married 
to Jeſus, to ſweet Jeſus, to lovely Jeſus, to 
Jeſus the Son of God ! O what ſweet, what 

| ſtrong 
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ſtrong conſolation may this be to thec ! and 


how ſhould it fill thy heart with holy tri- 
umph and exultation for-ever ? This alone 
may comfort thee in all the difficulties and 
troubles of Life, and in all the conflicts and 


agonies of Death, Calit thine eye back on. 
| the nature of this Eſpouſal, and what an 


Husbana Chrilt is, and what great things he 
does for his Spouſes,as the one and the other 
oitiem has b<en declared ; and then judge 
ofthinae own happineſs, in being taken 1a- 


_ tothis Relation to him : In Carr. 6. 9. 'ti; 


ſaid concerning the Spou'e of Chri:t, That 
the Daughters ſaw Her,and bleſſed Herzyea, 
theQueens and the Concubines,and they prat- 
ſed Her : They look't upon Her to be the 
mot happy on Earth: And truly,Soul, when I 
look upon thee, as the Spouſe of Chrilt, 1 
can't but in like manner bleſs and praiſe tnee; 
and thou thy ſelf may'it well bleſs thy cf, 
and ſay Bleſſed be the day that ever I was 
born.blefled be the Womb that bare me,and 
bleſſed be the Paps that gave me ſuck ! Bat 
yet to raiſe this comfort and happineſs of 
thine a little higher,thatthou mayelt rejoyce 
intky Lot, the lines being fallen to thee in 
pleaſant places,conſider three things; 


I. Conſider, that this Relation of thine to 
Chriſt, givestheea fall intereſt in him, an 
all 
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all that is his : This the Spouſe much glorie& 
and rejoyced in, as her Crown and Happyi- 
neſs; therefore ſhe is frequently up with it 
in a way of holy boaſting, 1y Beloved is 
mine, ana 1 am his, Qant.2.16, And again, 
1 am my beloveds, and my beloved is mine, 
Chap.6.3.Being eſpouſed to Chrift, Chriſt 
is thine; and Chriit being thine, his Blood 
is thine, bis Righteouſneſs is thine, his Love 
is thine, his Fulneſs is thine, the Fruit of all 
his Sufferings, the Vertue of all his Offices, 
the Sweetneſs of ali his Relations is thine - 
Chriſt beingthine,all is thine, all the promiſes 
are thine, all the Ordinances are thine; Life 
is thine, Deathis thine, Time tis thine, Eter- 
nity is thine, Things preſent are thine, Things 
to come are thine, 1 Cor.3. 22, O whata 
Soodly Heritage haſt thou ! and how ſhould 
thy Soul bleſs the Lord, that ever he drew 
thee into this Union and Relation to him ? 
What a ſpring of comfort may this be to 
thee in all conditions ? Fear xotyfor thou ſhalt 
ot be aſhamed : Why? For thy Maker #5 thy 
Huband,Ifa. 5 4.4.5. The truth is, though. 
poſhbly thou mayeſt have little of this 
World,yet in havingChriſt thou haſt all thou 
need(t and art capable of to make thee hap- 
py forever. 

HI. Confider, thatthis Union and Re'att- 
on of thine toChriſt remains firm and OW 
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for ever : And O what ſweetneſs does this 
add untoit ! True, may the Soul ſay, this 
Relation is a bleſied Relation, and full of 
ſweetneſs and comfort ; But will it hold? 
Yea, it will hold, and that for ever : the beſt 
comforts thou cnjoye{there below, wiilſhert- 
ly have a period, and the ſweeteit Relations 
thou ſtandeit in here, will after a while be dif: 
ſolved and broken ; but thy Union and Re: 
lation to Chriit will laſt for ever,that can ne- 
ver be diſſolved ; I will betroth thee unto me, 
ſayes God, yea, / wil! betroth thee unto me; 
but Lord for how long ? (may the Soul ſay) 
why, for ever,ſayes God, Heſ.2.19.0 that 
word for ever ! this puts an infinite ſweet- 
neſs into this Relation of thine : This one 
word for ever (as one obſcrves upon this 
place) makes a miſery(though but ſmall in 


It ſelf) an infinite miſery; and a mercy, 


(though but ſmall in it ſelf) even an infinite 
mercy : How much more does it make that 
which in it ſelf is ſo great as thy Union and 
Eſpouſal to Chrilt, is ſweet and deſireable ? 

O but ſayes theSoul,never was there ſuch 
a wretchas Iam; never dil any carry it to- 
wards Chrilt-as I do: True, he has made 
love to me, and I have ſome hopes that 1 
have cloſed up with him in aMarriage-Cove- 


nant ; but alas,never was there ſuch a rebel- 


lious, revolting,backſliding heart as mine is - 
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[am ever playing the Harlot, and going a 
whoring from him ; by means of which, I 
fear, he will break Union and Communion 
with me, and at laſt cait me off. I anſwer, 
Truly Soul,this 1s very ſad,and thou fhouldlt 
lic low in the dult in the ſenſe of it; yet, to 
encourage thee againſt thy fears, conſider 
three things, 

I. Conſider, that Chriſt is not forward to 
take advantage againſt Souls for their fail- 
ings ani breaking with him: He 1s not /riCt 
to mark what is done amiſs, Pſal. 130. 3, He 
is not proneto caſt off, and ro gut away, no 
'tis what he hatcs, Mal.2.16.True, he may, 
and many times does withdraw from us and 
frown upon us ; but putting away he loves 
not ; yeazhe pities and ſpares us under our 
infirmities, and his Bowels are mov'd for us. 

2, Conſider, that before ever Chriſt made 
love to thee,and took thee into this Relation 
with himſelfhe knew perfectly what man- 


ner of one thou wouldit be, and how thou 


wouldſt carry it towards him; and yet all 
could not hinder him from ſhewing this fa- 
vour to thee; Why then ſhouldſt thou think 
it will cauſe him to break with thee now ? 
The Soul may be apt to ſay, Did Chriſt think 
I would be ſuch a Wretch, that I would ſo 
Srieve him, ſo offend him, that I would car- 


ry it ſo unworthily towards him under his 
ove 
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love as Ido? Yea, Soul, Chriſt thought it, 
yea, he knew it perfectly before- hand, in 
Dent, 31.21. *tis ſaid,T bat God ynew woat 
Iſrael would do before hand: £o Chriit knew 
before hand how thou would'it flight his 
Love,grieve his Spirit,violate his Laws ; he 
knew, how thou would'it offend and affront 
him, by a proud, vain, wanton behaviour 
before him; He knew, how thou would'it 
backſlide, anJ goa whoring from him; and 
had he not ſcen and known that he had love 
cnough, and bowels enough to cover and 
paſs by all, he would never have made love 
to thee : Hence, when he berroths, he is 
ſaid to do it in judgment, Ho. 2. 19. Chriſt 
knew what he did, and what an one he mar- 
ried, when he marricd thee to himſelf : And 
as all could not hinder his love at fir{t, ſo net- 
ther ſhall it take off his love from thee now, 
3. Conſider, that thou mayeſt have many 
failings and miſcarriages, be guilty of miny 
_ breakings with Chriſt, and departures from 
him; and yet the Marriage- Covenant be- 
tween - him and thee not be broken; A 
Woman may be guilty of many failings aud 
miſcarriages, many defects and miſtemean: 
ors, and yetail not bre:k the Varriage Co- 
venant between her Husband and her - An] 
ſo here; O-how ſweet is that Scripture ! 
Pſal.89. 30,3 1,322 3334 If bis ks 
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fake my Law,and walk not in my Fudo ments; 
if they breakny Statutes, and ketp not ny 
Commandments, then will I viſit their im- 
quities with a rod, and their tranſpreſſions 
with ſtripes : And what follows ? Never- 
theleſs,ſayes he,my loving kindneſs will I not 
atterly take from them, nor ſuffer my faith- 
fulneſs to fail ; my Covenant will I not break, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. 
Pray mark, Chriſts Peop'e may fin, and fin 
greatly,and he may ſharply chaſtiſe them for 
their ſins; yea, he may ſeem to take away 
his loving kindneſs from: them and may real. 
ly fora time ſuſpend the influences and ma- 


nifeſtations thereof; but his Covenant- love 


and: faithfulneſs to them, that remains firm 
and ſtedfaſtto them for ever,notwith{tanding 
all. Soagain, Fer. 3. I, 14. Though thou 
haſt played the Harlot with many lovers, yet 
return again rome, ſaith the Lord, Tarn,O 
back- ſuding Children, for I am married unto 
you, Mark, though they had back-ſliden, 
though they. had played the Harlot, though 
they had played the Harlot with many lo- 
vers,yet Chriſt owns his Covcnant-Relation 
to them and with them ; yea, and he ſends, 
asit were, his Covenant after them, and by 
that fetches them home to himſelf. O ! what:- 
ever thy miſcarriages are, whatever thy 


breakings with Chriſt, and departures from 
| im 
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him have been; yet, being once married to 
him, the Marriage-Union and Relation be- 
tween him and thee remains firm and {ted- 
fait for ever notwithſtanding all. 

O but, ſayes the Soul, my heart is ſtill 
bent to-backſliding from Chriſt, and I am 
afraid, I ſhall at laſt totally and finally depart 
fron hin, and then farewel all. I anſwer, 
That Chriſt ſtands engaged to keep thee 


from; true, notwithſtanding any thing in | 


and of thy ſelf, if left by Chrilt,thou wouldit 
be apt totally and finally to depart from 
him; but Chriſt himſelf ſtands engaged to 


keep thee to him : 'Tis the very tenure of 


his Covenant with thee, Fer. 32.40. 1 will 


mat an everlaſting Covenant with them,that 


1 will not turnaway from them to do them good 
and ] will put my fear inte their hearts, that 
they ſhall never depart from me, O Sirs, not 
only is Chriſt's heart towards his People, but 
he is engaged by Covenant to keep their 
hearts clofe to him, and faithful with him; 
at leaſt ſo far,as that they ſhall not totally de- 
part from-him; and ſo their faithfulneſs to 
him, does depend upon his faithſulneſs to 


them. Ile cloſe this conſideration with that. 


known & great Scripture, Rows.8.latter cnd, 
Who fnull ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? 
Shail tribu'ation or diſtreſs, or perſecution,or 
fanine,or nakzaneſs,or peril,or ſword ? Nay, 


il 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt, 285 


in all theſe things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us : for 1 an 
perſwaded, that neither Death, nor Life, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come, nor heioht , 


vor depth, (and leſt all theſe things ſhould 


not reach the caſe of every Soul, he adds) 


nor any other Creature ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate w fromthe love God which i in Chrit 
Teſws our Lord. 

1}I. Conſider, that 'tis not long e're the 
Lord Jeſus, thy dear Husband, will come and 
conſummate the Marriage between him and 
thy Soul : And O how ſweet will this be ! 
The. Match here-is but as it were begun be- 
tween Chriit & thee, but Chriſt will ſhortly 
come and conſummate it - Sebold,tue Bridc- 
groom cometh, Mat. 25.6. And again, they 
that wcre ready went into the Marriape,v, 10. 
and the 4arreage of the Lamy 15 come,Rev, 
19.7. There is a time then, when Chriſt 
will come to conſummate the Marriage be- 
tween him and Souls : When he comes.as to 
the World, he comes as a Judge to condemn 
them, to avenge the quarrel of his Goſpel, 
the quarrel of his Covenant, the quarrel of 
his Blood, all which they have rejected, he 
comes to paſs Sentence upon them for reſi- 
ſting his Spirit, for contemning his Grace, 
for breaking his Laws, for a HY 
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Salvation : And O how dark will the day of 
his coming be to them ! But now to his own 
Spouſes, when he comes,he comes as aBride:. 
groom : And O how ſweet will this coming 
of his be to them! 

1. Thenhe will turn all your Water into 
Wine. Fob. 2. beg. weread, That Chriſt be- 
ing at a Marriage, he there turned Water 
entoWine And truly,Soul,when he ſhall come 
to conſummate the Marriage between him 
an! thee, he will turn all thy Wate:s of Af- 
fiction into the Wine of ſweet Conſolation 
to thee; He will turn thy Night into Day,thy 
Darkneſs into Light, thy Sorrows into Joys, 
thy Mourning into Dancing, thy Troubles 
into reſt, thy Conflicts into Triumphs, thy 
Labours into Reward, thy mournful Lamen- 
tations into joyful Halelujahs : Then will he 
fulfil that Scripture to thee, Rev. 21. 4. God 
ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there ſhall be no more Death, neither ſorrow, 
nor crying,neither ſhall there be anymorepain, 
Poor Soul, now thine eyes are ſul] of tears; 
with holy David, Thou goeſt weeping and 
mourning (it may be) all the day long; but 
then all tears ſpall be wiped off thine eyes : 
Now thouart in deaths often, as the holy A- 
pole was ; butthen there ſhall be'mo more 
death; Now thou art full of forrows, thy 


dayes are ſpent in grief;andrby years4n ſigh- | 
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;n0, but then there ſhall be » more ſorrow ; 
ſorrow and fighing both ſhall ly away for 
ever : Now thou art full of pains, yea, as 
the holy Prophet of old complained, Thor 
art paired at thy very heart ; in the ſetiſe of 
thy own Afﬀictions, and in the ſenſe of the 
Churches AfMictions ? in the ſenſe of thine 
own fins,and 1n the ſenſe of the Worlds fins, 
thou art pained at the very heart ; but then 
there ſhall be zo more pain : Now thou ſoweſ# 
in tears,but then thou ſhalt reap in joy ;: Now 
thou goeſt forth weeping, yet bearing precious 
Seed; then thou ſhalt return rejoycing bring- 
ing thy ſheaves with thee : Now thou artin a 
ſtorm,a ſtorm of Afliction,a ſtorm of Temp- 
t:tion, a ſtorm of Perſecution,thoy art af- 
ſied,tofſed with tempeſts, and not comfort- 
edit may be,as the Church ſometimes was, 
1/a. 5.4.1 1.But then he will make thy ſtorm 4 
calm,& ſobring thee into the deſired Haven, 
to allude to that Pſal. 107. 30.Now the De- 
vil and his meſſengers are buffetting of thee, 
and will give thee no reſt ; then they ſhall be 
all troden under foot, and thy Soul ſhall act 
one eternal triumph over them ; ſaying, as 
ſhe of old in her Song did, O my Soul, thou 
baſt trodden down Frenoth, © 

2, Then Chriſt will turn all thy blackneſs 
into beauty,all thy ſinfuldeformity-into per- 
tect purity and holineſs for ever; and this is 
much 


/ 
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much more ſweet than the former - Alas !Þ car 
ſays the Soul turn my Water into, Wine, truc def 
that 15 ſweet : bat there 1s that which lies] ite; 
heavier upon me than al! the troubles and[ pla 
afflictions inthe V Vorld, and that is my in: 
ful blackneſs and deformity : O this ſtained 
polluted, defiled nature of mine. this foun: 
tain of fin and enmity again!t God, that is} dec 
within ! this is that which is zbe kit then too} anc 
' heavy for me to bear:V Vell,for thy comfort] the 
know, that thy Husband, ſweet Jeſus, willſ 20! 
coine ; and when he comes, he will turn thyſ 00! 
blackneſs into beauty, thy fin into holineſs; anc 
then he will ſan{tifie thee, and cleanſe thee, the 
that be may preſent thee to himſelf a glorious 1M! 
Spouſe, net bavins [þ.t or wrinkle,” or an) tha 
ſuch thing, Epheſians J. 26, 27. Poorſ| EV« 
Soul, thou haſt now many ſtaines, many} tic 
| ſpots, and thoſe ſuch as thou art apt ſome-| din 
times to think are not the Sbots of Gods C01 
Children but then all theſe ſpots ſhallſſ fus 
be wiped out, and thou ſhalt be without Ch 
ſpots ; yea,thou ſhalt not onely be without Wi! 
ſpot, but without wrinkletoo : There may the 
be wrinkles, where there may be no ſpots, 
and theſe are blemiſhes : O but then thouſ t2 
ſhalt have neither ſpot nor wrinkle; thou all 
ſhalt be perfeQly freed from leſſer, as well 37 
as greaters fins; yea, thou ſhalt have nei-J *©? 
ther ſpot nor wrinkle, nor any ſuch thing ; 

| nothing 


hand 
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nothing that looks like ſin,nothing that thou 
canſt ſuppoſe to be in the leaſt a btemiſh or 


defect;thereſhall not be the leaſtprint or foot-. 


ſtep of the old 4dam(as one ſpeaks upon the 
place)left in thee or upon thee, but thou ſhalt 
be altogether holy and without blemiſh : 
Chriſt will then perfectly fill thee with his 
ownSpirit,beautifie thee with his own Image 
deck thee with his own Ornaments, enamel 
and irradiate thee with, his own Glory, for 
then he will make theelike himſelf, both in 
holineſs and happineſs, 1 Fe#.3.2. Poor ſoul, 
now thou art groanins under a body of Sin 


and Death,under the unclean motions of Sin, 


the impure luſtings of the fleſh, the curſed 
1mpoſings of a baſe, vile, unbelieving heart, 
that is impoſing upon thee in evefy Duty, in 
every Condition, in every Relation : Now 
thou art peſtered with the ſpringings, bud- 
dings,bloſſomings,and ebullitions of luſt and 
corruption within thee ; but when ſweet Je- 
ſus comes, there ſhall be an end of all this : 
Chriſt he overlooks all this now,but then he 
will do it all away, and thou ſhalt ſhine with 
the perfection of beauty. 

3. Then Chriſt will ſolemnly preſent thee 
to his Father as his Spouſe, in the preſence of 


10 all his holy Angels : And O how glorious 
1J- and joyful will this be! In Ger. 24.lat. we 


| read that 1/aac took Rebekah,and brought her 
_ | ; 


iNid 


——— . Pr a det. 


a ne a ey 


— - 


290 The beſt Match : Or, 

mnto his Mothers Terit : So when dear Jeſus 
comes to conſummate theMarriage between 
him and thee, he will, being attended with 
all his holy Angels, bring thee into his Fa- 
thers Houſe, and will there preſent thee to 
him as his Spouſe ; ſaying, Father, here is 
my Spouſe, here is one whom in the day of 
cverlaiting love thou gaveſt unto me, : one 
who Thave Redeemed to my felt by my 
Blood, and married to my ſelt by my Spirit 
in the Goſpel; this is he that I was made fin 
and a curſe for; and though he was 1n his 
blood and gore, when I firſt made love to 
him; yet loe / now here he is ſpotleſs and 
faultleſs before thee : Father, own him as 
thy Sons Spouſe,and delight in him for cver: 
O how ſweet,how glorious will this be! Sup- 
poſe ſome great Prince were married, & up- 
on his Marriage ſhould take his Spouſe in his 
hand, and lead her into the Preſence- Cham: 
ber of the King his Father, and there pre- 
ſent her to him, to the end he might takenc- 
tice of her as his Sons Spoule, and ſhew ſu- 


table reſpect and favour to her; what a ſwect 


thing would this be? But alas ! what 1s this 
tothe preſentation Chriſt will make of thee 
to his Father at his coming ; Who wzll rben 
preſent thee faultleſs into the preſence of bis 
glory with exceeding joy ? Jude v. 24, When 
David, and the Elders of /ſrael, Erought s, 

neg 
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the Ark from theHouſe of 0bed- Edow, twas 
with great joy and ſhouting, 1 Chro.15.25,28 
But O when Chriſt,attended with all his ho- 
ly Angels, ſhall bring,and preſent thee into 
the preſence of his Father, what joy and 
ſhoutings will there then be ? ſurely there 
will ve great rejoycing on all hands ; God 
thcFather will greatly rejoyce,Chriſt theSon 


will greatly rejoyce, God the Holy Ghoſt 


will greatly rejoyce, the Angels will greatly 
rcjoyce, thy Soul alſo will greatly rejoyce. 
God the Father will greatly rejoyce to ſee 
his Sons Spouſe come home to him ſo richly 
deck't and adorn'd ; Chriſt the Son will 
oreatly rejoyce,that he has gotten hisSpouſe 
into his Arms and Boſom,never to part with 
her more ; the Holy Ghoſt will greatly re- 
joyce to ſee his work in tying the Marriage- 
Knot between Chriſt and the Soul compleat- 
ed; the Angels will greatly rejoyce,as being 
Friends both of the Bridegroom and Bride ; 


and as partaking with them in the Marriage- 


Supper ;- and thou thy ſelf wilt greatly re- 
joyce, in that now thy happineſs is conſum- 
mated, and that thou ſhalt for ever lic in the 


boſom and embraces of thy Husbands love : 


O how ſweet, how glorious will this be ! 

4. Then Chriſt will lead thee into. the 
Bride Chamber, the Manſion he has prepa- 
rcd for thee in theFathers Houſe, where thou 

; Q-2 
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ſhalt dwell for ever in his preſence, and fit 
down eternally with him and his Father-at 
the Marriage-Feaſt : And O how ſweet and 
glorious will this be ! Being thus beautified 
and preſcnted to the Father, what now re- 
mains for thee, but to enter upon thy lot with 
all the Saints, & to poſſeſs the joynter Chriſt 
made thee in the day of thine Eſpouſal to 
him, even eternal Life and Glory with him- 


ſelf for ever ? What now remains for thee, 


but to ſit down inthe full views of his Glo- 
ry, the full viſions of his Face, the full en- 
joyment of his Preſence;the full embraces of 
his Boſom,the full incomes of his Love, and 
all for ever? Here in the day of eſpouſal thou 
haſt had fome views of him, thou haſt ſeen 
his back-parts; but then thou ſhalt.behold his 
glory for ever:Foh.17,24, Here thou haſt ſeen 
hin through a glaſs darkly,but then thou ſhalt 
ſee him face toface, thy viſions of him ſhall 
be both full and immediate, 1 Cor. 13. 12. 
Here there have been ſome intercourſes of 
love & delight kept up between him & thee, 
thou haſt had ſome of the kiſles of his mouth, 
ſome embraces in his boſom ; but then thou 


ſhalt have thy fill of his love, being ſweetly 


immerſt and ſwallowed up in the Ocean of it 
for ever : O how ſweet will this be ! When 
Chriſt and thy Coul have met in an Ordt- 

nance, 
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nance, how often haſt thou: ſaid with Pexer, 


thee now and.then-a little taſte of his love, 


rs good tobe here? And when hehas given 


How haſt thou been raviſh't with it, crying 


out with the Spouſe, thy love #5 berter than 


Wine ? But O what will it be to enjoy a't 


this in its fulneſs, and that without the leaſt 
moments interruption for ever? WhenChrift 


and thy Soul ſhaltmeet, not in a Duty or- 
Ordinance only,but imHeaven inthe Fathers 
{ Houſe : Allthou haſt hereof him, is but. 


now and then a kiſs of his Mouth, : now and 


then a taſte.a viſit,a deſcent of his Grace and: 


Love ; and yet this is ſweet,and makes a lit- 
tle Heavenin thy Soul: but when he comes 


to conſummate the Marriage,then thou ſhalt 


have everlaſting embraces, and uninterrupt- 
ed pourings out of love from him; then ns 
more veilings of his Face, no more with- 
drawings of his Preſence, no more ſuſpenſ1- 


i 


& ons of his Love from thee, but thou ſhalt fir- 


© down in the full enjoyment of all for ever - 
M Then no more need of Love- Letters to paſs 
between Chriſt and thy. Soul, for then there 


will be fu'l & immediate embraces for ever- 


MW Therefore rejoyce inthy Eot, ard fay with 


thc Church ina way of-triumph;//. 61.10. 


il / will greatly rejoycern the Lord mySoul ſnall 
Ml te joyful 31 my God ;, for he nath clothed me 
with Garments. of Salvatton,he nat covcreob 
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me witha Robe of Righteonſneſs,a5 a Bridc- 


' groom decheth himſelf withOrnaments,and 4s 


a Bride adorneth her ſe!f with Fewels, 

But may ſome doubting Soul ſay ; True, 
here's comfort enough,andh:ppineſs enough 
for all Chriſts Spouſes ; and were I aſſured 
of my. cſpouſal to him, I ſhould think it 


enough to carry me through vth Life and 


Death withcomfort ; but am afraid I have 
neither part nor lotin tais matter, Ianſwer, 
If thou art one that loveit thy fins and livett 
inthem; if thou art one that allowelt of, 
and indulgeſt thy felt in thy Iuits, yea, in 
any known luit or fin, be it ſmall or great, 
then thou haſt too great ground for ſuch 
fears; forI muſt tell thee, that the Spouſes 
of. Chriſt are of another diſpoſition, they 


hate Sin, and love Holineſs; and do what in 


them lies to flie the one, and purſue after the 


other : But will at preſent look upon thee 


to be a poor doubting Spouſe oi Chriit that 


makeſt this complaint, and ſo ſhall leave a 


double word ofencouragement with thee as 
to this, and thereby put a coicluſion to this 
Matter. 

1. | would ſpeak to thee, as Samuel ſome- 


times did to Saulin another caſe, viz, when, 


Saultold him that he had performed theCom- 
mana went of the Lord: If fo, ſayes Samuel; 
what then means thu bloating of the Sheep in 
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mine ears,and the lowing of the Oven which 1 
hear £ 1SaM. 15.13,14. S0.,1h,thou haſt in- 
deed no part or lot in Chriſt, and wert never 
| cſpouſed to him then (firit) what means the 
| bleedings, mournin? 2s,and lamentings of thy 
 Þ Soul, uader the ſenſe of thy diltance and c- 
trangement from Chrift,and thy utter unſy- 

tableneſs to him both in Spirit and Life ? 
ap pa ak ey that this mourn f.r they jha'l 
be comforred,Mat. 5.4 (21y)W hat meansthy 
high valuations of him,& the vehement hun- 
oerings and thiritings of thy Soul after him ? 
Bleſſed are they that hunger and thirſt WY 
riohteonſneſs for they ſhal be fats fied Mat. 
6. .(31)Whar means the holy tremblings of 
thy Soul in the thoughts of lionng again(t 
him,thycare and ſolliciude to p:caſe him,thy- 
fear to offend him ? *Tis the Character of a: 
loyal Wife, that her care us to pleaſe ber FIus- 
bane and not to offend him, 1 Cor. 7. 24. 
(4th! ) What means thy ſenfibleneſs of, and; 
mourning under thedithonours ofChrilt,with 
the longings of th y Soul after his exaltation ? 
Tine reproaches of them that reproach him ao 
Fall upon thee, Pal, 69. 9.” Tis the true Spirit: 
of a loyal Spoute to be concerned for her 
.Huzb1inls Conzeraments, Theſe,and many 
raore ſuch gracious diſpoſitions as are found: 
in thee, do ſpeak comfortably tothy Soul in: 
this caſe; though filfT would have thee 8 w 
VaTCss 


J 


% 


296 The We Po Or, 


after the cleareſt evidences,and the fulleſt aſ: 
ſurance of thine eſpouſalto him. 

2, Suppoſe the worſt; yet for thy encou- 
ragement, I would ſpeak to thee as the Di- 


{ciplesto the blind man, Mark.10.49, Be of 


good comfort,ariſe,Chri f/ calleth thee;he calls 
thee into theſe bleſſed eſpouſals with himſelf: 
And O that, thou wouldeſt do as that blind 
man there did, who. aroſe and came to Feſus: 
and aſſure thy ſelf of this, his Arms are wide 
open to receive thee : truly, whoever, or 
whatever thou art that makelſt this complaint 
whether Spouſe-or no Spouſe,thy proper and 
ſhy mediate work 1s, now to cloſe with Chriſt 
ina Marriage-Covenant: For pray mark, 
the work of 2 convinced ſinner. and of a 
doubting beclouded Saint, is the ſame here ; 
the one, aswell as the other, is to believe and 
cloſe with Chriſt, as if he had never done it 
hefore : Suppoſe then the worſt, even that 
thou wert never as yet Eſpouſed to Chriſt ; 
yet do not deſpond, but let this be a day of 
Eſpouſal between Him and thee, caſting thy 
SO upon him not queltioning his readineſs 


to.receive.thce ; For thy encouragement, I 
would lay to thee as. one of the Ancients; 
ipea aks in the ſame caſe, IWhy ſftickeſt and 


frag ger eff thou 1n thy ſelf ? Cu thyſelf upon. 


him, and fear not. he will not withdraw bim- 
[cif fo 24 10 let thee Jalt; caſt-toy ſelf upon 


Al , 


the Souls Eſpouſal to Chriſt. 297 


hum, reſting ſecure and confident, that 
be willrecezve and ſave thee, Thus have 
now done; Saint, Spouſe of Chriſt, what 
remains, but that thou love, reverence, 
and obey thy Lord and Head, living a life of 
dependance upon him, as alſo of longing ex-. 
pectation of his coming to conſummate the 
Marriage between him and thee ? what re- 
mains, but that thou ſhouldſt take up the 
words of the Apoſtle, making the ſame infe- 
rence from thine eſpouſal to Chriſt, that he 
does from the diſſolution of all things,ſaying 
inthy own name;,and others,2 Per, 3,11,12. 


= What manner of perſons ought we to bein all 


holy conver ſation and godlineſs,looking for &+ 
haſtning to the coming of the day of God. Sin- 
ner, what remains for thee to do, but to give 
up thy Name and Soul to Chriſt in a Marri- 
age-Covenant,and be happy for ever ? I will 
conclude all with thoſe words, Rev. 19, 9. 
Bleſſed are they which are called to the Mar: 
riage-Supper.of the Lamb. 


Soli Deo Gloria. 
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